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A bill to be entitled 

An act relating to a tax exemption for affordable 

housing; amending s . 1 96 .1 96 , F.S.; authorizing 

counties and municipalities to adopt ordinances to 

grant ad valorem tax exemptions to property owners 

whose properties are used for the governmental or 

public purpose of providing affordable housing to 

certain persons or families; providing parameters for 

such exemption; specifying procedures in the event 

property is transferred for other purposes; specifying 

procedures in the event an exemption is improperly 

granted as a result of certain acts by the property 

appraiser; providing applicability; providing an 

effective date . 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 

Section 1. Present paragraph (b) of subsection (5) of 

section 196.196, Florida Statutes, is redesignated as paragraph 

(c) and amended, and a new paragraph (b) is added t o that 

subsection, to r e ad: 

196.196 Determin i ng whether property is enti t led to 

charitable, religious, scientific, or l iterary exemption. ­

( 5) 

(b)l. The governing authority of any coun t y or municipality 

may adopt an ordinance to grant an ad valore m tax exemption 

under s . 3, Art. VII of the State Constitution to any property 

owner whose property is used for the governmental or publ ic 

purpose of providing affordable housing to p e rsons or fami lies 
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that meet the extremely-low-income , very-low-income, low-income, 

or moderate-income limits, as specified ins. 420.0004. The 

exemption applies if the property owner has taken affirmative 

steps as set forth in paragraph (a) to prepare the property to 

provide such affordable housing. 

2. For purposes of this paragraph, a governmental or public 

purpose is served if a person provides a service t hat the state 

or any of its political subdivisions, or any munic i pality, 

agency, special district , authority , or other publ i c body 

corporate of the state, could properl y perform or serve, and if 

the governmental or public purpose would otherwise be a valid 

purpose for the allocation of public funds . 

(c)l . (b)l. If property owned by an organization or a person 

granted an exemption under this subsection is transferred fo r a 

purpose other than directly providing affordable homeownership 

or rental housing to persons or famil i es who meet the extremely­

low- income, very-low-income, low-income, or moderate- income 

limits , as specified ins. 420.0004, or is not in actual use to 

provide such affordable housing within 5 years after the date 

the organization or person is granted the exemption, the 

property appraiser making such dete rmination shall serve upon 

the organization or person that illegally or imprope rly received 

the exemption a notice of intent to record in the public recor ds 

of the county a notice of tax lien against any property owne d by 

that organization or person in the county, and such property 

shall be identified in the notice of tax lie n. The organi zation 

or person owning such property is subject to t he taxes otherwise 

due and owing as a result of the failure to use the propert y to 

provide affordable housing plus 15 percent interest per annum 
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and a penalty of 50 percent of the taxes owed. 

2. Such lien, when filed , attaches to any property 

identified in the notice of tax lien owned by the organization 

or person that illegally or improperly received the exemption . 

If such organization or person no longer owns property in the 

county but owns property in any other county in the state, the 

property appraiser shall record in each such other county a 

notice of tax lien identifying the property owned by such 

organization or person in such county which shall become a lien 

against the identified property. Before any such lien may be 

filed , the organization or person so notified must be given 30 

days to pay the taxes, penalties , and interest. 

3. If an exemption is improperly granted as a result of a 

clerical mistake or an omission by the property appraiser, the 

organization or person improperly receiving the exemption shall 

not be assessed a penalty or interest . 

4. The 5-year limitation specified in this subsection may 

be extended if the holder of the exemption continues to take 

affirmative steps to develop the property for the purposes 

specified in this s ubsection . 

Section 2 . The amendments made by this act to s . 196.196, 

Florida Statutes, first apply to taxable years beginning on or 

after January 1, 2022 . 

Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1 , 2021 . 
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A bill to be entitled 

An act relating to res i dential tenancies; amending s . 

83 . 67 , F.S .; prohibi t ing a landlord from refusing to 

e n ter into a rental agreement with a p r ospective 

tenant under certain circumstances re l ated to COVID-

1 9 ; provi d i ng an effective date . 

Be It Enacted by the Legi s l atur e of the State of Florida : 

Section 1. Present subsecti ons (6) , (7 ), and (8) of section 

83 . 67, Florida S t a t utes , are redesignated as subsections (7) , 

(8) , and (9 ), respectively , and a new subsection (6) is added t o 

that sect ion, to read : 

83 . 67 Prohibited practi ces.-

(6) A landlord may not refuse to enter i nto a rental 

agreement with a prospective tenant if such refusal is solely 

based upon the tenant being previously evicted during a period 

when a publ ic h ealth emergency related to COVID-19 existed, as 

determined by t h e United States Secretary o f Health and Human 

Services . 

Section 2 . This ac t shall take effect upon becoming a law. 

Page 1 of 1 

CODING : Wo r ds strieken are delet i ons ; words underlined are additions . 



Flor ida Senate - 2021 SB 412 

By Senator Rouson 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0 

11 

12 

13 

14 

1 5 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

19-00367-21 2021412 

A bill to be entitled 

An act relating to residential tenancies; amending s. 

44.102 , F.S.; requiring that courts in a judicial 

circuit in which a residential eviction mediation 

program has been established refer matters involving a 

residential eviction to mediation; amending s. 83.56, 

F.S.; de l eting provisions requiring a residential 

tenant defending against specified actions by a 

landlord to comply with provisions requiring payment 

of accrued rent to the registry of the court, to 

conform to changes made by the act; amending s. 83 . 59, 

F.S. ; restricting availability of a specified summary 

procedure in actions where a landlord i s seeking to 

recover possession of a residential unit; amending s. 

83 . 60, F . S.; removing the requirement that a 

residential tenant defending against a landlord's 

action for possession pay accrued rent to the registry 

of the court; repealing s. 83.61, F.S., relating to 

the disbursement of funds in the registry of the 

court, to conform to changes made by the act ; 

providing an effective date. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida : 

Section 1. Paragraph (e) is added to subsection (2) of 

section 44 . 102, Florida Statutes, to read : 

44 .1 02 Court-ordered mediation . -

(2) A court, under rules adopted by the Supreme Court: 

(e) In circuits in which a r esidential eviction mediation 
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program has been established, shall refer any matter involving a 

residential eviction to mediation. 

Section 2. Subsection (5) of section 83.56, Florida 

Statutes, is amended to read: 

83.56 Termination of rental agreement.-

(5) (a) If the landlord accepts rent with actual knowledge 

of a noncompliance by the tenant or accepts performance by the 

tenant of any other provision of the renta l agreement that is at 

variance with its provisions, or if the tenant pays rent with 

actual knowledge of a noncompliance by the landlord or accepts 

performance by the landlord of any other provision of the rental 

agreement that is at variance with its provisions, the landlord 

or tenant waives his or her right to terminate the rental 

agreement or to bring a civil action for that noncompliance, but 

not for any subsequent or continuing noncompliance. However, a 
(

landlord does not waive the right to t erminate the rental 

agreement or to bring a civil action for that noncompliance by 

accepting partial rent for the period . If p a rtial rent is 

accepted after posting the notice for nonpayme nt, the landlord 

must : 

1. Provide the tenant with a receipt stating the date and 

amount received and the agreed upon da t e and balance of rent due 

before filing an action for possession; 

2. Place the amount of partial rent accepte d f r om the 

tenant in the registry of the court upon fi l ing the ac t ion for 

possession; or 

3. Post a new 3 - day notice reflect ing the new amount due . 

(b) Any tenant who \1ishes to defend agains t an a ction by 

the landlord for posse ss ion of t he uni t for noncomplianc e of t he 
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59 rental agreement or of relevant statutes must comply withs. 

83.60(2). The court may not set a date for mediation or trial 

61 unless the provisions of s. 83.60 (2) have been met, but must 

62 enter a default judgment for removal of the tenant with a writ 

63 of possession to issue immediately if the tenant fails to comply 

64 withs . 83 . 60(2) . 

-+e+- This subsection does not apply to that portion of rent 

66 subsidies received from a l ocal, state, or national government 

67 or an agency of local, state, or national government; however, 

68 waiver will occur if an action has not been instituted within 45 

69 days after the landlord obtains actual knowledge of the 

noncompliance. 

71 Section 3 . Subsection (2) of section 83.59 , Florida 

72 Statutes , is amended to read: 

73 83.59 Right of action for possession . -

74 (2) A landlord, the landlord ' s attorney, or the landlord' s 

agent, applying for the removal of a tenant, shall file in the 

76 county court of t h e county where the premises are situated a 

77 complaint describing the dwe l ling unit and stating the facts 

78 that authorize its recovery. A landlord' s agent is not permitted 

79 to take any action other than the initial filing of the 

complaint, un l ess the landlord' s agent is an attorney. !f-he 

81 landlord is entitled to the summary procedure provided ins. 

82 51 . 011 , and the court shall advance the cause on the calendar. 

83 Section 4. Section 83.60 , Florida Statutes , is amended to 

84 read : 

83.60 Defenses to action for rent or possession ; 

86 procedure.-

87 (1) -+a-t In an action by the landlord for possession of a 

Page 3 of 5 

CODING : Words stricken are deletions; words underlined arc additions . 



Florida Senate - 2021 SB 412 

88 

89 

90 

91 

92 

93 

94 

95 

96 

97 

98 

99 

100 

101 

102 

103 

104 

105 

106 

107 

108 

109 

110 

111 

112 

11 3 

114 

11 5 

116 

19-00367 - 21 2021412 

dwelling unit based upon nonpayment of rent or in an action by 

the landlord under s . 83 . 55 seeking to recover unpaid rent, the 

tenant may defend upon the ground of a material noncompl iance 

withs. 83 . 51(1), or may raise any other defense, whether l egal 

or equitable , that he or she may have, including t h e defense of 

retaliat ory conduct in accordance withs . 83.64 . The landl ord 

must be given an opportunity to cure a deficiency in a notice or 

in the p l eadings before dismissal of the action . 

fil-+-e+- The defense of a material noncompliance withs. 

83 . 51(1) may be raised by the tenant if 7 days have elapsed 

after the delivery of written notice by the tenant to the 

landlord, specifying the noncompliance and indicating the 

intention of the tenant not to pay rent by reason thereof. Such 

notice by the tenant may be given to the landlord, the 

landlord' s representative as designated pursuant to s . 83.50 , a 

resident manager , or the person or entity who collects the rent 

on behalf of the landlord . A material noncompliance withs. 

83.51(1) by the landlord is a complete defense to an action for 

possession based upon nonpayment of rent, and, upon hearing, the 

court or the jury, as the case may be, shall determine the 

amount, if any, by which the rent is to be reduced to r e flect 

the diminution in value of the dwelling unit during the period 

of noncompliance withs . 83.51(1) . After consideration of all 

other re l evant issues, the court shall enter appropriate 

judgment . 

(2) In an aetion by the landlord for possession of a 

dwelling unit , if the tenant interposes any defense other than 

payment, ineluding, but not limited to, the defense of a 

defective 3 day notice, the tenant shall pay into the registry 
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of the court the accrued rent as alleged in the complaint or as 

determined by the court and the rent that accrues during the 

pendency of the proceeding, when due . The clerk shall notify the 

tenant of such requirement in the summons . Failure of the tenant 

to pay the rent into the registry of the court or to file a 

motion to determine the amount of rent to be paid into the 

registry within 5 days, eJccluding Saturdays, Sundays, and legal 

holidays , after the date of service of process constitutes an 

absolute waiver of the tenant ' s defenses other than payment , and 

the landlord is entitled to an immediate default judgment for 

removal of the tenant with a writ of possession to issue Hithout 

further notice or hearing thereon. If a motion to determine rent 

is filed , documentation in support of the allegation that the 

rent as alleged in the complaint is in error is required. Public 

housing tenants or tenants receiving rent subsidies are required 

to deposit only that portion of t h e ful l rent for which they are 

responsible pursuant to the federal , state, or local program in 

which they are part{cipating. 

Sect i on 5. Section 83 . 61, Florida Statutes, is repealed . 

Section 6. This act shal l take effect July 1, 2021. 
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A bill to be ent itled 

An act relating to building design; amending s. 

163 . 3202, F.S.; prohibiting certain regulations 

relating to buildi ng design elements from being 

appl ied to certain structures; providing exceptions; 

defining the term "building design elements "; 

providing construction; providing an effective date. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 

Section 1. Present subsection (5) of section 163.3202 , 

Florida Statutes , is redesignated as subsecti on (6), and a new 

subsection (5) is added to that secti on , to read : 

163 . 3202 Land development regulations.-

(5) (a) Zoning and development regulations relating to 

building design elements may not be applied to any residential 

dwelling unless: 

1. The structure is listed in the National Register of 

Historic Places, as defined ins. 267.021(5); is a contributing 

property to a National Register Historic District; or is 

designated as a historic property or a contributing prope rty to 

a historic district, under the terms of a local preservation 

ordinance; or 

2 . The regulations are adopted in order to implement the 

National Flood Insurance Program. 
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(b) For purposes of this subsec t ion, t he term "building 

design e l ements " means the external building color; the type or 

style of exterior c l adding material; the style or material of 

roof structures or porches ; the exterior nonstructural 

architectural ornamentation ; the location or architectural 

styling of windows or doors, including garage doors ; the number 

and type of rooms; and the interior layout of rooms. The term 

does no t include the height , bulk, orientation , or l ocation o f a 

structure on a zoning lot; or the use of buffering or screening 

to minimize potential adverse physical or visual impact s or 

prot ect the privacy of neighbors . 

(c) This subsecti on does not affect the validity or 

e nforceability of private covenants or other contractual 

agreements relating to building design elements between property 

owners. 

Secti on 2. This act shal l take effect July 1, 2021 . 
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A bill to be entitled 

An act relating to bui lding design; amending s. 

1 63.3202 , F . S .; prohibiting certain regulations 

relating to building design elements from being 

applied to certain structures; providing exceptions ; 

defining the term "buil ding design e l ements" ; 

providing construction; providing an effective da t e . 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida : 

Section 1. Present s ubsection (5) of sect i on 163 . 3202, 

Florida Statutes, is redesignated as subsection (6), and a new 

subsection (5) is added to that section , to read : 

163.3202 Land development regula t ions.-

(5) (a) Zoning and development regulat i ons re l ating to 

building des i gn elements may not be applied to any residential 

dwelling unless : 

1. The structure is listed i n t he Nat i onal Register of 

Historic Places , as defined ins . 267.021(5); is a contributing 

property to a National Register Historic District ; or is 

designated as a historic property or a contributing property to 

a historic district, under the terms of a l oca l preservation 

ordinance ; or 

2 . The regulations are adopted in order to implement the 

National Flood Insurance Program. 

(b) For purposes of this subsection, the term "building 

design elements" means the external building color; the type or 

style of exterior cladding material; t he style or material of 

roof structures or porches; the exterior nonstructural 
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architectural ornamentation ; the location or architectural 

styling of windows or doors, including garage doors; the number 

and type of rooms; and the interior layout of rooms. The term 

does not include the height, bulk, orientation , or location of a 

structure on a zoning lot; or the use of buffering or screening 

to minimize potential adverse physical or visual impacts or 

protect the privacy of neighbors. 

(c) This subsection does not affect the validity or 

enforceability of private covenants or other contractual 

agreements relating to building design elements between prope rty 

owners. 

Section 2 . This act shall take effect July 1, 2021. 
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A bill to be entitled 

An act relating to regional planning councils; 

amending s. 186.007, F . S.; revising a requirement for 

the Executive Office of the Governor to review and 

consider certain reports , data , and analyses relating 

to the revision of the state comprehensive plan; 

eliminating the advisory role of regional planning 

councils in state comprehensive plan preparation and 

revision; repealing ss. 186 . 501 , 186.502 , 186.503, 

1 86.504, 186 . 505 , 186.506, 186.507, 186 . 508 , 186 . 509 , 

186 . 511, 186.512, and 186.513, F.S., relating to the 

Florida Regional Planning Council Act, including a 

short title, legislative findings , definitions , the 

creation and membership of regional planning councils, 

the powers and duties of regional planning councils, 

the powers and duties of the Executive Office of the 

Governor relating to the act , strategic regional 

policy plans, strategic regional policy plan adoption, 

a dispute resolution process, the evaluation of 

strategic regional policy plans , the designation of 

regional planning councils , and reports; repealing s . 

186.515, F.S., relating to the creation of regional 

planning councils under ch. 1 63 , F.S . ; amending s . 

215 . 559 , F . S.; requiring the Division of Emergency 

Management to give funding priority to certain 

projects in regional planning council regions, as such 

regions existed on January 1, 2021 , that meet 

specified criteria; amending s . 252 .38 5 , F.S.; 

revising the requirements for the statewide emergency 
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shelter plan to include the gener a l location and 

square footage of special needs shelters by regi onal 

planni ng council region , as such regions existed on 

J anuary 1 , 2021 ; requiring state funds to be maximi zed 

and targeted to regi onal planning council regions, as 

such regions existed on January 1 , 2021; amending s . 

320 . 08058, F.S .; revis i ng the d istribution of annual 

use fees collected for the Tampa Bay Estuary license 

plate; amending s. 369 . 307 , F.S. ; requiring t he St. 

Johns River Water Management District , rather than the 

East Central Florida Regional Planning Council, to 

adopt pol icies to protect the Wekiva Ri ver Protection 

Area ; revising requi rements for such policies ; 

amending s . 369 . 324 , F. S. ; requiring the St. Johns 

River Water Management District , rather than the East 

Central Florida Regional Planning Council, to provide 

staf f support to the Wekiva River Basin Commission; 

requiring the distr i ct to serve as a clearinghouse of 

basel i ne or specialized studies ; amending s. 380 . 05 , 

F.S.; a u thorizing local governments to recommend areas 

of cri tical state concern to the state land planning 

agency; amending s. 403.7225 , F . S. ; requiring counties 

t o make arrangements with the Department of 

Environmental Protecti on , rather than their regional 

planning councils , to perform hazardous waste 

management assessments; a mending s. 403.723, F.S .; 

requiring the department , rather than regional 

planning councils , to designate sites for construction 

of regional hazardous waste storage or treatment 
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facilities ; amending s. 1013.372, F . S.; providing that 

if a regional p l anning council region, as such region 

existed on January 1, 2021 , does not have a hurricane 

evacuation shelter deficit , educational facilities 

within the region are not required to incorporate the 

public shelter criteri a; requiring the statewide 

emergency shelter plan to identify the general 

location and square footage of existing and needed 

shelters by regional planning council regi on, as such 

regions existed on January 1 , 2021 ; amending s . 

1013.385 , F . S . ; authorizing counties, rather than 

regional p l a n ning councils , t o determine whether there 

is sufficient shelter capacity in a school dis t rict; 

amending s . 1013 . 74, F.S . ; requiring public hurricane 

evacuation shelters in certain regional planning 

council regions , as such regions existed on January 1, 

2021, to be constructed in accordance with public 

shelter standards ; amending ss . 68 . 082, 120 . 52 , 

120.525 , 120 . 65, 163.3164, 163 . 3177 , 163 . 3178 , 

163.3184, 163.3245, 163.568, 164.1031, 186 . 003, 

186.006, 186 . 008 , 186.803 , 187 . 201, 218 . 32 , 258 . 501, 

260 . 0142, 288.0656, 288 . 975, 335 .188 , 338.2278, 

339.155, 339. 1 75 , 339.63, 339 . 64, 341.041, 343 . 54 , 

369 . 303, 373 . 309, 377.703 , 378.411, 380 . 031, 380 . 045 , 

380 . 055 , 380.06 , 380.061, 380 . 07, 380 . 507, 403 . 0752 , 

403 . 503, 403.50663 , 403 . 507, 403.518, 403.522, 

403.526, 403.5272 , 403.5363, 403.5365 , 403.537, 

403.704, 403.7226, 403 . 9403, 403.941, 403.9422, 

403.973, 408 . 033, 420.609, 427.012, 501 . 171, and 
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1013 . 30 , F . S . ; con formi ng provisions and cross­

references to changes made b y the act ; amending ss . 

339 . 2 85 , 373 . 41 5 , and 403.51 1 5, F. S .; conformi ng 

c r oss-references ; reenacting ss . 57 . 1 05(5 ) , 

57 . 11 1 (3 ) (f), and 21 6 . 241 (3) , F . S ., relat i ng to 

attorney fees , civil actions a nd administrative 

p r oceedi ngs initiated by state a genci es , and 

i n itiation or commencement of new programs , 

r espect ive l y , t o incorporate the amendment made to s . 

120 . 52 , F . S ., in references thereto; reenact i ng s . 

380 . 0552(6 ), F. S. , r elating t o t he Florida Ke ys Are a 

a n d i t s p rotection and designat ion as an a r ea of 

criti cal state concern , to i ncorporate the amendment 

made to s. 38 0 .045 , F.S. , i n a reference t hereto ; 

a u thorizing local governments to enter into a g reements 

to create regional p l anning entiti es ; provi ding a n 

effective date . 

Be It Enacted by the Legi slature of the State of Florida: 

Section 1 . Subsections (7) a nd (8 ) of section 186 . 007, 

Florida Statutes , are amended to read : 

186 . 007 State comprehensive p l an ; prep a r ation ; revision. ­

(7 ) I n preparing a nd revising the state comprehen sive p l an , 

the Executive Office of t he Governor shal l , to t he e x tent 

feasible , consider studies , reports , and plans of each 

department , agen cy , and institu tion of state and local 

government , each regional plann ing agency, and the Federal 

Government and s hall take into account the existing and 
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prospective resources, capabilities, and needs of state and 

local levels of government. 

(8) The revision of the state comprehensive plan is a 

continui ng process. Each secti on of the p l an shall be reviewed 

and anal yzed biennially by the Executive Office of the Governor 

in conjunction with the planning officers of other state 

agencies significantly affected by the provisions of the 

particu lar section under review . In conducting this review and 

analysis , the Executive Office of the Governor shall review and 

consider , with the assistance of the state land planning agencyL 

any relevant reports, data, or analyses and regional planning 

eouneils, the evaluation and appraisal reports prepared pursuant 

to s . 186.511. Any necessary revisions of the state 

comprehensive plan shall be proposed by the Governor in a 

written report and be accompanied by an explanation of the need 

for such changes. If the Governor determines that changes are 

unnecessary, the written report must explain why changes are 

unnecessary . The proposed revisions and accompanying 

explanations may be submitted in the report required bys . 

186.031 . Any propos ed r evisions to the plan shall be submitted 

to the Legislature as provided ins . 186 . 008(2) at least 30 days 

prior to the regular legislative session occurring in each even­

numbered year. 

Section 2. Sections 186.501, 186 . 502 , 186. 5 03 , 186.504 , 

186.505 , 186.506, 186 . 507 , 186 . 508, 186 . 509 , 186.511, 186.512, 

and 186.513, Florida Statutes, are repealed . 

Section 3 . Section 186.515, Fl orida Statut es, is repealed. 

Se ction 4. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section 

215.559 , Florida Statutes , is amended to read: 
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215.559 Hurricane Loss Mitigation Program.-A Hurricane Loss 

Mitigation Program is established in the Division of Emergency 

Management. 

(1 ) The Legislature shall annually appropriate $10 mill ion 

of t h e moneys authorized for appropriation under s . 

215.555(7) (c) from the Florida Hurricane Catastrophe Fund to the 

division for the purposes set forth in this section. Of the 

amount: 

(b) Three million dollars in funds shal l be used to 

retrofit existing facili t ies used as public hurricane shelters. 

Each year the division shall prioritize the use of these funds 

for projects included in the annual report of the Shelter 

Retrofit Report prepared in accordance withs . 252.385(3 ). The 

division must give funding priority to projects in regional 

plannin g counci l regions, as such regions existed on January 1, 

2021 , that have shelter deficits and to projects that maximize 

the use of state funds. 

Section 5. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) and subsection 

(3) of section 252.385 , Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 

252 . 385 Public s helter space.-

( 2) 

(b) By January 31 of each even-numbered year, the division 

shall prepare and submit a statewide emergency shelter plan to 

the Governor and Cabinet for approval, subject to the 

requi rements for approval ins . 1013.37(2) . The plan shall 

identify the general location and square footage of special 

needs shelters , by regional planning council region, as such 

regions existed on January 1, 2021, during the next 5 years. The 

plan shall also include information on the avai l ability of 
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shelters that accept pets . The Department of Health shal l assist 

the division in determining the estimated need for special needs 

shelter space and the adequacy of facilities to meet the needs 

of persons with special needs based on information from the 

registries of persons with special needs and other information. 

(3) The division shall annually provide to the President of 

the Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the 

Governor a l ist of facilities recommended to be retrofitted 

using state funds. State funds should be maximized and targeted 

to regional planning council regions , as such regions existed on 

January 1, 2021, with hurricane evacuation shelter deficits . 

Retrofitting facilities in regions with public hurricane 

evacuation shel ter deficits shall be given first priority and 

should be completed by 2003 . All recommended facilities should 

be retrofitted by 2008. The owner or l essee of a public 

hurricane evacuation shelter that is included on the list of 

facilities recommended for retrofitting is not required to 

perform any recommended improvements. 

Section 6. Paragraph (b) of subsection (26) of section 

320.08058, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 

320 . 08058 Specialty license plates. -

(26) TAMPA BAY ESTUARY LICENSE PLATES.-

(b) The annual use fees shall be distributed to the Tampa 

Bay Estuary Program created bys. 163 . 01. 

1 . A maximum of 5 percent of such fees may be used for 

marketing the plate. 

2. Twenty percent of the proceeds from the annual use fee , 

not to eJcceed $50,000, shall be provided to the Tampa Bay 

Regional Planning Council for activities of the Agency on Bay 
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Management implementing the Council/Agency Action Plan for the 

restoration of the Tampa Bay estuary, as approved by the Tampa 

Bay Estuary Program Policy Board . 

.g.._. The remaining proceeds must be used to implement the 

Comprehensive Conservation and Management Plan for Tampa Bay, 

pursuant to priorities approved by the Tampa Bay Estuary Program 

Policy Board . 

Section 7 . Subsection (3) of section 369.307, Florida 

Statutes , is amended to read : 

369.307 Developments of regional i mpact in the Wekiva River 

Protection Area ; land acquisition. -

(3) The Wekiva River Protection Area is hereby d e clared to 

be a natural resource of state and regional importance . The St . 

Johns River Water Management District East Central Florida 

Regional Planning Council shall adopt policies t hat as part of 

its strategic regional policy plan and regional issues l ist 

which will protect the wa ter quantity, water quality , hydrology, 

wetlands, aquatic and wetland-dependent wildlife species, 

habitat of species designated pursuant to rules 39 27.003 , 39 

27.001 , and 39 27.005 , Florida Admini strative Code , and native 

vegetation in the Wekiva River Protection Area . Th e water 

management district council shall also cooperate with the 

department in the department's implementation of the provisions 

e-f- s. 369 . 305 . 

Section 8 . Subsections (1) and (4) of section 369 . 324 , 

Florida Statutes , are a mended to read : 

369.324 We kiva River Basin Commission . -

(1) The Wekiva River Basin Commission is created to monito r 

and ensure the impl ementation of the recommendations of the 
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Wekiva River Basin Coordinati ng Committee for the Wekiva Study 

Area. The St. Johns River Water Management District East Central 

Florida Regional Planning Council shall provide staff support to 

the commission with funding assistance from the Department of 

Economic Opportunity . The commission shall be comprised of a 

total of 1 8 members appointed by t he Governor , 9 of whom shall 

be voting members and 9 shall be ad hoc nonvoting members . The 

voting members shall incl ude: 

(a) One member of each of the Boards of County 

Commissioners for Lake, Orange, and Semi nol e Counties . 

(b) One municipal elected official to serve as a 

representative of the municipalities located within the Weki va 

Study Area of Lake County . 

(c) One munic i pal elected official to serve as a 

representative of the municipalities located within the Wekiva 

Study Area of Orange County. 

(d) One municipal elected official to serve as a 

representative of the municipalities located within the Wekiva 

Study Area of Seminole County . 

(e) One citizen representing an environmental or 

conservation organization, one citizen representing a local 

property owner, a land developer, or an agricultural entity, and 

one at-large citizen who s hall serve as chair o f the council. 

(f) The ad hoc nonvoting members shall include one 

representative from each of the following entities : 

1. St. Johns River Management District. 

2. Department of Economic Opportunity . 

3. Department of Environmental Protection . 

4. Department of Heal th. 
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5. Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services. 

6. Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commi ssion. 

7 . Department of Transportation . 

8 . MetroPlan Orlando. 

9 . Central Florida Expressway Authority . 

(4) To assist the commission in its mission, the St . Johns 

River Water Management District East Central Florida Regional 

Planning Couneil, in coordination with the applicable regional 

and state agencies, shall serve as a clearinghouse of baseline 

or specialized studies through modeling and simulation, 

including collecting and d i sseminating data on the demographics, 

economics , and the environment of the Wekiva Study Area 

including the changing conditions of the Wekiva River surface 

and groundwater basin and associated influence on t he Wekiva 

River and the Wekiva Springs. 

Section 9. Subsections (3), (4), (7), (8), and (12) of 

section 380 . 05, Florida Statutes, are amended to read : 

380 . 05 Areas of cri tical state concern.-

(3) Each local government regional planning agency may 

recommend to the state land planning agency from time to time 

areas wholly or partially within its jurisdiction that meet the 

criteria for areas of critical state concern as defined in this 

section . Each regional planning agency shall sol i cit from the 

local governments within its jurisdiction suggestions as to 

areas to be recommended. A local government in an area where 

there is no regional planning agency may recommend to the state 

land planning agency from t ime to time areas wholly or partially 

within its jurisdiction that meet the criteria for areas of 

critical state concern as defined in this section. If the state 
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land planning agency does not recommend to the commission as an 

area of critical state concern an area substantially similar to 

one that has been recommended, it shall respond in writi ng as to 

its reasons therefor . 

(4) Before Prior to submitting any recommendation to the 

commission under subsection ('1), the state land planning agency 

shall give notice to any committee appointed pursuant to s. 

380.045 and to all local governments and regional planning 

agencies that include within their boundari es any part of any 

area of cri tical state concern proposed to be designated by the 

rule, in addition to any notice otherwise required under chapter 

120. 

(7) The state land planning agency and any applicabl e 

regional planning agency shall, to the greatest e~tent possible, 

provide technical assistance to local governments in the 

preparation of the land development regulations and local 

comprehensive plan for areas of· critical state concern . 

(8) If any local government fails to submit land 

development regulations or a local comprehensive plan , or if the 

regulations or plan or p lan amendment submitted do not comply 

with the principles for guiding development set out in the rule 

designating the area of critical state concern, within 120 days 

after the adoption of the rule designating an area of critical 

state concern , or within 120 days after t h e issuance of a 

recommended order on the compliance of the plan or plan 

amendment pursuant to s . 163.3184, or within 1 20 days after the 

effective date of an order rejecting a proposed land development 

regulation, the state land planning agency shall submit to the 

commission recomme nded l and development regulations and a local 
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comprehensive plan or portions thereof applicable to that l ocal 

government ' s portion of the area of critical state concern. 

Within 45 days following receipt of the recommendation from the 

agency, the commission shall eit her reject the recommendation as 

tendered or adopt the recommendation with or without 

modification, and by rule establish land development regulations 

and a local comprehensive plan applicable to that local 

government ' s portion of the area of critical state concern . 

However , such rule shall not become effective before prior to 

legislative review of an area of critical state concern pursuant 

to paragraph (1) (c). In the rule, the commission shall specify 

the extent to which its l and development regulations, plans, or 

p lan amendments will supersede, or will be supplementary to, 

local land development regulations and plans. Notice of any 

proposed rul e issued under this section shall be given to a l l 

local governments and regional planning agencies in the area of 

critical state concern, in addition to any other notice required 

under chapter 120 . The land development regulations and local 

comprehensive plan adopted by the commission under this section 

may include any type of regulation and plan that could have been 

adopted by the l ocal government . Any land development 

regulations or local comprehensive pla n or plan ame ndme nts 

adopted by the commiss ion under this section shall be 

administered by the local government as part of, or in t he 

absence of, the local l and development r egulation s and local 

comprehensive plan . 

(12) Upon the reques t of a substantially interested person 

pursuant to s . 120 . 54(7), a local government or regional 

planning agency wi t hin the designated area , or the state l and 
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planning agency, the commission may by rule remove , contract, or 

expand any designated boundary . Boundary expansions are subject 

to legislative review pursuant to paragraph (1) (c) . No boundary 

may be modified without a specific finding by the commission 

that such changes are consistent with necessary resource 

protection. The total boundaries of an entire area of critical 

state concern shall not be removed by the commission unless a 

minimum time of 1 year has elapsed from the adoption of 

regulations and a local comprehensive plan pursuant to 

subsection (1), subsection (6) , subsection (8), or subsection 

(10) . Before totally removing such boundaries, the commission 

shall make findings that the regulations and plans adopted 

pursuant to subsection (1), subsection (6), subsection (8), or 

subsection (10) are being effectively implemented by l ocal 

governments within the area of critical state conce rn to prote ct 

the area and that adopted local government compre hensive p l ans 

within the area have been conformed to pri nci ples for guiding 

developme nt for the area. 

Section 10. Subsections (3) and (6) of sec tion 40 3 .7225, 

Florida Statutes , are amende d to read: 

403.7225 Local hazardous waste management assessments . ­

(3) Each county or regional planning council shall 

coordi nate the local hazardous waste management asse ssments 

within its jur isdict ion accor ding to guide lines established 

unde r s . 403.7226. If a county declines to p e rform t he local 

hazardous waste management assessment , -the c ount y shall make 

arrangements with the departme nt its regional planning council 

to perform the assessment. 

(6) Unless perfor me d by t he county pursuant to subsection 
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(3), the depart ment the regional planning eouncilo shall upon 

successful arrangements with a county : 

(a) Perform local ha zardous waste management assessments; 

and 

(b) Provide any t echnical expertise needed by the counties 

in developing the assessments . 

Section 11. Subsection (2) of section 403.723 , Florida 

Statutes, is amended to read: 

403.723 Siting of hazardous waste facilities.-It is the 

intent of the Legislature to facilitate siting of proper 

hazardous waste storage facilities in each region and any 

additional storage , treatment, or disposal facilities as 

required . The Legislatu re recognizes the need for facilitating 

disposal of waste produced by small generators , reduci ng the 

vol ume of wastes generated in the state, reducing the toxicity 

of wastes generated in the state, and providing treatment and 

disposal facilities in the state . 

(2 ) After e ach county designates areas for storage 

facilities , the department each regional planning council shall 

designate one or more sites at which a regional hazardous waste 

storage or treatment facility could be constructed . 

Section 12 . Subsections (1) and (2) of section 1013 . 372 , 

Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 

1013.372 Education facilities as emergency s helters . -

(1) The Depart ment of Education shall, in con sultation wit h 

boards and county and state emergency management offices, 

include within the standards to be devel oped under this 

subsection public shelter design criteri a to be incorporated 

into the Florida Building Code . The new criteria must be 
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designed to ensure that appropriate new educational facilities 

can serve as public s helters for emergency management purposes. 

A facility , or an appropriate area within a facility , for which 

a design contract is entered into after the effective date of 

the i nclusion of the public shelter criteria in the code must be 

bui l t in compliance with the amended code unless the facility or 

a part of it is exempted from using the new shelter criteri a due 

to its l ocation , size, or other charact eristics by the 

applicable board with t he concurrence o f t he applicable local 

emergency management agency or the Division of Emergency 

Management . Any educational facility located or proposed to be 

located in an identified category 1, 2, or 3 evacuation zone is 

not subject to the requirements of this subsection. If the 

regional planni ng counci l region in which the county is locatedL 

as such region e x isted on January 1, 2021, does not have a 

hurricane evacuation shelter deficit , as determined by the 

Division of Emergency Management , educational facilities within 

the planning council region are not required to incorporate the 

publi c shelter criteria. 

(2) By January 31 of each even- numbered year, the Division 

of Emergency Management shall prepare and submit a statewide 

emergency shelter plan to t he Governor and the Cabinet for 

approval . The plan must identify the general location and square 

footage of e xisting shelters, by regional planning council 

region, as such regions existed on January 1 , 2021, and the 

general location and square footage of needed shelters , by 

regional planning council region , as such regions existed on 

January 1, 2021, during the next 5 years. The plan must identi fy 

the types of public facilities that should be constructed to 
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comply with emergency-shelter criteria and must recommend an 

appropri ate and available source of funding for the additional 

cost of constructing emergency shelters within these public 

facilit i es . After the approval of the plan, a board may not be 

required to build more emergency- shel ter space than identifi ed 

as needed in the plan, and decisions pertaining to exemptions 

pursuant to subsection (1) must be guided by t he plan . 

Section 13 . Paragraph (e) of subsection (2) of section 

1013.385 , Florida Statutes , is amended to read: 

1013 . 385 School dis t rict construction flexibility . -

(2 ) A resolution adopted under t hi s section may propose 

implementation of exceptions to requirements of the uniform 

statewide bui l ding code for the planning and construction of 

public educational and ancillary plants adopted pursuan t toss. 

553.73 and 1013.37 relating to : 

(e) Any other provisions that limit the ability of a school 

to operate in a facility on the same basis as a charter school 

pursuant to s. 1002.33(18) so l ong as the county regional 

planning council determines that there is sufficient s helter 

capacity within the school district as documented in the 

Statewide Emergency Shelter Plan . 

Section 14. Subsection (4) of section 1013.74, Flor ida 

Statutes , is amended to read : 

1013 . 74 University authorization for f i xed c apital outlay 

projects.-

(4) The university board of trustees shall, in consultation 

with local and state emergency management agenci es , assess 

e xistin g facilities to ide ntify the extent to which each campus 

has public hurricane evacuation shelter space. The board shall 
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submit to the Governor and t he Legislature by August 1 of each 

year a 5-year capital improvements program that identifies new 

or retrofitted facilities that will incorporate enhanced 

hurricane resistance standards and that can be used as public 

hurricane evacuation shelters. Enhanced hurricane resistance 

standards include fixed passive protecti on for window and door 

applications to provide mitigation protection, security 

protection with egress, and energy efficiencies that meet 

standards required in the 130-mile- per-hour wind zone areas. The 

board must also submit proposed facility retrofit projects to 

the Division of Emergency Management for assessment and 

inclusion in the annual report prepared in accordance withs . 

252 . 385(3). Until a regional planning council region, as such 

region existed on January 1, 2021, in which a campus is located 

has sufficient public hurr icane evacuation shelter space, any 

campus building for which a design contract is entered into 

subsequent to Jul y 1, 2001, and which has been ide nti f i e d by t he 

board, with the concurrence of the local emergency management 

agency or the Division of Emergency Management , to be 

appropriate for use as a public hurricane evacuation shelter, 

must b e constructed in accordance with public shelter standards. 

Section 15. Paragraph (f) of subsection (1) of section 

68 . 082, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 

68 . 082 False claims against the state; defini tions; 

liability . -

(1) As used in this section, the term: 

(f) "State" means the government of the state or any 

d epartment , division, bureau, commission, regional planning 

agency, board, district, authority, agency, or other 
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instrumentality of the state. 

Section 16. Paragraph (a ) of subsection (1) of section 

120 . 52, Florida Statute s , is amended to read : 

120.52 Definitions. - As used in this act : 

(1) "Agency" means the following officers or governmental 

entities if acting pursuant to powers other than those derived 

from the constitution : 

(a) The Governor ; each state officer and state department , 

and each departmental unit described ins . 20.0 4; the Board of 

Governors of the State University System; t h e Commission on 

Ethics ; the Fish and Wildlife Conservat ion Commission; a 

regional water supply authority; a regional planning agency; a 

multicounty special district , but only if a majority of its 

governing board is comprised of nonelected persons; educational 

units ; and each entity described in chapters 163, 373, 380 , and 

582 ands . 186.504. 

This definition does not include a municipal ity or legal e ntity 

created solel y by a municipal i ty; a legal entity or agency 

created in whole or in part pursuant to part II of chapter 361 ; 

a metropolitan planning organization created pursuant to s . 

339.175; a separate legal or administrative entity created 

pursuant to s . 339 . 175 of which a metropolitan planning 

organizati on is a member; an expressway authority pursuant to 

chapter 348 or any transportation authority or commission under 

chapter 343 or chapter 349 ; or a legal or admi nistra t i v e ent i t y 

created by an interlocal agreement pursuant to s. 163 .01(7), 

unless any party to such agre eme nt is otherwise an agency as 

defined in t his subsect ion. 
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Section 17. Subsection (4) of section 120.525, Florida 

Statutes, is amended to read: 

120.525 Meetings, hearings, and workshops. -

(4) For purposes of establishing a quorum at meetings of 

regional planning councils that cover three or more counties, a 

voting member who appears v i a telephone, real time 

videoconferencing, or simi l ar real time electronic or video 

communication that is broadcast publicly at the meeting location 

may be counted toward the quorum requirement if at least one 

third of the voting members of the regional planning council are 

physically present at the meeting location . A member must 

provide oral, written, or electronic notice of his or her intent 

to appear via telephone , real time videoconferencing, or similar 

real time electronic or video communication to the regional 

planning council at least 24 hours before the scheduled meeting. 

Section 18 . Subsection (9) of section 120.65, Florida 

Statutes, is amended to read: 

120.65 Administrative law judges.-

(9) The division shall be reimbursed for administrative law 

judge ser vices and travel expenses by the following entities : 

water management districts, regional planning councils, school 

districts , community colleges, the Division of Florida Colleges, 

state universities , t he Board of Governors of the State 

University Sy stem, t he State Board of Education, the Florida 

School for the Deaf and t he Blind, and the Commission for 

Independent Education . These entities shall contract with the 

division to establish a contract rate f or services and 

provisions for reimbursement of administrative law judge travel 

expenses and video teleconferencing expenses attributable to 
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hearings conducted on behalf of these entities. The contract 

rate must be based on a total-cost-recovery methodology . 

Section 19 . Subsections (41) and (45 ) of section 163.3164 , 

Florida Statutes, are amended to read : 

163.31 64 Community Planning Act ; definitions . -As used in 

this act: 

(41) " Regional planning agency" means the council created 

pursuant to chapter 186. 

(44)--(--4-§+- "Structure" has the same meaning as ins. 

380 . 031 (18) G . 380 . 031 (1 9 ). 

Section 20. Paragraph (h) of subsection (6 ) of secti on 

163.3177, Florida Statutes, is amended to read : 

163.31 77 Required and optional elements of comprehensive 

plan; studi es and surve ys . -

(6) In addition t o the requirements o f subsections (1 )-(5 ) , 

the comprehensive p lan shall include the fo l lowing elements: 

(h)l . An intergovernmental coordination element showing 

relationships and stat ing principles and guidelines to be used 

in coordinating the adopted comprehensive p l an with the p l ans of 

school boards, regional water supply authori t i es , and other 

units of local government providing services but not having 

regulatory authority over the use of land, with t he 

comprehensive plans of adjacent municipalities, the county, 

adjacent counti es , or the region, wi t h the state comprehens i ve 

plan and with the applicable regional water supply plan approved 

pursuant to s. 373 . 709, as the case may require and as such 

adopted plans or plans i n preparation may exist . This element of 

t he local comprehensive plan mus t demonstrate consideration of 

t he particular effects of the l ocal plan , when adopted , upon the 
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development of adjacent municipalities, the county, adjacent 

counties, or the region, or upon the state comprehensive plan, 

as the case may require . 

a. The int ergovernmental coordination element must provide 

procedures for identifying and implementing joint planni ng 

areas , especially for the purpose of annexation, municipal 

incorporation, and joint infrastructure service areas . 

b . The intergovernmental coordination element shall provide 

for a dispute resolution process, as established pursuant to s. 

186.509, for bringing intergovernmental disputes to closure in a 

timely manner . 

c. The intergovernmental coordination e l ement shall provide 

for interlocal agreements as established pursuant to s . 

333.03(1) (b) . 

2. The intergovernmental coordination element shall also 

state principles and guidelines to be used in coordinating the 

adopted comprehensive plan with the plans of school boards and 

other units of local government providing facilities and 

services but not having regulatory authority over the use of 

land. In addition, the intergovernmental coordination element 

must describe joint processes for collaborative planning and 

decisionmaking on popul ation projections and public school 

siting, the l ocation and extension of public facilities subject 

to concurrency , and siting facilities with countywide 

significance, including locally unwanted land uses whose nature 

and identity are established in a n agreement. 

3 . Within 1 year after adopting their intergovernmental 

coordination elements , each county , all the municipalities 

within that county, the district school board, and any unit of 
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local government service providers in that county shall 

establish by interlocal or other formal agreement executed by 

all affected entities, the joint processes described in this 

subparagraph consistent with their adopted intergovernmental 

coordination e l ements . The agreement must: 

a. Ensure that the local government addresses through 

coordination mechanisms the impacts of devel opment proposed in 

the local comprehensive plan upon development in adjacent 

municipalities, the county, adjacent counties , the region, and 

the state. The area of concern for municipalities shall i nclude 

adjacent municipalities, the county, and counties adjacent to 

the municipality. The area of concern for counties s hall include 

al l municipalities within the county, adjacent counties , and 

adj acent municipalities. 

b. Ensure coordination in establishing level of servi ce 

standards for publ ic facilities with any state, regional, or 

local entity having operational and maintenance responsibility 

for such facilities. 

Section 21 . Subsection (5) of section 163 . 3178, Florida 

Statutes, is amended to read : 

163 .3178 Coastal management . -

(5) ~ The appropriate dispute resolution process provided 

under s . 186.509 must be used to reconcile inconsistencies 

between port master plans and local comprehens i ve plans . In 

recognition of the state's commitment t o deepwater ports , the 

state comprehensive plan must include goals , objectives , and 

policies that establish a statewide strategy for e nhancement of 

existing d eepwater ports , ensuri ng that priority i s given to 

water-depe ndent land uses . As an incentive for promoting p lan 
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639 consistency, port facilities as defined ins . 315 . 02 ( 6) on lands 

owned or controlled by a deepwater port as defined ins. 

641 311.09(1 ) , as of the effective date of this act shall not be 

642 subject to development-of- regional - impact review provided the 

643 port either successful l y completes an a lternative comprehensive 

644 development agreement with a local government pursuant toss. 

163 . 3220-163 . 3243 or successfully ent ers i nto a development 

646 agreement with the state land planning agency and applicabl e 

647 local government pursuant to s . 380.032 or, where the port i s a 

648 department of a local government , successfully e nters into a 

649 development agreement with the state land planni ng agency 

pursuant to s . 380 . 032 . Port facilities as def i ned ins. 

651 315 . 02(6 ) on lands not owned or controlled by a deepwater port 

652 as defined ins . 311 . 09 (1 ) as of t he effective date of this act 

653 s hall not be subj ect to development-of-regional- impact review 

65 4 prov ided the port successfully enters int o a devel opment 

agreement with the state land planning agency and applicabl e 

656 local government pursuant to s . 380.032 or, where the port is a 

657 department of a local government , successfully e nters into a 

658 development agreement with the state land planning agency 

659 pursuan t to s . 380 . 032. 

Section 22 . Paragraph (c) of subsecti on (1) and paragraph 

661 (b ) of subsection (3) of section 163.3184 , Florida Stat utes , are 

662 amended to read : 

663 163 . 3184 Process for adoption of comprehensive plan or plan 

664 amendmen t . -

(1 ) DEFINITIONS. - As used in this section , the term : 

666 (c ) "Reviewing agencies" means : 

667 1. The state land planning agency; 
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2 . The appropriate regional planning council; 

-3-. The appropriate water management district; 

3 . 4--,- The Department of Environmental Protection; 

4 . .§... The Department of State; 

5.-6-. The Department of Transportation; 

6.:::J.- In the case of plan amendments relating to public 

schools , the Department of Education; 

7.-8--,- In the case of p l ans or plan amendments that affect a 

military installation listed ins . 163.3175 , the commanding 

officer of the affected military installation; 

~-9-,- In the case of county plans and plan amendments, the 

Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission and the Department of 

Agriculture and Consumer Services; and 

9.±-0.- In the case of municipal plans and plan amendme nts, 

the county in which the municipality is located. 

(3) EXPEDITED STATE REVIEW PROCESS FOR ADOPTION OF 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENTS.-

(b)l . The local government, after the i nitial public 

hearing he ld pursuant to subsection (11), shall transmit within 

10 working days the amendment or amendments and appropriate 

supporting data and analyses to the r eviewing agencies . The 

local governing body s hall also transmit a copy of the 

amendments and supporting data and analyses to any other local 

government or governmental agency that has filed a written 

request with the governing body . 

2. The reviewing agencies and any other local government or 

governmental agency specified in subparagraph 1 . may provide 

comments regarding the amendment or amendments to t he local 

government. State agencies shall only comment on important state 
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resources and facilities that will be adversel y impacted by the 

amendment if adopted. Comments provided by state agencies shall 

stat e with specificity how the plan amendment will adversely 

impact an important state resource or facility and shall 

identify measures the l ocal gover nment may take to eliminate, 

reduce , or mitigate the adverse impacts. Such comments, if not 

resolved, may result in a challenge by the state land planning 

agency to the plan amendment. Agencies and local governments 

must transmit their comments to the affected local government 

such that they are received by the local government not later 

than 30 days after the date on which the agency or government 

received the amendment or amendments . Reviewing agencies shall 

a lso send a copy of their comments to the state land planning 

agency. 

3 . Comments to the local government from a regional 

planning eouncil, county7 or municipality shall be limited as 

follows: 

a. The regional planning council review and comments shall 

be limited to adverse effects on regional resources or 

facilities identified in the strategic regional pol icy plan and 

entrajuriodictional impacts that would be inconsistent with the 

comprehensive plan of any affected local government within the 

region. A regional planning council may not review and comment 

on a proposed comprehensive plan amendment prepared by ouch 

council unless the plan amendment has been changed by the local 

government subsequent to the preparation of the plan amendment 

by the regional planning council. 

b.- County comments shall be in the context of the 

relationship and effect of the proposed plan amendments on the 
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county plan. 

~e. Municipal comments shall be in the context of the 

relationship and effect of the proposed plan amendments on the 

municipal plan. 

c.€l--.- Military installation comments shall be provided in 

accordance withs. 163.3175. 

4 . Comments to the local government from state agencies 

shall be limited to the following subjects as they relate to 

important state resources and facilities that wil l be adversel y 

impacted by the amendment if adopted: 

a . The Department of Environmental Protection shall limit 

its comments to the subjects of air and water pollution; 

wetlands and other surface waters of the state; federal and 

state-owned lands and int erest in lands , including state parks, 

greenways and trails, and conservation easements; solid waste; 

water and wastewater treatment; and the Everglades ecosystem 

restoration. 

b . The Department of State shall limit its comments to the 

subjects of historic and archaeological resources . 

c. The Department of Transportation shall limit its 

comments to issues within the agen cy ' s jurisdiction as it 

relates to transportation resources and facilities of state 

importance. 

d . The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission shall 

limit its comments to subjects relating to fish and wildlife 

habitat and listed species a nd their habitat. 

e. The Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services 

shall limit its comments to the subjects of agri culture, 

f orestry, and aquaculture issues . 
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f . The Department of Education s hall l imit its comments to 

the subject of public school facilities. 

g. The appropriate water management district shall limit 

its comments to flood protection and floodplain management, 

wetlands and other surface waters, and regional water supply. 

h. The state land planning agency shall limit its comments 

to important state resources and facilities outside the 

jurisdiction of other commenting state agencies and may include 

comments on countervailing planning policies and objectives 

served by the p l an amendment that should be balanced against 

potential adverse impacts to important state resources and 

facilities. 

Section 23 . Subsection (2) of section 1 63 . 3245, Florida 

Statutes , is amended to read : 

163.3245 Sector plans . -

(2) The Upon the request of a local government having 

jurisdiction, the applieable regional planning council shall 

conduct a scoping meeting with affected local governments and 

those agencies identified ins. 163 .3184(1 ) (c) before 

preparation of the sector plan . The purpose of this meeting is 

to assist the state land planning agency and the local 

government in the identification of the relevant p l ann ing issues 

to be addressed and the data and resources available to assist 

in the preparation of the sector plan . If a scoping meeting is 

conducted, the regional planning council shall malce written 

recommendations to the state land planning agency and affected 

local governments on the issues requested by the local 

government. The scoping meeting shall be noticed and open to the 

public. If the entire planning area proposed for the sect or p lan 
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is within the jurisdict ion of two or more l ocal governments , 

some or a ll of them may enter into a joint pla nning agreement 

pursuant to s. 163.3171 with respect to the geographic area t o 

be subject to the sector plan, the planning issues t hat will be 

emphasized, procedures f or intergovernmental coordination to 

address extraju r i sdictiona l impacts , supporting applicat ion 

material s including data and analysis, procedures for publ ic 

parti cipation , or other issues. 

Section 24 . Paragraph (i) of subsection (2) of sect ion 

163.568, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 

163.5 68 Purposes and powers .-

(2) The authority is granted the authori ty to exercise al l 

powers necessary, appurtenant , convenient, or incidental to the 

carrying out of the aforesaid purposes, including , but not 

limited to , the following rights and powers : 

(i) To develop transportation plans , and to coordi nate its 

plannin g and programs with those of appropriate municipal , 

county, and state agencies and other poli tical subdivisions of 

t he s t ate . All transportation plans are subject to review and 

approval by the Depar tment of Transportation and b y the regional 

planning a gency, if any, for consistency with programs or 

planni ng for the area a nd regi on . 

Section 25 . Subsection (2 ) of section 164.1031, F l orida 

Statutes , is amended to read : 

164.1031 Definitions .-For purposes of this act : 

(2 ) "Regional government al e ntities u includes regional 

planning councils , metropolitan planning organizations , water 

supply authorities that include more than one county, l ocal 

health councils , water management districts, and other regional 
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entities that are authorized and created by general or special 

law that have duties or responsibilities extending beyond the 

jurisdiction of a single county. 

Section 26. Subsection (5) of sect ion 186.003, Florida 

Statutes , i s amended t o r ead : 

186.003 Definitions; ss . 186.001-186.031 , 186.801-186 . 901 . ­

As used in ss. 186.001-186.031 and 186 . 801-186.901, the term: 

(5) "Regional planning agency" means the regional planning 

council ereated pursuant toss. 186.501 186 .515 to C}(ereise 

responsibilities under ss. 186.001 186 . 031 and 186 . 801 186 . 901 

in a particular region of the state . 

Section 27. Subsection (7) of section 186 .0 06 , Florida 

Statutes, is amended to read : 

186 . 006 Powers and responsibilities of Executive Office of 

the Governor.-For the purpose of establishing consistency and 

uniformity in the stat e and regional planning process and in 

order to ensure that the intent of ss. 186.001-186.031 and 

186.801-186 . 901 is accompl ished, the Executive Office of the 

Governor shall : 

(7) Act as the state clearinghouse and designate the 

regional planning councils as the regional data elearinghouses . 

Section 28. Subsection (1) of section 186.008, Florida 

Statutes , is amended to read : 

186.008 State comprehensive plan; revision; 

implementation . -

(1 ) On or before Oct ober 1 of every odd-numbered year, the 

Executive Office of the Governor shal l prepare, and the Governor 

shall recommend to the Administration Commission, any proposed 

revisions to the state comprehensive p lan dee med necessary . The 
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Governor shall transmit his or her recommendations and 

explanation as required bys. 186 . 007(8) . Copies shall also be 

provided to each state agency, to each regional planning agency, 

to any other unit of government that requests a copy, and to any 

member of the public who requests a copy . 

Section 29 . Section 186.803 , Florida Statutes, is amended 

to read: 

186.803 Use of geographic information by governmental 

entitics. -When state agencies, water management districts , 

regional planning councils, local governments, and other 

governmental entities use maps, including geographic information 

maps and other graphic information materials, as the source of 

data for planning or any other purposes, they must take into 

account that the accuracy and reliability of such maps and data 

may be limited by various factors , including the scale of the 

maps , the timeliness a nd accuracy of the underlying information, 

the availability of more accurate site-specific information, and 

t he presence or absence of ground truthing or peer review of the 

underlying information contained in such maps and other graphic 

information. This section does not apply to maps adopted 

pursuant to part II of chapter 163 . 

Section 30 . Paragraph (b) of subsection (20) of section 

187.201 , Florida Statutes, is amended to read : 

187 . 201 State Comprehensive Plan adopted. - The Legislature 

hereby adopts as the State Comprehensive Plan the following 

specific goals and policies: 

(20 ) GOVERNMENTAL EFFICIENCY . ­

(b) Policies.-

1 . Encourage greater cooperation between, among, and within 

Page 30 of 84 

CODING : Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions . 



875 

880 

885 

890 

895 

Florida Senate - 2021 CS for SB 62 

871 

872 

873 

874 

876 

877 

878 

879 

881 

882 

883 

88 4 

886 

887 

888 

889 

891 

892 

893 

894 

896 

897 

898 

899 

578-01357-21 202162cl 

all levels of Florida government through the use of appropriate 

i nterlocal agreements and mutual partici pation for mutual 

benefit. 

2. Allow the creation of independent special taxing 

districts which have uniform general law standards and 

procedures and d o not overburden other governments and their 

taxpayers while prevent ing the proliferation of i ndependent 

special taxing dis t ricts which do not meet these standards . 

3 . Encourage the use of muni cipal services taxing units and 

other dependent special districts to provide needed 

infrastructure where the fi scal capacity exists to s upport such 

an approach. 

4. Elimina t e regulatory activities that are no t t ied to 

specific public and nat ural resource protection needs. 

5. Eliminate needless duplication of , a n d promote 

cooperation in , governmental activit i es between, among, and 

within state , regional , county, city , and other governmental 

units . 

6. Ensure , wherever possi ble , that the geographic 

bounda ries of wate r management districts , regional planning 

eouncils , and substate districts of the executive departments 

shall be coterminous for related s t ate or agency programs a nd 

function s and promote interagen cy agreements i n order to reduce 

the number of d istricts and councils wit h jurisdictio n in any 

one county . 

7 . Encourage and provide for the restructuring of city and 

county political jurisdiction s with the goals of greater 

efficiency and high-quality and more equitable and responsive 

public service programs . 
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8. Replace multiple, small scale, economically inefficient 

local public facilities with regional facil i ties where they are 

proven to be more economical , particularly in terms of energy 

efficiency, and yet can retain the quality of service expected 

by the public. 

9. Encourage greater efficiency and economy at all l evels 

of government through adoption and implementation of effective 

records management, information management, and evaluation 

procedures. 

10. Throughout government , establish citizen management 

efficiency groups and internal management groups to make 

recommendations for greater operating efficiencies and improved 

management practices. 

11. Encourage governments to seek outside contracting on a 

competitive-bid basis when cost-effective and a ppropriate . 

12 . Discourage undue expansion of state government and make 

every effort to streamline state government in a cost-effective 

manner. 

13 . Encourage joint venture solutions to mutual problems 

between levels of government a nd private enterprise. 

Section 31 . Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) and subsection 

(2) of section 218.32, Florida Statutes, are amended to r ead : 

218.32 Annual financial reports ; l ocal governmental 

entities .-

( 1 ) 

(c) Each regional planning council created under s . 

186 . 504 , each local government finance commission, board, or 

council, and each municipal power corporat ion created as a 

separate l egal or administrative entity by interlocal agr eemen t 
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under s. 163.01(7) shall submit to the department a copy of its 

audit report and an annual financial report for the previous 

fiscal year in a format prescribed by the department . 

(2) The department shall annually by December 1 file a 

verified r eport with the Governor , t h e Legislature, the Auditor 

General , and the Special District Accountability Program of the 

Department of Economic Opportunity s howing the revenues , both 

locally derived and derived from intergovernmental transfers, 

and the expenditures of each local governmental entity, regional 

planning council , local government finance commission , and 

municipal power corporation that is required to submit an annual 

financial report. In preparing the verified report, the 

department may request additional information from the l ocal 

governmental entity . The informati on requested must be provided 

to the department within 45 days after the request . If the l ocal 

governmen t al entity does not compl y with the request , the 

department shall notify the Legislative Auditing Committ ee , 

which may take action pursuant to s. 11 . 40(2 ). The report must 

include , but i s not limited to: 

(a ) The total revenues and expenditures of each local 

governmental entity that is a component unit included in the 

annual financial report of the reporting e n tity . 

(b) The amount of outstanding long-term debt by each local 

governmental entity. For purposes of this paragraph , the term 

"long- term debt " means any agreement or series of agreements to 

pay money, which, at inception, contemplate terms of payment 

exceeding 1 year in durat i on . 

Section 32 . Paragraph (a) of subsection (7 ) of section 

258.501 , Florida Statutes , is amended to read : 
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258.501 Myakka River ; wild and scenic segment.-

(7 ) MANAGEMENT COORDI NATING COUNCIL .-

(a) Upon designation , the department shal l create a 

permanent council to provide interagency and intergovernmental 

coordination in the management of the river . The coordinating 

council s hal l be composed of one representative appoint ed from 

each of the following: the department , the Department of 

Transp ortation, the Fish and Wildl ife Conservation Commission, 

the Department of Economic Opportunity, the Florida Forest 

Service of the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services , 

the Division of Historical Resources of the Department of State, 

the Tampa Bay Regional Planning Couneil, the Southwest Florida 

Water Management District , the Southwest Florida Regional 

Planning Council, Manatee County , Sarasota County, Charlotte 

County, t he City of Sarasota , t he City of North Port, 

agricultural interests , e nvironmental organizations , and any 

others d eemed advisable by the department. 

Section 33 . Subsections (1) and (3) of section 260 . 0142 , 

Florida Statutes , are amended to read : 

260.0 1 42 Florida Greenways and Trai l s Council; composition; 

powers and duties . -

(1 ) There is created within the department the Florida 

Greenways and Trails Council which shall advi se the department 

in t he execution of the department' s powers and duties under 

this chapter . The counci l shall be composed of 19 -2-8- members , 

consisting of : 

(a ) l . Five members appointed by the Governor, with two 

members representing the trail user community, two members 

representing the greenway user community , a nd one member 
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representing private landowners. 

2 . Three members appointed by the President of the Senate, 

with one member representing the trail user community and two 

members representing the greenway user community. 

3 . Three members appointed by the Speaker of the House of 

Representatives, with two members representing the trail user 

community and one member representing the greenway user 

community. 

Those el igible to represent the trail user community shall be 

chosen from, but not be limited to, paved trail users, hikers, 

off-road bicyclists , users of off-highway vehicl es, paddlers, 

equest rians, disabled outdoor recreational users, and commercial 

recreational interests . Those eligible to represent the greenway 

user community shall be chosen from , but not be limited to , 

conservation organizations, nature study organizations, and 

scientists and university e xperts. 

(b) The~~ remaining members shal l include: 

1 . The Secretary of Environmental Protection or a designee. 

2 . The executive director of t he Fish and Wildlife 

Conservation Commission or a designee. 

3. The Secretary of Transportation or a designee. 

4. The Director of the Florida Forest Service of the 

Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services or a designee . 

5. The director of the Division of Historical Resources of 

the Department of State or a designee . 

6. A r epr esentative of the water management districts . 

Membership on the council shall rotate among t h e five districts. 

The districts s hall determine t he order of rotation . 
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7. A representative of a federal land management agency. 

The Secretary of Environmental Protection shal l identify the 

appropriate federal agency and request designation of a 

representat ive from the agency to serve on the council . 

8. A representative of the regional planning counci ls to be 

appointed by the Secretary of Environmental Protection. 

Membership on the council shall rotate among the seven regional 

planning councils. The regional planning councils shall 

determine the order of rotation. 

-9--. A representative of local governments to be appointed by 

t he Secretary of Environmental Protection. Membership shall 

alternate between a county representative and a municipal 

representative . 

(3 ) The term of a l l ~ppointees shall be for 2 years un l ess 

otherwise specified . The appointees of the Governor , the 

President of the Senate , and the Speaker of the House of 

Representatives may be reappointed for no more than four 

consecutive terms . The representatives of the water management 

districts, regional planning councils, and local governments may 

be reappoi nted for no more than two consecutive terms. All other 

appointees shall serve until replaced. 

Section 34. Paragraph {a) of subsection (6) of section 

288.0656, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 

288.0656 Rural Economic Development Initiative . -

(6) {a) By August 1 of each year, the head of each of the 

fo l lowing agencies and organizations shall designate a deputy 

secretary or higher-level staff person from within the agency or 

organization to serve as the REDI representative for the agency 

or organization: 
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1. The Department of Transportation. 

2. The Department of Environmental Protection . 

3. The Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services . 

4. The Department of State . 

5. The Department of Health. 

6 . The Department of Children and Families. 

7 . The Department of Corrections . 

8 . The Department of Education . 

9 . The Department of Juvenile Justice. 

10. The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission. 

11 . Each water management district . 

12. Enterprise Florida, Inc. 

13. CareerSource Florida, Inc . 

14. VISIT Florida. 

1 5 . The Florida Regional Planning Council Association. 

-l-6--.- The Agency for Health Care Administration. 

16.-l---+-.- The Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences 

(IFAS) . 

An alternate for each designee shall also be chosen, and the 

names of the designees and alternates shall be sent t o the 

e xecutive d irector of t he department. 

Section 35 . Subsection (2) , paragraph (c} o f subsection 

(4), and subsections (7), (8), and (9) of section 288 . 975, 

Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 

288.975 Military base reuse plans . -

(2) As used in this section , t he term: 

(a) "Affected local government" means a local government 

adjoining t h e host l ocal government and any other unit of local 
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government that is not a host local government but that is 

identified in a proposed military base reuse plan as providing, 

operating, or mai ntaining one or more public facilities as 

defined ins. 163.3164 on lands within or serving a military 

base designated for closure by the Federal Government . 

(b) "Affected person" means a host local government; an 

affected local government; any state, regional , or federal 

agency; or a person who resides, owns property , or owns o r 

operates a business within the boundaries of a host local 

government or affected local government. 

(c) "Base reuse activities" means development as defined in 

s . 380.04 on a military base designated for closure or closed by 

the Federal Government. 

(d) "Host local government" means a local government within 

the j urisdiction of whi c h all or part of a mili tary base 

designated for closure by the Federal Government is located. 

Thi s shall not include a county if no part of a military base is 

located in its unincorporated area. 

(e ) "Military base" means a military base designated for 

closure or closed by the Federal Government. 

(f) "Regional policy plan" means a strategic regional 

policy plan that has been adopted by rule by a regional planning 

council pursuant to s . 186.508 . 

-fg+- "State comprehensive plan" means the plan as provided 

in chapter 187. 

( 4) 

(c) Military base reuse plans shall identify proj ected 

impacts to s ignificant regional resources and natural resources 

of regional significance as identified by applicabl e regional 
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planning councils in their regional policy plans and the actions 

that s h al l be taken to mitigate such impacts. 

(7) A mi l itary base reuse plan shall be consistent with the 

comprehensive plan of the host local government and shall not 

conflict with the comprehensive plan of any affected local 

governments . A military base reuse plan shall be consistent with 

the nonprocedural requirements of part II of chapter 163 and 

rules adopted thereunder , applicable r egional policy plans, and 

the state comprehensive plan. 

(8) At the request of a host local government , the 

department shall coordinate a presubmission workshop concerning 

a military base reuse plan wi thin the boundaries of the host 

jurisdiction. Agencies that s hall participate in the workshop 

shall include any affected local governments; the Department of 

Environmental Prot ection; the department; the Department of 

Transportation; the Department of Health; the Department of 

Children and Families; the Department of Juvenile Justice ; the 

Department of Agriculture and Consumer Servi ces ; the Department 

of State ; the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission; and any 

applicabl e water management districts and regional planning 

council s . The purposes of the workshop shall be t o assist the 

host l ocal government to unders t and issues of concern to the 

above listed entities pertaining to the military base site and 

to identify opportunities for better coordination of planning 

and review efforts with the information and analyses generated 

by the federal e nvironmental impact statement process and the 

federal community base reuse planning process . 

(9) If a host local government elects to use the optional 

provisions of this act , it shall , no later than 12 months after 
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notifying the agencies of its intent pursuant to subsection (3) 

either: 

(a) Send a copy of the proposed military base reuse plan 

for review to any affected local governments; the Department of 

Environmental Protection ; the department ; the Department of 

Transportation; the Department of Health; the Department of 

Children and Fami lies ; the Department of Juveni le J ustice ; the 

Department of Agricultu re and Consumer Servi ces; the Department 

of State; the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission; and any 

applicable water management districts; and regional planning 

councils , or 

(b) Petition the department for an extension of the 

deadline for submitting a proposed reuse plan . Such an extension 

reques t must be justified by changes or delays in the closure 

process by the federal Department of Defense or for reasons 

otherwise deemed to promote the orderly and beneficial planning 

of the subject mil itary base reuse . The department may grant 

extensions to the required submission date of the reuse plan . 

Section 36. Paragraph (b) of subsection (3) of section 

335.188 , Florida Statutes, is amended to read : 

335 . 188 Access management standards; access control 

classification system; criteria . -

(3) The con trol classification system shall be developed 

consistent with the following: 

(b) The access control classification system shall be 

developed in cooperation with counties , municipalities , the 

state l and planning agency, regional planning councils, 

metropolitan planning organizations, and other local 

governmental entiti es. 
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Section 37 . Paragraph (c} of subsection (3) of section 

338.2278 , Florida Statutes , as amended by section 91 of chapter 

2020-11 4 , Laws of Florida, is amended to read: 

338 . 2278 Multi- use Corridors of Regional Economic 

Significance Program. -

( 3) 

(c)l. During the project development phase , t h e department 

shall utilize an inclusive , consensus-building mechanism for 

each proposed multiuse corridor identified in subsection (2 ). 

For each multiuse corridor identi fied in subsection (2) , the 

department shal l convene a corridor task force composed of 

appropriate representatives of: 

a . The Department of Environmental Protection ; 

b . The Department of Economic Opportunity; 

c . The Department of Education; 

d . The Department of Health; 

e . The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission ; 

f . The Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services; 

g . The local water management district or districts ; 

h. A local government official from each local government 

within a proposed corridor; 

i. Metropolitan planning organizat ions; 

j. Regional planning councils; 

h The community , who may be an individual or a member of a 

nonprofit community organizati on, as determined by t he 

department; and 

~-1----.- Appropriate environmental groups , such as 1000 Friends 

of Fl orida , Audubon Florida , the Everglades Foundation, Th e 

Nature Conservancy, the Florida Sierra Club, and the Florida 
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Wildlife Corridor, as determined by the department . 

2. The secretary of the department shall appoint the 

members of the respective corridor task forces by August 1 , 

2019 . 

3. Each corridor task force shall coordinate with the 

department on pertinent aspects of corridor analysis , including 

accommodation or colocation of multiple types of infrastructure, 

addressing issues such as those identi f ied in subsection (1), 

within or adjacent to the corridor. 

4. Each corridor task force shall evaluate the need for, 

and the economic a nd environmental impacts of, hurricane 

evacuation impacts of , and land use impacts of, the related 

corridor as identified in subsection (2) . 

5 . Each corridor tas k force s hall hold a public meeting in 

accordance with chapter 286 in each local government 

jurisdiction in which a project within an identified corridor is 

being considered . 

6. To the maximum extent feasible , the department shall 

adhere to the recommendations of the t ask force created for each 

corridor in the design of the multiple modes of transportation 

and multiple types of infrastructure associated with the 

corridor . The task force for each corridor may consider and 

recommend innovative concepts to combine right-of-way 

acquisition with the acquisition of lands or easements to 

facilitate environmental mitigation or ecosystem, wi l dlife 

habitat, or water quality protection or restoration. The 

department , in consultation with t he Department of Environmental 

Protection, may i ncorporate those features into each corridor 

during the project devel opment phase. 
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7 . The Southwest-Central Florida Connector corridor task 

force shall : 

a . Address the impacts of the constructi on of a p r oject 

within the corridor on panther and other critical wildlife 

habitat and evaluate in its final repor t the need for 

acqui sition of lands for state conservation o r as mitigation for 

p roject construction ; and 

b . Evaluate wildlife crossing design featu res to protect 

panther and other critical wildlife habitat corridor 

connect ions . 

8 . The Suncoast Connector corridor task force and the 

Northern Turnpike Connector corridor task force shall evaluate 

design features and the need for acquisition of state 

conservation lands that mitigate the impact of project 

construction within the respective corridors on: 

a . The water quality and quantity of springs, rivers, and 

aquifer recharge areas; 

b. Agricultural land u ses ; and 

c . Wildlife habitat. 

9 . Each corridor task force shall issue its evaluations in 

a final report that mu s t be submitted to the Governor, t he 

Presiden t of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of 

Representatives by November 15 , 2020 October 1 , 2020 . 

10 . The department shall provide affected l ocal governments 

with a copy of the applicable task force report and project 

alignments. Not later than December 31 , 2023 , a local government 

that has a n interchange within its jurisdiction shall review the 

applicable task force report and its local comprehensive plan as 

adopted u nder chapter 163. The local government review must 
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inclu de considerat ion of whether the area in and around the 

i nterchange contains appropriate land uses and natural r esource 

protections and whether t he comprehensive p lan shou ld be amended 

to provide such appropriate u ses and protections. 

Section 38 . Subsection (4) of section 339 . 155 , Florida 

Statutes , is amended to read : 

339.155 Transportati on planning. -

(4) ADDITIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLANS. -

(a) Upon request by local governme ntal entities, the 

department may in its discretion develop and design 

transportation corridors , arterial a nd co l lector streets, 

vehicular parking areas, a nd other support facilities which are 

consistent with the plans o f the depar tment for major 

transportation facilities . The departmen t may render to local 

governmental e ntities or their planning agencies such technical 

assistance and services as are necessary so that local plans and 

facilities are coor dinated with the plans and facilities of the 

depa r tment. 

(b) Eaeh r egional p l a nning council , as provided for in s. 

186.50 4, or any suceessor agency thereto , shall develop , as an 

element of its strategic regional policy plan , transportation 

goals and policies . The transportation goals and policies must 

b e prioritized to comply with the prevailing prineiples provided 

in subsection (1) ands. 334.046(1). The transportation goals 

and policies shall be consistent , to the maximum e xtent 

feasible , with the goals and policies of the metropol itan 

planning organization and the Florida Transportation Plan . The 

transportation goals and policies of the regional planning 

council will be advisory only and shall be submitted to the 
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department and any affected metropolitan planning organization 

for their consideration a nd comments . Metropoli tan plannin g 

organization plans and other local transportation plans shal l be 

developed consistent , to the maximum e1ctent feasible , with the 

regional transportation goals and pol icies. 

-fe-1- Regional transportation plans may be developed in 

regional transportation areas i n accordance with an interlocal 

agreement entered into pursuant to s. 163.01 by two or more 

contiguous metropolitan planning organizat ions; one or more 

metropolitan planning organizations and one or more cont iguous 

counties, none of which is a member of a metropolitan planning 

organization; a multicounty regional transportation authority 

created by or pursuant to law; two or more contiguous counties 

that are not members of a metropolitan planning organi zation ; or 

metropolitan p l anning organizati ons comprised of three or more 

counties. 

M-fEl+- The interlocal agreement must , at a minimum, 

identify the entity that will coordinate the development of the 

regional transportation plan ; delineate the boundaries of the 

regional transportation area; provide the durat i on of the 

agreement and speci fy how the agreement may be terminated, 

modified, or rescinded; describe the process by which the 

regional transportation p lan will be developed; and provide how 

members of the entity will resolve disagreement s regarding 

interpretation of the interlocal agreement or disputes relating 

to the development or content of the regional transportation 

plan. Such interlocal agreement shall become effective upon its 

recordation in the offi cial public records of each county in the 

regional transportation area. 

578-01357-21 

Page 45 of 84 

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions . 



1310 

1315 

1320 

1325 

1330 

Florida Senate - 2021 CS for SB 62 

1306 

1307 

1308 

1309 

1311 

1312 

1313 

1314 

1316 

1 317 

1318 

1319 

1321 

1322 

1323 

1 324 

1326 

1327 

1328 

1329 

1331 

1332 

1333 

1334 

578-01357 - 21 202162cl 

(d)-fe+- The regional transportation plan developed pursuant 

to this section must, at a minimum, identify regional ly 

significant transportation facilities located within a regional 

transportation area and contai n a prioritized list of regionally 

significant projects. The projects shall be adopted into the 

capital improvements schedule of the local government 

comprehens i ve plan pursuant to s. 163.3177(3). 

Section 39 . Paragraph (g) of subsection (6) of section 

339 . 175, Florida Statutes, is amended to r ead: 

339.175 Metropolitan planning organization.-

(6 ) POWERS, DUTIES, AND RESPONSIBILITIES.-The powers, 

privileges, and authority of an M. P . O. are those specifi ed in 

this section or incorporated in an interlocal agreement 

authorized under s. 163.01. Each M.P.O. shall perform all acts 

required by federal or state laws or rules, now and subsequently 

applicable , which are necessary to qualify for federal aid. It 

is the intent of this section that each M.P.O. shall be involved 

in the planning and programming of transportation fac ilities, 

including, but not limited to, airports , intercity and high­

speed rail lines, seaports, and intermodal facilities , to the 

extent permitted by state or federal law . 

(g) Each M.P.O. shall have an executive or staff director 

who reports directly to t h e M.P.O. governing board for all 

matters regarding the administration and operation of the M. P .O. 

and any additional personnel as deemed necessary. The executi ve 

director and any additional personnel may be employed either by 

an M.P.O. or by another governmental entity, such as a county, 

or city, or regional planni ng council, t hat has a staff services 

agreement signed and in effect with the M. P.O. Each M.P.O. may 
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enter into contracts with local or state agencies , private 

planning firms, private engineering firms, or other public or 

private entities to accomplish its transportation planning and 

programming duties and admi nistrative functions. 

Section 40 . Subsections (3) and (4) of section 339 . 63, 

Florida St atutes, are amended to read: 

339 . 63 System facili ties designated; additions and 

deletions.-

(3) After the initial designation of the Strategic 

Intermodal System under subsection (1), the department shall, in 

coordination with the metropolitan planning organizations, local 

governments, regional planning eouneils , transportation 

providers, and affected public agencies , add facilities to or 

delete facilities from the Strategic Intermodal System described 

in paragraphs (2) (b) and (c) based upon criteria adopted by the 

department. 

(4) After the initial designation of the Strategic 

Intermodal System under subsection (1), the department shall, in 

coordination with the metropolitan planning organizations, l ocal 

governments, regional planning councils , transportation 

providers , and affected public agencies, add facilities to or 

delete facilities from the Strategic Int ermodal System described 

in paragraph (2) (a) based upon criteria adopted by the 

department. However, an airport that is designated as a reliever 

a irport to a Strategic Intermodal System airport which has at 

least 75,000 itinerant operati ons per year, has a runway length 

of at least 5 , 500 linear feet , is capable of handling aircraft 

weighing at least 60,000 pounds with a dual wheel configuration 

which is served by at least one precision instrument approach , 
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and serves a cluster of aviat ion-dependent industries, shall be 

designated as part of the Strategic Intermodal System by the 

Secretary of Transportation upon the request of a reliever 

airport meeting this criteria . 

Sect ion 41. Subsection (1) a nd paragraph (a) of subsection 

578-01357-21 

(3) of section 339 . 64, Florida Statutes , are amended to read: 

339 . 64 Strategic Intermodal System Plan.-

(1) The department shall develop, in cooperation with 

metropolitan planning organizations, regional planning councils, 

local governments, and other transportation providers, a 

Strategic Intermodal Syst em Plan . The plan shall be consistent 

with the Florida Transportation Pl an developed pursuant to s. 

339 . 155 and shall be updated at least once every 5 years, 

subsequent to updates of the Florida Transportation Plan . 

(3) (a) During the development of updates to the Strategic 

Intermodal System Plan, the department shall provide 

metropolitan planning organizations, regional planning councils, 

local governments , transportation providers , affected public 

agencies, and citizens with an opportunity to participate in and 

comment on the development of t he update. 

Section 42. Subsection (1) of section 341 . 041 , Florida 

Statutes , is amended to read: 

341 . 041 Transit responsibi l ities of the department. -The 

department shall , within the resources provided pursuant to 

chapter 216 : 

(1) Develop a statewide p lan that provides for public 

transit and intercity bus service needs at least 5 years in 

advance. The plan shall be developed in a manner that will 

assure maximum use of exi sting facilities, and optimum 
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integration and coordination o f the various modes of 

transpor tation , i n c l uding both governmental ly owned a nd 

privat ely owned resources , i n t h e mos t cost- effective manner 

possible . The p l a n s hal l a l so incorporate plan s adopted by l ocal 

and region a l p l a nning agencies whi c h are consi stent, to t he 

maximum extent feasib le, with adop ted s t rategic policy plans a nd 

approved local government comp rehe n sive plans for t he region and 

units of l ocal government covered by the p l an and shal l , insofar 

as practi cal, conform t o f ederal p l a nning requirements. The p l an 

shall b e consist ent with the goals of t he Florida Transportation 

Plan developed pursuant t o s. 339 . 155 . 

Secti on 43 . Paragraph (m ) of s ubsection (3 ) of section 

34 3 . 54 , Florida Sta tutes , i s a mended to read : 

343.54 Powers and du t ies. -

(3 ) The authority may e xerci se al l powers necessary , 

appurtenant , convenient , or i ncidental t o the carrying out of 

the aforesaid purposes , i ncludi ng, but not limi t ed to , the 

followi ng rights a n d powers : 

(m) To cooperate wi th other governmental e n t ities and to 

contr act with other governmental agencies , including the 

Department of Transport ation , the Fe de ral Government , regional 

p l anning councils , counties , and municipalities . 

Se ction 44 . Subsection (1 ) of sect ion 369 . 303, Flori da 

Statute s , i s amended to read : 

369 . 303 De f i nitions . - As used in t h is par t: 

(1) "Couneil" me ans t h e East Central Fl orida Regional 

Plannin g Council. 

Section 45. Paragraph (e ) of subsection (1) o f s ect i on 

373 . 309 , Flori da Statu tes , i s ame nde d t o r ead: 
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373.309 Authority to adopt r u les and procedures . -

(1) The department shall adopt , and may from time to time 

amend, rules governi ng the location, construction, repair, and 

abandonment of water wells and s hall be responsible for the 

administration of this part. Wi t h r espect thereto, the 

department shall : 

(e) Encourage prevention of potable water well 

contamination and promote cost-effective remedi ation of 

contaminated potable water supplies by use of the Water Qual ity 

Assurance Trust Fund as provided ins. 376.307(1) (e) and 

establish by rule : 

1 . Delineation of areas of groundwater contamination for 

implementation of well location and construction , testing, 

permitting, and clearance requirements as set forth in 

subparagraphs 2 ., 3 . , 4., 5 ., and 6 . The department shall make 

available to water management districts, regional planning 

councils, the Department of Health, and county building and 

zoning departments , maps or other information on areas of 

contamination, including areas of ethylene dibromide 

contamination. Such maps or other informati on shall be made 

available to property owners, realtors , real estate 

associations, property appraisers, a nd other interested persons 

upon request and upon payment of appropriate costs . 

2 . Requirements for testing for suspected contamination in 

areas of known contamination, as a prerequisite for clearance of 

a water well for drinking purposes. The department is authorized 

to establish criteria for acceptance of water quality testing 

results from the Department of Health and laboratories certi f i ed 

by the Department of Health, and i s a u thorized to establish 

Page 50 of 84 

CODING: Words stricken a re deletions; words underlined are addi t ions . 



1455 

1460 

1465 

1470 

1475 

Florida Senate - 2021 CS for SB 62 

1451 

1452 

1453 

1454 

1456 

1457 

1458 

1459 

1461 

1462 

1463 

1464 

1466 

1467 

1468 

1469 

1471 

1472 

1473 

1474 

1476 

1477 

1478 

1479 

578-01357-21 202162cl 

requirements for sample collection quality assurance. 

3 . Requirements for mandatory connection to available 

potable water systems in areas of known contamination , wherein 

the d epartment may prohibit the permitting and construction of 

new potable water wells . 

4. Location and construction standards for public and al l 

other potable water wells permitted in areas of contamination . 

Such standards shall be designed to minimize the effects of such 

contamination. 

5. A procedure for permitting all potable water wells in 

areas of known contamination. Any new water well that is to be 

used for drinking water purposes and t hat does not meet 

construction standards pursuant to subparagraph 4. must be 

abandoned and plugged by the owner. Water management districts 

shall implement , through delegation from the department, the 

permitting and enforcement responsibilities of this 

subparagraph. 

6 . A procedure for clearing for use al l potable water 

wells, except wells that serve a public water supply system, in 

areas of known contamination. If contaminants are found upon 

testing pursuant to subparagraph 2. , a well may not be cleared 

fo r use without a filte r or other means of preventing the users 

of the well from being exposed to deleterious amounts of 

contaminants. The Department of Health s hal l implement the 

responsibilities of this subparagraph. 

7 . Fees to be paid fo r well construction permits and 

clearance for use . The fees shall be based on the actual costs 

incurred by the water management districts, the Department of 

Health, o r other political subdivisions in carrying out the 
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responsibilities related to potable wat er well permitting and 

clearan ce for use . The fees shall provide revenue to cover all 

such costs and shall be set according to the following schedule: 

578-01357-21 

a. The wel l construction permit fee may not exceed $500. 

b. The c l earance fee may not exceed $50. 

8 . Procedures for implementing well- location, construction , 

testing , permitting, and clearance requirements as set forth in 

subparagraphs 2 . -6 . wit hin areas that research or monitoring 

data indicate are vulnerable to contaminati on with nitrate, or 

areas in which the department provides a subsidy for restoration 

or replacement of contaminated drinking water supplies through 

extending existing water lines or developing new water supply 

systems pursuant to s . 376.307(1) (e) . The department shall 

consult with the Florida Ground Water Associat ion in the process 

of developing rules pursuant to this subparagraph. 

All fees and funds collected by each delegated enti ty pursuant 

to thi s part shal l be deposited in the appropriate operating 

account of that entity . 

Section 46. Paragraph (k ) of subsection (2 ) of section 

377.703 , Florida Statutes , is amended to read: 

377 . 703 Additional functions of t h e Departme nt of 

Agriculture and Consumer Services.-

(2 ) DUTIES .-The department shall perfor m the following 

functions , unless as otherwise provided, consistent with the 

development of a state energy policy : 

(k ) The department shall coordinate e nergy-related programs 

of state government, including , but not limited to , the programs 

provided in this section. To this end, the department shal l : 
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1 . Provide assistance to other state agencies, counties , 

and municipalities , and regional planning agencies to further 

and promote their energy planning ~ctivities . 

2. Require, i n cooperation with the Department of 

Management Services, all state agencies to operate state-owned 

and state- leased buildings in accordance with energy 

conservation standards as adopted by the Department of 

Management Services . Every 3 months, the Department of 

Management Services shall furnish the department data on 

agencies' energy consumption and emissions of greenhouse gases 

in a format prescribed by t he department . 

3 . Promote the development and use of renewable e nergy 

resources , energy efficiency technologies, and conservation 

measures. 

4. Promote the recovery of energy from wastes, including , 

but not limited to , the use of waste heat, the use of 

agricultural products as a source of energy , and recycling of 

manufactured products . Such promotion s hall be conducted in 

conjunction with, and after consultation with , the Department of 

Environmental Protection and the Florida Public Service 

Commission where electrical generation or natural gas is 

involved, and any other relevant federal , state, or local 

governmental agency having responsibility for resource recovery 

programs . 

Section 47. Subsection (3) of section 378.411 , Florida 

Statutes , is amended to read : 

378.411 Certification to receive notices of intent to mine, 

to review, and to inspect for compl i ance . -

(3) In making his or her determination, the secretary sha l l 
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consult with the Department of Economic Opportunity , the 

appropriate regional planning council , and the appropriate water 

management district. 

Section 48. Subsection (15) of section 380 . 031 , Florida 

Statu tes, is amended to read : 

380 . 031 Defin itions . - As used in this chapter : 

(15) "Regional planning agencyn means the agency designated 

by the state land planning agency to e}cerci se responsibilities 

under this chapter in a particular region of the state. 

Section 49 . Subsection (2 ) of section 380 . 0 45, Florida 

Statutes , is amended to read: 

380 . 045 Resource planning and management committees; 

objectives; procedures. -

(2 ) The committee shall include , but shall not be limited 

to , representat ion from each of the following: elected officials 

from the local governments withi n the area under study; the 

planning office of each of the l ocal governme nts withi n the area 

under study; the state land planning agency; any other state 

agency under chapter 20 a representative of which the Gover nor 

feels is relevant to t he compilation of the committee; a nd a 

water management dis trict, if appropriate , and regional planning 

council all or part of whose jurisdiction lies within the area 

under study. After the appointment of t h e members , the Governor 

shall select a chai r and vice chair. A staff member of t he state 

land planning agency shall be appointed by the director of such 

agency to serve as the secretary of the committee. The state 

land planning agency shall , to the greatest extent possible , 

provide technical assistance and administrative support to the 

committee . Meet i ngs will be called as needed by the chair or on 
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the demand of three or more members of the committee . The 

committee will act on a simple majority of a quorum present and 

shall make a report within 6 months to the head of the state 

land planning agency . The committee shall , from t he time of 

appointment , remain in e x istence for no less than 6 months . 

Section 50. Subsection (3) of section 380 . 055, Florida 

Statutes, i s amended t o read: 

380.055 Big Cypress Area . -

(3) DESIGNATION AS AREA OF CRITICAL STATE CONCERN.-The " Big 

Cypress Area ," as defined in this subsection, is hereby 

designated as an area of critical state concern. "Big Cypress 

Area" means t he area generally depicted on the map entitled 

"Boundary Map, Big Cypress National Freshwater Reserve , 

Florida , " numbered BC-91 , 001 and dated November 1971 , which is 

on f ile and available for public inspection in the office of the 

National Park Service, Department of the Interior , Washington , 

D. C. , and in the office of the Board of Trustees of the Internal 

Improvement Trust Fund , which is the area proposed as the 

Federal Bi g Cypress National Freshwater Reserve, Florida , and 

that area descri bed as follows : Sections 1 , 2, 11, 12 and 13 in 

Township 49 South , Range 31 East; and Township 49 South , Range 

32 East, less Sections 19 , 30 and 31; and Township 49 South, 

Range 33 East; and Township 49 South , Range 34 East; and 

Sections 1 through 5 a nd 10 through 14 in Township 50 South , 

Range 32 East ; and Sections 1 through 18 and 20 through 25 in 

Township 50 South, Range 33 East ; and Township 50 South , Range 

34 East, less Section 31; and Sections 1 and 2 in Township 51 

South , Ran ge 34 East; All in Collier County, Florida, which 

described area shall be known as t he "Big Cypress National 
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Preserve Addition , Florida," together with such contiguous l and 

and water areas as are ecologically linked with the Evergl ades 

National Park, certain of the estuarine fisheries of South 

Florida, or the freshwater aquifer of South Florida , the 

definit i ve boundaries of which shall be set in the fol lowing 

manner : Within 120 days following the effective date of this 

act, the state land planning agency shall recommend definitive 

boundaries for the Big Cypress Area to the Administration 

Commission , after giving notice to all local governments and 

regional planning agencies which include wi thin their boundaries 

any part of the area proposed to be i nc l uded in the Big Cypress 

Area and holding such hearings as the state l and planning agency 

deems appropriate. Within 45 days following receipt of the 

recommended boundaries , the Administration Commission shall 

adopt, modify, or reject the recommendation and shall by rule 

establish t he boundaries of the area defined as the Big Cypress 

Area . 

Section 51 . Subsection (6) and paragraph (b) of subsection 

(12) of section 380.06, Florida Statutes, are amended to read : 

380 .06 Developments of regi onal impact. -

(6 ) REPORTS.-Notwithstanding any condition in a development 

order for an approved development of regional impact, the 

developer is not required to submit an annual or a biennial 

report on the development of regional impact to the local 

government, the regional planning agency, t he state land 

planning agency, and all affected permit agencies unless 

required to do so by the local government that has jurisdict ion 

over the development. The penalty for failure to file such a 

required report is as prescribed by the local government. 
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(12) PROPOSED DEVELOPMENTS.-

(b) This subsection does not apply to: 

1. Amendments to a development order governing an exi s t i ng 

devel opment of regional impact . 

2 . An appl ication fo r development approval f iled with a 

concurr ent plan amendment application pending as of May 14, 

2015, if t he applicant e lects to have the application reviewed 

pursuant to this section as it e xisted on that date. The 

election shall be in writing and filed with the affect ed l ocal 

g overnment , regional p lanning council, a nd stat e land planning 

agency before December 31 , 20 1 8 . 

Section 52 . Subsection (2) of section 380 . 061, Florida 

Statutes , i s amended to read: 

380 . 061 The Florida Quality Developments program . -

(2 ) Following written notification to the state land 

planning agen cy and t he appropriate regional planning agency, a 

local gover nment wi th an approved Florida Quality Development 

within its jurisdiction must set a public hearing pursuant to 

its local procedures and shall a d opt a local development order 

to r eplace and supersede the development order adopted by the 

state land p lanning agen cy for the Florida Qua l ity Development . 

Thereafter , the Fl orida Quality Development shall follow the 

procedures a nd requirement s for developments of regional impact 

as specified in t hi s chapter. 

Section 53. Subsection ( 2 ) of section 380 . 07, Florid a 

St atu tes , is amended to read : 

380 . 07 Florida Land and Water Adjudicatory Commission. -

(2 ) Whenever any local government issues any development 

order in any a r ea of criti cal state concern, or i n regard to the 
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abandonment of any approved development of regional impact, 

copies of such orders as prescribed by rule by the state land 

planning agency shall be transmitted to the state land planning 

agency, the regional planning agency , and the owner or developer 

of the property affected by such order. The state land planning 

agency shall adopt rules descr i bing development order rendition 

and effectiveness in designated areas of critical state concern . 

Within 45 days after the o r der is rendered, the owner, the 

developer, or the state land planning agency may appeal the 

order to the Fl ori da Land and Water Adjudicatory Commission by 

filing a petition alleging that the development order is not 

consistent with this part. 

Section 54 . Subsection (3) of section 380.507 , Florida 

Statutes, is amended to read: 

380.507 Powers of the trust. - The trust shall have all the 

powers necessary or convenient to carry out the purposes and 

provisions of this part, including: 

(3) To provide technical and financial assistance to local 

governments , state agencies, water management districts, 

regional planning councils, and nonprofit agencies to carry out 

projects and activities and develop programs to achieve the 

purposes of this part . 

Section 55. Subsection (6) of section 403 . 0752, Florida 

Statutes, is amended to read : 

403.0752 Ecosystem management agreements . -

(6) The secretary of the department may form ecosystem 

management advisory teams for consultation and participation in 

the preparation of an ecosystem management agreement. The 

secretary shall request the participat ion of at least the state 
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and regional and local government entities having regulatory 

authority over the activities to be subject to the ecosystem 

management agreement. Such teams may also include 

representatives of other participating or advisory government 

agencies, which may include regional planning councils, private 

landowners , public landowners and managers , public and private 

utilities, corporations , and environmental i nterests . Team 

members shall be selected in a manner that ensures adequate 

representat i on of the d iverse interests and perspectives within 

the designated ecosystem. Participation by any department of 

state government is at the discretion of that agency . 

Section 56. Subsection (26) of section 403 . 503 , Florida 

Statutes, is amended to read: 

403.503 Definitions relating to Florida Electrical Power 

Plant Siting Act . - As used in this act: 

(26) "Regional planning council" means a regional planning 

council as defined ins . 186.503(4) in the jurisdiction of which 

the electrical power plant is proposed to be located. 

Section 57. Subsection (1) of section 403.50663, Florida 

Statutes, i s amended to read: 

403.50663 Informational public meetings . -

(1) A local government within whose jurisdiction the power 

plant is proposed to be sited may hold one informational public 

meeting in addition to the hearings specifically authorized by 

this act on any matter associated with the electrical power 

plant proceeding . Such informational public meetings shall be 

held by the local government or by the regional planning council 

if the local government does not hold such meeting within 70 

days after the filing of t he application. The purpose of an 
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i nformational public meet ing is for the local government er 

reg ional planning eouneil to further inf o r m the public about the 

proposed electrical power plant or associated facilities , obtain 

comment s from the public , a nd formulate its recommendation with 

respe c t to the proposed electrical power plant. 

Sect ion 58 . Parag raph (a ) of subsection (2 ) of section 

578- 01357-21 

403 . 507 , Florida Statut es, is amended t o read: 

403 . 507 Preliminary statements o f issues , reports, project 

analyses , and s t udies . -

(2 ) (a ) No later t h an 100 days after the certification 

appl i cation has been determined compl ete , t he following agencies 

shal l prepare reports as provided below and shall submi t them to 

the d e partment and the applicant, unless a final order denying 

the determinati on of need has been issued under s. 4 03 . 519: 

1 . Th e Department of Economic Opportunity shall p r epare a 

report con taining recommendations which address the impact upon 

the p ublic of t h e proposed electrical power plant , based on the 

degree to which the electrical power plant is consistent with 

the applicable portion s of the state comprehens i ve plan, 

emergency management , and other such matters within its 

jurisdiction . The Department of Economic Opportunity may also 

comment on the consi stency of the proposed e l ectrical power 

plant with applicabl e strategie regional pol icy plans or local 

comprehensive plans and land devel opment regulations . 

2 . The water management district shall prepare a report as 

to matters withi n its jurisdict ion , including but not limited 

to , the impact of the proposed electrical power p l ant on water 

resources, regional water supply planni ng, and district-owned 

lands and works . 
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3. Each local government in whose jurisdiction the proposed 

electrical power plant is to be located shall prepare a report 

as to the consistency of the proposed electrical power plant 

with all applicable local ordinances, regulations, standards, or 

criteria that apply to the proposed electrical power plant, 

i ncluding any applicable local environmental regulations adopted 

pursuant to s. 403.182 or by other means . 

4. The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission shall 

prepare a report as to matters within its jurisdiction . 

5 . The Department of Transport ation shall address the 

impact of the proposed electrical power plant on matters within 

its jurisdiction . 

Section 59 . Paragraph (c) of subsection (2) of section 

403 . 518, Florida Statutes, is amended to read : 

403.518 Fees; disposition. - The department shall charge the 

applicant the following fees, as appropriate, which, unless 

otherwise specified, shall be paid into the Florida Permit Fee 

Trust Fund: 

(2) An application fee, which shall not exceed $200 , 000. 

The fee shall be f i xed by rule on a sliding scale related to the 

size , type , ultimate site capacity, or increase in electrical 

generating capacity proposed by the application. 

(c )l. Upon written request with proper itemized accounting 

within 90 days after final agency action by the board or 

department or withdrawal of the application, the agencies that 

prepared reports pursuant to s . 403.507 or participated in a 

hearing pursuant to s. 403 . 508 may submit a written request to 

the department for reimburseme nt of expenses incurred during t he 

certification proceedings. The request shall contain an 
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accounting of expenses incurred which may include time spent 

reviewing the application , preparation of any studies required 

of the agencies by this act, agency travel and per diem to 

attend any hearing held pursuant to this act, and for any l oca l 

government's or regional planning eouncil ' s provision of notice 

of public meetings required as a result of the application for 

certification. The department shall revi ew the request and 

verify that the expenses are valid. Val i d expenses s hall be 

r eimbursed; however, in the event the amount of funds available 

for reimbursement is insufficient to provide for full 

compensation to the agencies requesting reimbursement, 

reimbursement shall be on a prorated basis . 

2 . If the application review is held in abeyance for more 

than 1 year, the agencies may submit a request for 

reimbursement . This time period shall be measured from the date 

the applicant has provided written notification to the 

department that it desires to have the application review 

process placed on hold . The fee disbursement shall be processed 

in accordance with subparagraph 1. 

Section 60. Subsection (21) of section 403.522, Florida 

Statutes, is amended to read : 

403.522 Definitions relating to the Florida Electric 

Transmission Line Siting Act. - As used in this act : 

(21) "Regional planning councilu means a regional planning 

council as defined ins. 186.503(4) in the jurisdiction of which 

the project is proposed to be located . 

Section 61. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section 

403.526, Florida Statutes, i s amended to read : 

403.526 Preliminary s tatements of issues, reports, and 
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project analyses ; studi es .-

(2) (a) No later than 90 days after the f i ling of the 

application, the fo llowing agencies shall prepare reports as 

provided below, unless a final order denying the determination 

of need has been issued under s. 403.537: 

1. The department shall prepare a report as to the impact 

of each proposed transmission line or corridor as it relates to 

matters within its jurisdiction. 

2. Each water management district in the jurisdiction of 

which a proposed transmission line or corridor is to be located 

shall prepare a report as to the impact on water resources and 

other matters within its jurisdiction. 

3 . The Department of Economic Opportunity shall prepare a 

report containing recommendati ons which address the impact upon 

the public of the proposed transmission line or corridor , based 

on the degree to which the proposed transmission line or 

corridor is consistent with the applicable portions of the state 

comprehensive plan, emergency management, and other matters 

within its jurisdiction. The Department of Economic Opportunity 

may also comment on the consistency of the proposed transmission 

line or corridor with applicabl e strategic regional policy plans 

er local comprehensive plans and land devel opment regulations . 

4. The Fish and Wi l dlife Conservation Commi ssion s hall 

prepare a report as to the impact of each proposed transmission 

l ine or corridor on fish and wildlife resources and other 

matters within its jurisdiction . 

5 . Each local governme nt shall prepare a report as to the 

impact of each propose d transmission line or corridor on matters 

within its jurisdiction, including the consistency of the 
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proposed transmission line or corridor with a l l applicabl e local 

ordinances , regulations, standards, or criteria that apply to 

the proposed transmission line or corridor, including local 

comprehensive plans, zoning regulat ions, land development 

regulations , and any applicable local environmental regulations 

adopted pursuant to s . 403 . 182 or by other means . A change by 

the responsible local government or local agency in local 

comprehensive plans, zoning ordinances, o r other regulations 

made after the date required for the filing of the local 

government ' s report required by this section is not appl icable 

to the certification of the proposed transmission line or 

corridor unless the certification is denied or the application 

is withdrawn . 

6 . The Department of Transportation shall prepare a report 

as to the impact of the proposed transmission line or corridor 

on state roads, railroads, airports, aeronautics , seaports , and 

other matters within its jurisdiction . 

7. Th e commission shall prepare a report containing its 

determination under s. 403.537, and the report may include the 

comments from the commission with respect to any other subject 

within its jurisdiction . 

8. Any other agency, if requested by the depart ment , shall 

also perform studies or prepare reports as to subjects within 

the jurisdiction of the agency which may potentially be affected 

by the proposed transmission line . 

Section 62. Subsection (1) of secti on 403.5272, Florida 

Statutes, is amended to read : 

403.5272 I n formationa l public meetings . -

(1) A local government whose jurisdiction is to be crossed 
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by a proposed corridor may hold one informational public meeting 

in addition to the hearings specifically authorized by this act 

on any matter associated with the transmission line proceeding . 

The informational public meeting may be conducted by the loeal 

government or the regional planning council and shall be hel d no 

later than 55 days aft er the application is filed. The purpose 

of an informational public meeting is for the local government 

or regi onal planning council to further inform the public about 

the t ransmission line proposed, obtain comments from the public, 

and formulate its recommendation with respect to the proposed 

transmission line . 

Section 63 . Subsection (4), paragraph (a) of subsection 

(5), and paragraph (a) of subsection (6) of section 403.5363, 

Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 

403 . 5363 Public notices ; requirements.-

(4) A local government or regional planning eouncil that 

proposes to conduct an informational public meeting pursuant to 

s . 403.5272 must publish notice of t h e meet i ng in a newspaper of 

general circulation within the county or counties in which the 

proposed electrical transmission l ine wil l be located no later 

than 7 days before prior to the meeting . A newspaper of general 

circulation shall be the newspaper that has the largest dail y 

circulation in that county and has its principal office iri that 

county. If the newspaper with the largest daily circulation has 

its principal office outside the county, the notices shall 

appear in both the newspaper having the largest circulat ion in 

that county and in a ne wspaper authorized to publish l e gal 

notices in that county. 

(5 ) (a ) A good faith effort shal l be made b y the applicant 
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to provide direct n otice of the filing of an application for 

certificati on by United States mail or hand delivery no later 

than 45 days after filing of the application to all local 

landowne rs whose property, as noted in the most recent local 

government tax records , and residences are located wit hin one­

quarter mi l e of the proposed boundaries of a transmission line 

corridor that only includes a transmission line as defined bys . 

403.522 (21 ) G. 403.522 (22). 

(6) (a) A good faith effort s hall be made by the proponent 

of a n a l ternate corridor that includes a transmission lin e , as 

defined bys. 403 . 522(21) s . 403 . 522(22), to provide direct 

notice of the filing of an alternate cor ridor for certification 

by United States mail or hand delivery of t he filing no later 

than 30 days after filing of the alternate corridor to all l ocal 

landowners whose property , as noted in the most recent local 

government tax records , and residences are l ocated within one­

quarter mile of the proposed boundaries of a transmi ssion line 

corridor that includes a transmission line as defined bys. 

403.522 (21) s. 403 . 522 (22) . 

Section 64 . Paragraph (d) of subsection (1) of section 

403 . 5365 , Florida Statutes , is amended t o read: 

403 . 5365 Fees; disposition.-The depart ment shall charge the 

applicant the following fees , as appropriate, which, unles s 

otherwise specified, shall be paid into the Florida Permit Fee 

Trust Fund: 

(1) An application fee . 

(d)l. Upon written request with proper itemized accounting 

within 90 days after final agency action by the siting board or 

the department or the written notification of the withdrawal of 
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the application, the agencies that prepared report s under s. 

403.526 ors . 403.5271 or participated in a hearing under s . 

403.527 ors . 403.5271 may submit a written request to the 

department for reimbursement of expenses incurred during the 

certification proceedings. The request must contain an 

accounting of expenses incurred, which may include time spent 

reviewing the application, preparation of any studies required 

of the agencies by this act , agency travel and per diem to 

attend any hearing held under this act , and for the local 

government or regional planning council providing additional 

notice of the informational public meeting . The department shall 

review the request and verify whether a claimed expense is 

valid. Valid expenses shall be reimbursed; however , if the 

amount of funds availabl e for reimbursement is insufficient to 

provide for full compensation to the agencies, reimbursement 

shall be on a prorated basis. 

2. If the application review is held in abeyance for more 

than 1 year, the agencies may submit a request for reimbursement 

under subparagraph 1 . This time period shall be measured from 

the date the applicant has provided written notification to the 

department that it desires to have the application review 

process placed on hold. The fee disbursement shall be processed 

in accordance with subparagraph 1. 

Section 65 . Paragraphs (a) and (d) of subsection (1) of 

section 403.537 , Florida Statutes, are amended to read : 

403.537 Determination of need for transmission line; powers 

and dut ies . -

(1) (a) Upon request by an applicant or upon its own motion, 

the Florida Publ ic Service Commission shall schedule a public 
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hearing, after notice, to determine t he need for a transmission 

line regulated by the Flori da El ectric Transmission Line Siting 

Act, ss. 403.52-403 . 5365 . The noti ce shall be published at least 

21 days before the date set for the hearing and shall be 

published by the applicant in at least one-quarter page size 

notice in newspapers of general circulation, and by the 

commission in the manner specified in c h apt er 1 20, by giving 

notice to counties and regional plannin g eouncilo in whose 

jurisdiction the transmission line could be placed, and by 

g i ving notice to any persons who have requested to be placed on 

the mailing list of the commission for this p u rpose . Within 21 

days after receipt of a reques t for determination by an 

applicant, the commission shall set a date for the hearing. The 

hearing shall be held pursuant to s. 350.01 within 45 days after 

the fi l ing of the request , and a decis i on shall be rendered 

within 60 days after such filing. 

(d) The determination by the commission of the need for the 

transmission line , as defined ins. 403 . 522(21) o . 403 . 522(22) , 

is binding on all parti es to any certification proceeding under 

the Florida Electric Transmission Line Siting Act and is a 

condition precedent to the conduct of the certification hearing 

prescribed therein. An order entered pursuant to this section 

constitutes final agency action. 

Secti on 66 . Subsection (17) of section 403 . 704, Florida 

Statutes, is amended to read : 

403 . 704 Powers and duties of the department.-The department 

shall have responsibility for the implementation and enforcement 

of this act . In addition to other powers and duties, the 

department shall : 
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(17) Provide technical assistance to local governments and 

regional agencies to ensure consistency between county hazardous 

waste management assessments; coordinate the development of such 

assessments with the assistance of the appropriate regional 

planning councils; and review and make recommendations to the 

Legislature relative to the sufficiency of the assessments to 

meet state hazardous waste management needs . 

Section 67. Subsection (1) of section 403.7226, Florida 

Statutes , is amended to read: 

403.7226 Technical assistance by the department .-The 

department shall : 

(1 ) Provide technical assistance to county governments a--ne 
regional planning councils to ensure consistency in implementing 

local hazardous waste management assessments as provided i n ss . 

403 . 7225, 403 . 7234 , and 403.7236 . In order to ensure t hat each 

local assessment is properly implemented and that all 

information gathered during the assessment is uniformly compiled 

and documented, each county or regional planning council shall 

contact the department during the preparation of the local 

assessment to receive technical assistance . Each county er 

regional planning council shall follow guidelines established by 

the department, and adopted by rule as appropriate , in order to 

properly implement these assessments . 

Section 68 . Subsection (22) of section 403 . 9403, Florida 

Statutes , is amended to read: 

403 . 9403 Definitions . - As used in ss . 403.9401 - 403.9425, the 

term: 

(22) "Regional planning council" means a regional planning 

council created pursuant to chapter 186 in the jurisdiction of 

Page 69 of 84 

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words u nderl ined are additions. 



2005 

2010 

2015 

2020 

2025 

2030 

Florida Senate - 2 021 CS for SB 62 

2002 

2003 

2004 

2006 

2007 

2008 

2009 

20 11 

20 1 2 

2013 

2014 

2016 

2017 

2018 

2019 

202 1 

2022 

2023 

2024 

2026 

2027 

2028 

2029 

578-01357-21 202162cl 

which the project is proposed to be located. 

Section 69. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section 

403.941 , Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 

403 . 941 Preliminary statements of i ssues , reports, and 

studies.-

(2) (a) The affected agencies shall prepare reports as 

provided in this paragraph and shall submit them to t he 

department and the applicant wi thi n 60 days after the 

application is determined suffi c i ent: 

1. The department shall prepare a report as to the impact 

of each proposed natural gas transmission pipeline or corridor 

as i t relates to matters withi n its jurisdiction . 

2 . Each water management district in the jur isdiction of 

which a proposed natural gas transmission pipeline or corridor 

is to be located shal l prepare a report as to the impact on 

water resources and other matters within its jurisdiction . 

3 . The Department of Economic Opportunity shall prepare a 

report containing recommendations which address the i mpact upon 

the public of the proposed natural gas transmission pipeline or 

corridor, based on the degree to which the proposed natural gas 

transmission pipeline or corridor is consistent with the 

applicable portions of t he state comprehensive plan and other 

matters within its j urisdiction . The Department of Economic 

Opportunity may a l so comment on the consistency of the proposed 

natural gas transmiss ion pipeline or corridor wi t h applicable 

strategic regional policy plans or local comprehensive plans and 

land development regulations . 

4. The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission shall 

prepare a report as to the impact of e ach proposed natural gas 

Page 70 of 84 

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions. 



2035 

2040 

2045 

2050 

2055 

Florida Senate - 2021 CS for SB 62 

2031 

2032 

2033 

2034 

2036 

2037 

2038 

2039 

2041 

2042 

2043 

2044 

2046 

2047 

2048 

2049 

2051 

2052 

2053 

2054 

2056 

2057 

2058 

2059 

578-01357-21 202162cl 

transmission pipeline or corri dor on fish and wildlife resources 

and other matters within its jurisdiction. 

5. Each l ocal government in which the natural gas 

transmission pipeline or natural gas transmission pipeline 

corridor will be located shall prepare a report as to the impact 

of each proposed natural gas transmission pipel ine or corridor 

on matters within its jurisdiction, incl uding the cons istency of 

the proposed natural gas transmission pipeline or corridor with 

all applicable local ordinances , regulations, standards , or 

criteria that apply to the proposed natural gas transmission 

pipeline or corridor, including local comprehensive plans, 

zoning regulations , land development regulations, and any 

applicable l ocal environmental regulations adopted pursuant to 

s. 403 . 182 or by other means . No change by the responsible local 

government or local agency in local comprehensive plans , zoning 

ordinances , or other regulations made after the date required 

for the filing of the local government's report required by this 

section shall be applicable to the certification of the proposed 

natural gas transmission pipeline or corridor unless the 

certification is denied or the application is withdrawn. 

6. The Department of Transportation shall prepare a report 

on the effect of the natural gas transmission pipeline or 

natural gas transmission pipeline corridor on matters wi thin i ts 

jurisdiction, including roadway crossings by the pipeline. The 

report shall contain at a minimum: 

a . A report by the a pplicant to the department stating that 

all requirements of the department's utilities accommodation 

guide have been or wi l l be met in regard to the proposed 

pipeline or pipeline corridor; and 
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b. A statement by the department as to the adequacy of the 

report to the department by the applicant. 

7. The Department of State, Division of Historical 

Resources, shall prepare a report on the impact of the natural 

gas transmi ssion pipeline or natural gas transmission pipeline 

corridor on matters within its jurisdict ion. 

8 . The commission shall prepare a report addressing matters 

within its jurisdiction . The commission's report shall include 

its determination of need issued pursuant to s . 403.9422. 

Section 70 . Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section 

403.9422, Florida Statutes, is amended to read : 

403.9422 Determination of need for natural gas t ransmission 

pipeline; powers and duties. -

(1) (a) Upon request by an applicant or upon its own motion, 

the commission shall schedule a public hearing, after notice, to 

determine the need for a natural gas transmission pipeline 

regulated by ss. 403.9401-403 . 9425. Such notice shall be 

published at least 45 days before the date set for the hearing 

and shall be published in at least one-quarter page size in 

newspapers of general circulation and in the Florida 

Administrative Register, by giving notice to count ies a-rui 

regional planning councils in whose jurisdiction t he natural gas 

transmission pipeline could be placed, and by giving notice to 

any persons who have requested to be placed on the mailing list 

of the commission for this purpose. Within 21 days after receipt 

of a request for determination by an applicant, the commission 

shall set a date for the hearing. The hearing shall be held 

pursuant to s. 350 .01 within 75 days after the filing of the 

request, and a decision shall be rendered within 90 days after 
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such filing. 

Secti on 71 . Subsection (4) of section 403 . 973 , Florida 

Statutes, is amended to read: 

403.973 Expedited permitting; amendment s to comprehensive 

plans . -

(4) The regional teams shall be established t hrough the 

execution of a project-specific memorandum of agreement 

devel oped and executed by the applicant and the secretary, with 

input solicited from the respective heads of the Department of 

Transportation and its district offices , the Department of 

Agriculture and Consumer Services , the Fish and Wildlife 

Conservation Commission, appropriate regional planning eouncils, 

appropriate water management districts , and voluntarily 

participating municipalities and counties . The memorandum of 

agreement should also accommodate participation in this 

e xpedited process by othe r local governments and federa l 

agencies as circumstances warrant. 

Section 72 . Para graphs (b) and (d) of subsection (1) of 

sect ion 408 . 033 , Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 

408 . 033 Local and state health p l anning. -

(1) LOCAL HEALTH COUNCILS . -

(b) Each local health council may: 

1. Develop a district area health plan that permits each 

l ocal health council to de v e lop s trategies and s e t pri ori ties 

for implementati on b a s e d on its unique local health needs . 

2 . Advise the age n cy on health c a re issues and resource 

allocations. 

3 . Promote public awareness o f community health needs, 

emphas izing health promoti on and cos t - effective health service 
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selection. 

4 . Collect data and conduct analyses and studies related to 

health care needs of the district, including the needs of 

medically indigent persons, and assist the agency and other 

state agencies in carrying out data collection activities that 

relate to the functions in this subsection . 

5. Monitor the onsite construction progress, if a n y , of 

certificate-of-need approved projects and report council 

findings to the agency on forms provided by the agency . 

6. Advise and assist any regional planning councils within 

each district that have elected to address health issues in 

their strategie regional policy plans with the development of 

the health element of the plans to address the health goals and 

policies in the State Comprehensive Plan. 

+. Advise and assist local governments within each district 

on the devel opment of an optional health plan element of the 

comprehensive plan provided in chapter 163 , to assure 

compatibility with the health goals and policies in the State 

Comprehensive Plan and district health plan . To faci l itate the 

implementation of this section, the local health council shall 

annually provide the local governments i n its service area , upon 

request, with : 

a. A copy and appropriate updates of the district health 

plan; 

b. A report of hospital and nursing home utilization 

statistics for facili t ies within the local government 

jurisdiction; and 

c. Applicable agency rules and calculated nee d 

methodologies for health facilities and services regulated under 
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s. 408.034 for the district served by the local health council . 

7.-&--,- Moni tor and evaluate the adequacy, appropriateness, 

and effectiveness , within the district, of local, state , 

federal, and private funds distributed to meet the needs of the 

medically indigent and other underserved population groups . 

8.-9--. I n conjunction with the Depart ment of Health, plan for 

services at the local level for persons infected with the human 

immunodeficiency virus. 

9.-±--G----.-- Provide technical assistance to encourage and support 

activities by providers , purchasers, consumers , and local, 

regional, and state agencies in meeting the health care goals, 

objectives , and policies adopted by the local health council. 

10 .H--. Provide the agency with data required by rule for 

the review of certificate-of-need applications and the 

projecti on of need for health services and facilities in the 

district. 

(d) Each l ocal health council shall enter into a memorandum 

of agreement with each regional planning council in its district 

that e l ects to address health issues in its strategic regional 

policy plan . In addition , each local health council shall enter 

into a memorandum of agreement with each local government that 

includes a n optional health element in its comprehensive plan . 

Each memorandum of agreement must specify the manner in which 

each local government , regional planning council, and local 

health council will coordinate its activities to ensure a 

unified approach to health planning and implementation efforts . 

Section 73 . Subsection (1) o f section 420.609 , Florida 

Statutes , is amended to read : 

420 . 609 Affordabl e Housing Study Commission . -Because the 
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Legislature firmly supports affordable housing in Florida for 

all economic classes : 

(1) There is created the Affordable Housing Study 

Commission, which shall be composed of 20 U members to be 

appointed by the Governor: 

(a) One citizen actively engaged in the residential home 

building i ndustry. 

(b) One citizen activel y engaged in the home mortgage 

lending profession . 

(c) One citizen actively engaged in the real estate sales 

profession. 

(d) One citizen actively engag ed in apartment development. 

(e) One citizen actively engaged in the management and 

operation of a rental housing development. 

(f) Two citizens who represen t very- low-income and low­

income p ersons . 

(g) One citizen representing a community-based organization 

with experience in housing development. 

(h) One citizen representing a community-based organization 

with experience in housing development in a community with a 

population of less than 50 ,000 persons . 

(i) Two citizens who represent elderly persons' housing 

interests . 

(j) One representative of regional planning eouncils . 

-fM-- One representat i ve of the Florida League of Cities. 

ill-f-l+- One representative of the Florida Association of 

Counties. 

fil-fm+- Two citizens representing statewide growth 

management organizations. 
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(m)--f-R+- One citizen of the state to serve as chair of the 

commission. 

_i&-te+- One citizen representing a residential community 

developer . 

M--ft+ One member who is a resident of the state . 

J.El+tt-- One representative from a local housing authority . 

J.gl-fr+- One citizen r epresenting the housing interests of 

homeless persons . 

Section 74 . Subsection (8) of section 427.012, Florida 

Statutes , i s amended to read: 

427.012 The Commission for the Transportation 

Disadvantaged . - There is created the Commission for the 

Transportation Disadvantaged in the Department of 

Transportation . 

(8) The commission shall appoint a t echnical working group 

that includes representatives of private paratransit providers . 

The technical working group shall advise the commission on 

issues of importance to the state, including information, 

advice, and direction regarding the coordination of services for 

t h e transportation disadvantaged. The commission may appoint 

other technical working groups whose members may include 

representatives of community transportation coordinators; 

metropolitan planning organizations ; regional planning eouneilo; 

experts in insurance, marketing, economic development , or 

financial planning; and persons who use transportation for the 

transportation disadvantaged, or their re l atives, parents, 

guardians, or service professionals who tend to their needs . 

Section 75 . Paragraph (f) of subsection (1) of section 

501.171 , Florida Statutes , is amended to read: 
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501.171 Security of confidential personal information.­

(1) DEFINITIONS . -As used in this section , the term: 

(f) "Governmental entity" means any department, division, 

bureau, commission , regional planning agency, board, district, 

authority, agency , or other instrumentality of this state that 

acquires , maintains , stores , or uses data i n e l ectronic form 

containing personal information. 

Section 76 . Subsection (6) of section 1013 . 3 0 , Florida 

Statutes , is amended to read : 

1013 . 30 Universi t y campus master plans and campus 

development agreements.-

(6) Before a campus master plan is adopted, a copy of the 

draft master plan must be sent for review or made available 

electronical l y to the host and any affected local governments , 

the state land planning agency, the Department of Environmental 

Protection, the Department of Transportation , the Department of 

State , the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission , and the 

applicabl e water management district and regional planning 

council . At the request of a governmental entity, a hard copy of 

the draft master plan shall be submitted within 7 business days 

of an electronic copy being made availabl e. These agencies must 

be given 90 days after receipt of the campus mas t er plans in 

which to conduct their review and provide comments to the 

university board of trustees. The commencement of this review 

period must be advertised in newspapers of general circulation 

within the host local government and any affected local 

government to allow for public comment . Following r ecei pt and 

cons i deration of all comments and the holding o f an informal 

information session and at l e as t two publ ic hearings within the 
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host j urisdiction , the university board of trustees shall adopt 

the campus master plan . It is the intent of the Legislature that 

the university board of trustees comply with the notice 

requirements set forth ins. 163 . 3184(11) to ensure full public 

participation in t his planning process. The informal public 

information session must be held before the first public 

hearing. The first public hearing shall be held before the draft 

master plan is sent to the agencies specified in t his 

subsection. The second public hearing shall be held in 

conjunction with the adopt ion of the draft master plan by the 

university board of t rus t ees. Campus master plans developed 

under this section are not rules and are not subject to chapt er 

120 except as otherwise provided i n this section . 

Section 77 . Subsection (6) of section 339 . 285, Florida 

Statutes , is amended t o read : 

339 . 285 Enhanced Bridge Program for Sustainable 

Transportati on . -

(6) Preference shall be given to bridge projects located on 

corridors that connect to the Strategic Intermodal System, 

created under s . 339 . 64 , and that have been identified as 

regional ly significant in accordance with s. 339 . 155 (4) (b), (c), 

and (d) s . 339.155 (4) (e), (d), and (e). 

Section 78 . Subsections (1) and (2) of secti on 373 .415, 

Florida Statutes , are a mended to read: 

373.415 Protection zones; duties of the St . Johns River 

Water Management District . -

(1) Not l ater than November 1, 1 988, the St . Johns River 

Water Management District shall adopt rules establ i shing 

protection zones adj acent to the watercourses in the We kiva 
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River System, as designated ins. 369 . 303(9) s. 369.303(10). 

Such protection zones shall be sufficiently wide to prevent harm 

to the Wekiva River System, including water quality, water 

quantity, hydrol ogy , wetlands, and aquatic and wetland-dependent 

wildlife species , caused by any of the activi ties regulated 

under this part. Factors on which the widths of the protection 

zones shall be based shall include, but not be limited to : 

(a) The biological significance of the wetlands and upl ands 

adjacent to the designated watercourses in the Wekiva River 

System, including the nesting, feeding, breeding , and resting 

needs of aquatic species and wetland-dependent wildlife species. 

(b) The sensitivi ty of these species to disturbance, 

including the short-term and long-term adaptability to 

disturbance of the more sensitive species , both migratory and 

resident. 

(c) The susceptibility of these lands to erosion, incl uding 

the slope, soils , runoff characteristics, and vegetative cover . 

In addition , the rules may establish permitting thresholds , 

permitting exemptions , or general permi t s, if such thresholds , 

exemptions, or general permits do not a l low significant adverse 

impacts to the Wekiva River System to occur individually or 

cumulativel y. 

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of s. 120.60 , the St. 

Johns River Water Management District shall not issue a ny permi t 

under this part within the Wekiva River Protection Area , as 

defined i n s. 369.303(8) s. 369.303(9) , until the appropriate 

local government has provided written notification to the 

district that the proposed act i vity is consist ent with the l ocal 
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comprehensive plan and is in compliance with any land 

development regulation in effect in the area where the 

development will take place. The district may, however , inform 

any property owner who makes a request for such information as 

to the location of the protection zone or zones on his or her 

propert y. However, if a developmen t proposal is amended as the 

result of the review by the district, a permit may be issued 

before prior to the development proposal being returned, if 

necessary, to the local government for additional review . 

Section 79 . Paragraph (a ) of subsection (6) and paragraph 

(a) of subsection (7) of section 403.5115 , Florida Stat utes , are 

amended to read: 

403 . 5115 Public notice. -

(6) (a ) A good faith effort s hall be made by t h e applicant 

to provide direct written notice of the filing of an application 

for certification by United States mail or hand delivery no 

later t h an 45 days after filing of the application to all local 

landowners whose property, as noted in t he most recent local 

government tax records , a nd residences are l ocated within the 

fo l lowing distances of the proposed project: 

1 . Three miles of the p roposed main site boundaries of the 

proposed electrical power plant. 

2 . One-quarter mi l e for a transmission line corridor that 

only includes a transmission l ine as defined bys . 403.522(21) 

s . 40 3 . 522 (22). 

3. One-quarter mile for all other l inear associated 

facilities extending away from the main site boundary except for 

a transmission line corridor that includes a transmission line 

that operates below those defined bys. 403 . 522 (21 ) -s.-
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403. 522 (22) . 

(7) (a) A good faith effort shall be made by the proponent 

of an al t ernate corridor that includes a transmission line, as 

defined bys . 403. 522(21 ) s. 403.522(22), to provide direct 

written notice of the filing of an alternate corridor for 

certification by United States mail or hand delivery of the 

filing no l ater than 30 days after filing of the alternate 

corridor to all local landowners whose property, as noted in the 

most recent local government tax records , and residences , are 

located within one-qua r ter mile of the proposed boundaries of a 

transmission line corridor that includes a transmission line as 

defined bys. 403.522(21) s . 403.522(22). 

Section 80 . For the purpose of i ncorporating t he amendment 

made by this act to section 120.52, Florida Statutes , in a 

reference thereto , subsection (5) of section 57 .10 5 , Florida 

Statutes, is reenacted to read : 

57.105 At t orney ' s fee; sanctions for raising unsupported 

claims or defenses; exceptions ; service of motions; damages for 

delay of litigation . -

(5) In administrative proceedings under chapter 120, an 

administrative l aw judge shall award a reasonable attorney ' s fee 

and damages to be paid to the prevailing party in equal amounts 

by the losing party and a losing party ' s attorney or qualified 

representative in the same manner and upon the same basis as 

provided in subsections (1 )-(4). Such award shall be a final 

order subject to judicial review pursuant to s. 120 . 68 . If the 

losing party is an agency as defined ins. 120.52(1) , the award 

to the prevailing party shall be against and paid by the agency . 

A voluntary dismissal by a nonprevailing party does not divest 
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2379 the administrative law judge of jurisdiction to make the award 

described in this subsection . 

2381 Section 81. For the purpose of incorporating t he amendment 

2382 made by thi s act to section 120 . 52 , Florida Statutes, in a 

2383 reference thereto , paragraph (f) o f subsection (3) of section 

238 4 57 . 1 11, Fl orida Statutes , is reenacted to read: 

57 . 11 1 Civil actions and administrative proceedings 

2386 i n itiated by state agencies ; attorneys ' fees and costs . -

2387 (3) As used in this section: 

2388 (f) The term "state agency" h as the meaning described ins . 

2389 120.52(1 ). 

Section 82 . For the purpose of incorporating the amendment 

2391 made by this act to section 120 . 52 , Florida Statutes , in a 

2392 refer ence thereto , subsection (3) of secti on 216.241 , Florida 

2393 Statutes, is reenacted to read : 

2394 216.241 Initiation or commencement of new programs; 

approval; expenditu re of certain revenues . -

2396 (3) Any revenues generated by any t ax or fee imposed by 

2397 amendment to the State Constitution after October 1 , 1999, shall 

2398 not be expended by any agency, as defined ins . 120 . 52(1), 

2399 except pursuant to appropriation by the Legislature. 

Section 83 . For the purpose of incorporating the amendment 

2401 made by this act to section 380.045 , Florida Statutes, in a 

2402 reference thereto, subsection (6) of section 380 . 0552, Florida 

2403 Statutes , is reenacted to read: 

2404 380 . 0552 Florida Keys Area; protection and designation as 

area of critical s t ate concern.-

2406 (6 ) RESOURCE PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE. - The 

2407 Governor , actin g as the chief p l anning offi cer of the state, 
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s hall appoint a resource planning and management committee for 

the Florida Keys Area with the membership as speci fied ins . 

380.045(2). Meetings shall be called as needed by the chair or 

on the demand of t h ree or more members of the committee. The 

committee shall : 

(a) Serve as a liaison between the state and local 

governments with in Monroe County. 

(b) Develop, with local government officials in the Florida 

Keys Area , recommendations to the state land planning agency as 

to the sufficiency of the Flori da Keys Area ' s comprehensive plan 

and land development regulations. 

(c) Recomme n d to the state land planning agency changes to 

state and regional plans and regulatory programs affecting the 

Florida Keys Area. 

(d) Assist units of local gover nment with in the Florida 

Keys Area in carryi ng out the planning functions and other 

responsibilities required by this section . 

(e) Review, at a mi nimum, all reports and other materials 

provided to it by the state land planning agency or other 

governmental agencies . 

Section 84 . Local government s may enter into agreements to 

create regional planning entities pursuant to chapter 163 , 

Florida Statu tes. 

Section 85 . Th is act shall take effect July 1, 2021. 
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HB 159 2021 

A bill to be entitled 

An act relating to affordable housing residency 

requirements; creating s . 420.616, F.S.; requiring 

able-bodied persons residing in certain affordable 

housing to participate in programs and training that 

encourage job skill s; providing a maximum length of 

residency for certain affordable housing; providing 

that residency may be terminated upon conviction of a 

felony; providing an effective date . 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 

Section 1. Section 420.616, Florida Statutes, is created 

to read: 

420 . 616 Affordable housing built on county or municipal 

property. - If affordable housing is built on county or municipal 

property: 

(1) All able-bodied persons 18 years of age or older 

residing in the affordable housing must: 

(a) Enroll in a career and professional academy or a 

career-themed course as defined ins. 1003.493(1) , a trade 

school, a preapprenticeship or apprenticeship program, or some 

other on- the - job training program. 

(b) Attend training on resume writing , preparing for a job 

interview, and creating a budget. 
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26 (2) The maximum length of time a person may reside in the 

27 affordable housing is 3 consecutive years. 

28 (3) A person's residency shall be terminated if the person 

29 is convicted of a felony while living in the affordable housing. 

30 Section 2 . This act shall take effect July 1, 2021 . 
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7-00273-21 2021132 

A bill to be entitled 

An act relating to the rental of homestead property; 

amending s. 196 . 061, F.S.; revising criteria under 

which rental of homestead property is allowed for tax 

exemption purposes and not considered abandoned; 

providing an effective date. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida : 

Section 1 . Subsection (1) of section 196 . 061, Florida 

Statutes , is amended to read: 

1 96.061 Rental of homestead to constitute abandonment.-

(1) The rental of all or substantially all of a dwelling 

previously claimed to be a homestead for tax purposes 

constitutes shall eonstitute the abandonment of such dwelling as 

a homestead, and the abandonment continues until the dwelling is 

physically occupied by the owner . However, such abandonment of 

the homestead after January 1 of any year does not affect the 

homestead exemption for tax purposes for that particular year 

unless the property is rented for more than 30 days per calendar 

year for 2 consecutive years. The rental of a portion of a 

dwelling claimed to be a homestead for tax purposes while the 

dwelling is physically occupied by the owner does not constitute 

the abandonment of the dwelling as a homestead. 

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2021. 
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	rental agreement or of relevant statutes must comply withs. 

	TR
	83.60(2). The court may not set a date for mediation or trial 

	61 
	61 
	unless the provisions of s. 83.60 (2) have been met, but must 

	62 
	62 
	enter a default judgment for removal of the tenant with a writ 

	63 
	63 
	of possession to issue immediately if the tenant fails to comply 

	64 
	64 
	withs . 83 . 60(2) . 

	TR
	-+e+-This subsection does not apply to that portion of rent 

	66 
	66 
	subsidies received from a l ocal, state, or national government 

	67 
	67 
	or an agency of local, state, or national government; however, 

	68 
	68 
	waiver will occur if an action has not been instituted within 45 

	69 
	69 
	days after the landlord obtains actual knowledge of the 

	TR
	noncompliance. 

	71 
	71 
	Section 3 . Subsection (2) of section 83.59, Florida 

	72 
	72 
	Statutes, is amended to read: 

	73 
	73 
	83.59 Right of action for possession .
	-


	74 
	74 
	(2) A landlord, the landlord' s attorney, or the landlord' s 

	TR
	agent, applying for the removal of a tenant, shall file in the 

	76 
	76 
	county court of t he county where the premises are situated a 

	77 
	77 
	complaint describing the dwel ling unit and stating the facts 

	78 
	78 
	that authorize its recovery. A landlord' s agent is not permitted 

	79 
	79 
	to take any action other than the initial filing of the 

	TR
	complaint, unl ess the landlord' s agent is an attorney. !f-he 

	81 
	81 
	landlord is entitled to the summary procedure provided ins. 

	82 
	82 
	51 . 011 , and the court shall advance the cause on the calendar. 

	83 
	83 
	Section 4. Section 83.60 , Florida Statutes, is amended to 

	84 
	84 
	read : 

	TR
	83.60 Defenses to action for rent or possession; 

	86 
	86 
	procedure.
	-


	87 
	87 
	(1) -+a-t In an action by the landlord for possession of a 
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	19-00367-21 2021412 dwelling unit based upon nonpayment of rent or in an action by the landlord under s . 83 . 55 seeking to recover unpaid rent, the tenant may defend upon the ground of a material noncompl iance withs. 83 . 51(1), or may raise any other defense, whether l egal or equitable, that he or she may have, including t he defense of retaliat ory conduct in accordance withs . 83.64 . The landl ord must be given an opportunity to cure a deficiency in a notice or in the p l eadings before dismissal of
	fil-+-e+-The defense of a material noncompliance withs. 
	83 
	83 
	83 
	. 51(1) may be raised by the tenant if 7 days have elapsed after the delivery of written notice by the tenant to the landlord, specifying the noncompliance and indicating the intention of the tenant not to pay rent by reason thereof. Such notice by the tenant may be given to the landlord, the landlord' s representative as designated pursuant to s . 83.50, a resident manager, or the person or entity who collects the rent on behalf of the landlord. A material noncompliance withs. 83.51(1) by the landlord is a

	(2) 
	(2) 
	In an aetion by the landlord for possession of a dwelling unit, if the tenant interposes any defense other than payment, ineluding, but not limited to, the defense of a defective 3 day notice, the tenant shall pay into the registry 
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	19-00367-21 2021412 of the court the accrued rent as alleged in the complaint or as determined by the court and the rent that accrues during the pendency of the proceeding, when due . The clerk shall notify the tenant of such requirement in the summons . Failure of the tenant to pay the rent into the registry of the court or to file a motion to determine the amount of rent to be paid into the registry within 5 days, eJccluding Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays, after the date of service of process cons
	Secti on 5. Section 83 . 61, Florida Statutes, is repealed. 
	Section 6. This act shall take effect July 1, 2021. 
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	FLORIDA H O U S E 0 F REPRESENTATIVES 
	1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
	8 9 
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	HB 55 2021 
	A bill to be ent itled An act relating to building design; amending s. 
	163 . 3202, F.S.; prohibiting certain regulations relating to buildi ng design elements from being appl ied to certain structures; providing exceptions; defining the term "building design elements"; providing construction; providing an effective date. 
	Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 
	Section 1. Present subsection (5) of section 163.3202, Florida Statutes, is redesignated as subsecti on (6), and a new subsection (5) is added to that secti on , to read: 
	163 . 3202 Land development regulations.
	-

	(5) (a) Zoning and development regulations relating to building design elements may not be applied to any residential dwelling unless: 
	1. The structure is listed in the National Register of Historic Places, as defined ins. 267.021(5); is a contributing property to a National Register Historic District; or is designated as a historic property or a contributing property to a historic district, under the terms of a local preservation ordinance; or 
	2 . The regulations are adopted in order to implement the National Flood Insurance Program. 
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	HB 55 2021 
	HB 55 2021 
	(b) 
	(b) 
	(b) 
	For purposes of this subsect ion, t he term "building design el ements" means the external building color; the type or style of exterior c l adding material; the style or material of roof structures or porches; the exterior nonstructural architectural ornamentation; the location or architectural styling of windows or doors, including garage doors ; the number and type of rooms; and the interior layout of rooms. The term does not include the height, bulk, orientation, or location of a structure on a zoning l

	(c) 
	(c) 
	This subsecti on does not affect the validity or enforceability of private covenants or other contractual agreements relating to building design elements between property owners. 


	Secti on 2. This act shal l take effect July 1, 2021 . 
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	By Senator Perry 
	1 2 3 4 
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	8-00243B-21 2021284 
	A bill to be entitled An act relating to bui lding design; amending s. 163.3202, F . S .; prohibiting certain regulations relating to building design elements from being applied to certain structures; providing exceptions; defining the term "buil ding design e l ements" ; providing construction; providing an effective dat e . 
	Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida : 
	Section 1. Present subsection (5) of section 163.3202, Florida Statutes, is redesignated as subsection (6), and a new subsection (5) is added to that section, to read: 

	163.3202 Land development regulat ions.
	163.3202 Land development regulat ions.
	-

	(5) (a) Zoning and development regulati ons rel ating to building desi gn elements may not be applied to any residential dwelling unless : 
	1. The structure is listed i n t he Nati onal Register of Historic Places , as defined ins . 267.021(5); is a contributing property to a National Register Historic District; or is designated as a historic property or a contributing property to a historic district, under the terms of a l ocal preservation ordinance; or 
	2 
	2 
	2 
	. The regulations are adopted in order to implement the National Flood Insurance Program. 

	(b) 
	(b) 
	For purposes of this subsection, the term "building design elements" means the external building color; the type or style of exterior cladding material; t he style or material of roof structures or porches; the exterior nonstructural 
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	2021284 

	architectural ornamen
	architectural ornamen
	tation; 
	the location 
	or 
	architectural 

	styling of windows 
	styling of windows 
	or 
	doors, 
	including garage doors; 
	the number 


	and type of rooms; and the interior layout of rooms. The term does not include the height, bulk, orientation, or location of a structure on a zoning lot; or the use of buffering or screening to minimize potential adverse physical or visual impacts or protect the privacy of neighbors. 
	(c) This subsection does not affect the validity or enforceability of private covenants or other contractual agreements relating to building design elements between property owners. 
	Section 2 . This act shall take effect July 1, 2021. 
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	By the Committee on Community Affairs; and Senator Bradley 
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	578-01357-21 202162cl 
	A bill to be entitled An act relating to regional planning councils; amending s. 186.007, F.S.; revising a requirement for the Executive Office of the Governor to review and consider certain reports, data, and analyses relating to the revision of the state comprehensive plan; eliminating the advisory role of regional planning councils in state comprehensive plan preparation and revision; repealing ss. 186 . 501, 186.502, 186.503, 186.504, 186 . 505 , 186.506, 186.507, 186 . 508 , 186 . 509, 
	186 . 511, 186.512, and 186.513, F.S., relating to the Florida Regional Planning Council Act, including a short title, legislative findings , definitions, the creation and membership of regional planning councils, the powers and duties of regional planning councils, the powers and duties of the Executive Office of the Governor relating to the act, strategic regional policy plans, strategic regional policy plan adoption, a dispute resolution process, the evaluation of strategic regional policy plans, the des
	215.559, F. S.; requiring the Division of Emergency Management to give funding priority to certain projects in regional planning council regions, as such regions existed on January 1, 2021 , that meet specified criteria; amending s . 252.385, F.S.; revising the requirements for the statewide emergency 
	Page 1 of 84 CODING : Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions. 
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	578-01357-21 202162cl shelter plan to include the general location and square footage of special needs shelters by regi onal planni ng council region, as such regions existed on J anuary 1 , 2021 ; requiring state funds to be maximi zed and targeted to regi onal planning council regions, as such regions existed on January 1, 2021; amending s . 
	320 .08058, F.S.; revisi ng the distribution of annual use fees collected for the Tampa Bay Estuary license plate; amending s. 369 . 307 , F.S. ; requiring t he St. Johns River Water Management District, rather than the East Central Florida Regional Planning Council, to adopt pol icies to protect the Wekiva Ri ver Protection Area; revising requi rements for such policies; amending s . 369 . 324 , F. S. ; requiring the St. Johns River Water Management District, rather than the East Central Florida Regional P
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	76 77 78 79 
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	578-01357-21 202162cl facilities; amending s. 1013.372, F. S.; providing that if a regional p l anning council region, as such region existed on January 1, 2021, does not have a hurricane evacuation shelter deficit, educational facilities within the region are not required to incorporate the public shelter criteria; requiring the statewide emergency shelter plan to identify the general location and square footage of existing and needed shelters by regional planning council regi on, as such regions existed o
	260.0142, 288.0656, 288.975, 335.188, 338.2278, 
	339.155, 
	339.155, 
	339.155, 
	339. 175, 
	339.63, 
	339 . 64, 
	341.041, 
	343 . 54 , 

	369 . 303, 
	369 . 303, 
	373 . 309, 
	377.703, 
	378.411, 
	380 . 031, 
	380 . 045, 

	380 . 055, 
	380 . 055, 
	380.06, 
	380.061, 
	380 . 07, 
	380 . 507, 
	403 . 0752 , 

	403 . 503, 
	403 . 503, 
	403.50663, 
	403 . 507, 
	403.518, 
	403.522, 

	403.526, 
	403.526, 
	403.5272, 
	403.5363, 
	403.5365, 
	403.537, 

	403.704, 
	403.704, 
	403.7226, 
	403 . 9403, 
	403.941, 
	403.9422, 

	403.973, 
	403.973, 
	408 . 033, 
	420.609, 
	427.012, 
	501 . 171, 
	and 
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	578-01357-21 202162cl 1013.30, F. S. ; conforming provisions and cross­references to changes made by the act; amending ss . 
	339.285, 373.415, and 403.5115, F.S.; conformi ng cr oss-references; reenacting ss. 57.105(5), 
	57 .111 (3) (f), and 216. 241 (3), F. S ., relating to attorney fees , civil actions a nd administrative pr oceedings initiated by state agencies, and i nitiation or commencement of new programs , respectively, to incorporate the amendment made to s. 


	120.52, F.S ., in references thereto; reenacting s . 
	120.52, F.S ., in references thereto; reenacting s . 
	380.0552(6), F.S., relating to the Florida Keys Area and it s protection and designation as an ar ea of critical state concern, to i ncorporate the amendment made to s. 380.045, F.S. , i n a reference t hereto; authorizing local governments to enter into agreements to create regional pl anning entities; providing an effective date . 
	Be It Enacted by the Legi slature of the State of Florida: 
	Section 1. Subsections (7) and (8) of section 186.007, Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 
	186.007 State comprehensive pl an; prepar ation; revision.­
	186.007 State comprehensive pl an; prepar ation; revision.­
	(7) In preparing and revising the state comprehensive pl an, the Executive Office of t he Governor shal l , to t he extent feasible, consider studies, reports, and plans of each department, agency, and institution of state and local government, each regional planning agency, and the Federal Government and s hall take into account the existing and 
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	578-01357-21 202162cl prospective resources, capabilities, and needs of state and local levels of government. 
	(8) The revision of the state comprehensive plan is a continui ng process. Each secti on of the pl an shall be reviewed and anal yzed biennially by the Executive Office of the Governor in conjunction with the planning officers of other state agencies significantly affected by the provisions of the particular section under review. In conducting this review and analysis, the Executive Office of the Governor shall review and consider, with the assistance of the state land planning agencyL any relevant reports,
	186.031 . Any proposed r evisions to the plan shall be submitted to the Legislature as provided ins . 186 . 008(2) at least 30 days prior to the regular legislative session occurring in each even­numbered year. 
	Section 2. Sections 186.501, 186 . 502, 186. 503 , 186.504 , 186.505, 186.506, 186 . 507, 186 . 508, 186 . 509, 186.511, 186.512, and 186.513, Florida Statutes, are repealed. 
	Section 3 . Section 186.515, Fl orida Statut es, is repealed. Se ction 4. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section 215.559, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 
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	578-01357-21 202162cl 
	215.559 Hurricane Loss Mitigation Program.-A Hurricane Loss Mitigation Program is established in the Division of Emergency Management. 
	(1 ) The Legislature shall annually appropriate $10 million of t he moneys authorized for appropriation under s . 215.555(7) (c) from the Florida Hurricane Catastrophe Fund to the division for the purposes set forth in this section. Of the amount: 
	(b) Three million dollars in funds shal l be used to retrofit existing facilit ies used as public hurricane shelters. Each year the division shall prioritize the use of these funds for projects included in the annual report of the Shelter Retrofit Report prepared in accordance withs . 252.385(3 ). The division must give funding priority to projects in regional planning counci l regions, as such regions existed on January 1, 2021, that have shelter deficits and to projects that maximize the use of state fund
	Section 5. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) and subsection 
	(3) of section 252.385, Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 
	252 . 385 Public s helter space.
	-

	(2) 
	(b) By January 31 of each even-numbered year, the division shall prepare and submit a statewide emergency shelter plan to the Governor and Cabinet for approval, subject to the requi rements for approval ins. 1013.37(2) . The plan shall identify the general location and square footage of special needs shelters, by regional planning council region, as such regions existed on January 1, 2021, during the next 5 years. The plan shall also include information on the avail ability of 
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	578-01357-21 202162cl shelters that accept pets . The Department of Health shal l assist the division in determining the estimated need for special needs shelter space and the adequacy of facilities to meet the needs of persons with special needs based on information from the registries of persons with special needs and other information. 
	(3) The division shall annually provide to the President of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the Governor a l ist of facilities recommended to be retrofitted using state funds. State funds should be maximized and targeted to regional planning council regions, as such regions existed on January 1, 2021, with hurricane evacuation shelter deficits . Retrofitting facilities in regions with public hurricane evacuation shel ter deficits shall be given first priority and should be compl
	Section 6. Paragraph (b) of subsection (26) of section 320.08058, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 
	320 
	320 
	320 
	. 08058 Specialty license plates.
	-


	(26) 
	(26) 
	TAMPA BAY ESTUARY LICENSE PLATES.
	-



	(b) 
	(b) 
	(b) 
	The annual use fees shall be distributed to the Tampa Bay Estuary Program created bys. 163 . 01. 

	1 
	1 
	. A maximum of 5 percent of such fees may be used for marketing the plate. 


	2. Twenty percent of the proceeds from the annual use fee , not to eJcceed $50,000, shall be provided to the Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council for activities of the Agency on Bay 
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	204 
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	211 212 213 214 
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	578-01357-21 202162cl Management implementing the Council/Agency Action Plan for the restoration of the Tampa Bay estuary, as approved by the Tampa Bay Estuary Program Policy Board. 
	.g.._. The remaining proceeds must be used to implement the Comprehensive Conservation and Management Plan for Tampa Bay, pursuant to priorities approved by the Tampa Bay Estuary Program Policy Board. 
	Section 7 . Subsection (3) of section 369.307, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 
	369.307 Developments of regional i mpact in the Wekiva River Protection Area; land acquisition.
	-

	(3) The Wekiva River Protection Area is hereby de clared to be a natural resource of state and regional importance . The St. Johns River Water Management District East Central Florida Regional Planning Council shall adopt policies t hat as part of its strategic regional policy plan and regional issues l ist which will protect the wa ter quantity, water quality, hydrology, wetlands, aquatic and wetland-dependent wildlife species, habitat of species designated pursuant to rules 39 27.003, 39 
	27.001, and 39 27.005, Florida Administrative Code, and native vegetation in the Wekiva River Protection Area . The water management district council shall also cooperate with the department in the department's implementation of the provisions e-f-s. 369.305. 
	Section 8 . Subsections (1) and (4) of section 369 . 324 , Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 
	369.324 We kiva River Basin Commission .
	369.324 We kiva River Basin Commission .
	369.324 We kiva River Basin Commission .
	-

	(1) The Wekiva River Basin Commission is created to monitor and ensure the impl ementation of the recommendations of the 
	Page 8 of 84 CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions . 
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	261 
	578-01357-21 202162cl Wekiva River Basin Coordinati ng Committee for the Wekiva Study Area. The St. Johns River Water Management District East Central Florida Regional Planning Council shall provide staff support to the commission with funding assistance from the Department of Economic Opportunity. The commission shall be comprised of a total of 18 members appointed by t he Governor, 9 of whom shall be voting members and 9 shall be ad hoc nonvoting members . The voting members shall incl ude: 
	(a) 
	(a) 
	(a) 
	One member of each of the Boards of County Commissioners for Lake, Orange, and Semi nol e Counties . 

	(b) 
	(b) 
	One municipal elected official to serve as a representative of the municipalities located within the Weki va Study Area of Lake County. 

	(c) 
	(c) 
	One munici pal elected official to serve as a representative of the municipalities located within the Wekiva Study Area of Orange County. 

	(d) 
	(d) 
	One municipal elected official to serve as a representative of the municipalities located within the Wekiva Study Area of Seminole County . 

	(e) 
	(e) 
	One citizen representing an environmental or conservation organization, one citizen representing a local property owner, a land developer, or an agricultural entity, and one at-large citizen who shall serve as chair of the council. 

	(f) 
	(f) 
	(f) 
	The ad hoc nonvoting members shall include one representative from each of the following entities : 

	1. 
	1. 
	1. 
	St. Johns River Management District. 

	2. 
	2. 
	Department of Economic Opportunity. 

	3. 
	3. 
	Department of Environmental Protection . 

	4. 
	4. 
	Department of Heal th. 
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	578-01357-21 202162cl 
	5. 
	5. 
	5. 
	Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services. 

	6. 
	6. 
	Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commi ssion. 


	7 
	7 
	7 
	. Department of Transportation . 

	8 
	8 
	. MetroPlan Orlando. 

	9 
	9 
	. Central Florida Expressway Authority . 


	(4) To assist the commission in its mission, the St . Johns River Water Management District East Central Florida Regional Planning Couneil, in coordination with the applicable regional and state agencies, shall serve as a clearinghouse of baseline or specialized studies through modeling and simulation, including collecting and di sseminating data on the demographics, economics, and the environment of the Wekiva Study Area including the changing conditions of the Wekiva River surface and groundwater basin an
	Section 9. Subsections (3), (4), (7), (8), and (12) of section 380 . 05, Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 
	380 . 05 Areas of cri tical state concern.
	-

	(3) Each local government regional planning agency may recommend to the state land planning agency from time to time areas wholly or partially within its jurisdiction that meet the criteria for areas of critical state concern as defined in this section . Each regional planning agency shall solicit from the local governments within its jurisdiction suggestions as to areas to be recommended. A local government in an area where there is no regional planning agency may recommend to the state land planning agenc
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	578-01357-21 202162cl land planning agency does not recommend to the commission as an area of critical state concern an area substantially similar to one that has been recommended, it shall respond in writi ng as to its reasons therefor . 
	(4) Before Prior to submitting any recommendation to the commission under subsection ('1), the state land planning agency shall give notice to any committee appointed pursuant to s. 
	380.045 and to all local governments and regional planning agencies that include within their boundari es any part of any area of cri tical state concern proposed to be designated by the rule, in addition to any notice otherwise required under chapter 120. 
	(7) 
	(7) 
	(7) 
	The state land planning agency and any applicabl e regional planning agency shall, to the greatest e~tent possible, provide technical assistance to local governments in the preparation of the land development regulations and local comprehensive plan for areas of· critical state concern . 

	(8) 
	(8) 
	If any local government fails to submit land development regulations or a local comprehensive plan, or if the regulations or plan or plan amendment submitted do not comply with the principles for guiding development set out in the rule designating the area of critical state concern, within 120 days after the adoption of the rule designating an area of critical state concern, or within 120 days after t he issuance of a recommended order on the compliance of the plan or plan amendment pursuant to s . 163.3184
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	578-01357-21 202162cl comprehensive plan or portions thereof applicable to that l ocal government' s portion of the area of critical state concern. Within 45 days following receipt of the recommendation from the agency, the commission shall eit her reject the recommendation as tendered or adopt the recommendation with or without modification, and by rule establish land development regulations 
	and a local comprehensive plan applicable to that local government' s portion of the area of critical state concern . However, such rule shall not become effective before prior to legislative review of an area of critical state concern pursuant to paragraph (1) (c). In the rule, the commission shall specify the extent to which its l and development regulations, plans, or p lan amendments will supersede, or will be supplementary to, local land development regulations and plans. Notice of any proposed rul e i
	(12) Upon the request of a substantially interested person pursuant to s . 120 .54(7), a local government or regional planning agency within the designated area, or the state land 
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	578-01357-21 202162cl planning agency, the commission may by rule remove, contract, or expand any designated boundary. Boundary expansions are subject to legislative review pursuant to paragraph (1) (c) . No boundary may be modified without a specific finding by the commission that such changes are consistent with necessary resource 
	protection. The total boundaries of an entire area of critical state concern shall not be removed by the commission unless a minimum time of 1 year has elapsed from the adoption of regulations and a local comprehensive plan pursuant to subsection (1), subsection (6) , subsection (8), or subsection 
	(10) . Before totally removing such boundaries, the commission shall make findings that the regulations and plans adopted pursuant to subsection (1), subsection (6), subsection (8), or subsection (10) are being effectively implemented by l ocal governments within the area of critical state concern to protect the area and that adopted local government comprehensive pl ans within the area have been conformed to pri nci ples for guiding developme nt for the area. 
	Section 10. Subsections (3) and (6) of section 403.7225, Florida Statutes, are amende d to read: 403.7225 Local hazardous waste management assessments .­
	(3) Each county or regional planning council shall coordinate the local hazardous waste management assessments within its jurisdiction according to guidelines established unde r s . 403.7226. If a county declines to pe rform t he local hazardous waste management assessment , -the count y shall make arrangements with the departme nt its regional planning council to perform the assessment. 
	(6) Unless performed by the county pursuant to subsection 
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	578-01357-21 202162cl 
	(3), the depart ment the regional planning eouncilo shall upon successful arrangements with a county: 
	(a) 
	(a) 
	(a) 
	Perform local hazardous 
	waste management assessments; 

	and 
	and 

	(b) 
	(b) 
	Provide any 
	t echnical expertise needed by 
	the counties 


	in developing the assessments . Section 11. Subsection (2) of section 403.723, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 
	403.723 Siting of hazardous waste facilities.-It is the intent of the Legislature to facilitate siting of proper hazardous waste storage facilities in each region and any additional storage, treatment, or disposal facilities as required. The Legislature recognizes the need for facilitating disposal of waste produced by small generators, reduci ng the vol ume of wastes generated in the state, reducing the toxicity of wastes generated in the state, and providing treatment and disposal facilities in the state.
	(2 ) After e ach county designates areas for storage facilities, the department each regional planning council shall designate one or more sites at which a regional hazardous waste storage or treatment facility could be constructed . 
	Section 12 . Subsections (1) and (2) of section 1013 . 372, Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 1013.372 Education facilities as emergency shelters .
	-

	(1) The Depart ment of Education shall, in consultation wit h boards and county and state emergency management offices, include within the standards to be devel oped under this subsection public shelter design criteri a to be incorporated into the Florida Building Code . The new criteria must be 
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	578-01357-21 202162cl designed to ensure that appropriate new educational facilities can serve as public s helters for emergency management purposes. A facility, or an appropriate area within a facility, for which a design contract is entered into after the effective date of the i nclusion of the public shelter criteria in the code must be 
	buil t in compliance with the amended code unless the facility or a part of it is exempted from using the new shelter criteri a due to its location, size, or other characteristics by the applicable board with t he concurrence of t he applicable local emergency management agency or the Division of Emergency Management . Any educational facility located or proposed to be located in an identified category 1, 2, or 3 evacuation zone is not subject to the requirements of this subsection. If the regional planni n
	(2) By January 31 of each even-numbered year, the Division of Emergency Management shall prepare and submit a statewide emergency shelter plan to t he Governor and the Cabinet for approval . The plan must identify the general location and square footage of e xisting shelters, by regional planning council region, as such regions existed on January 1, 2021, and the general location and square footage of needed shelters, by regional planning council region, as such regions existed on January 1, 2021, during th
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	578-01357-21 202162cl comply with emergency-shelter criteria and must recommend an appropri ate and available source of funding for the additional 
	cost of constructing emergency shelters within these public faciliti es . After the approval of the plan, a board may not be required to build more emergency-shel ter space than identifi ed as needed in the plan, and decisions pertaining to exemptions pursuant to subsection (1) must be guided by t he plan . 
	Section 13 . Paragraph (e) of subsection (2) of section 1013.385, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 1013.385 School district construction flexibility.
	-

	(2 ) A resolution adopted under t his section may propose implementation of exceptions to requirements of the uniform statewide buil ding code for the planning and construction of public educational and ancillary plants adopted pursuant toss. 
	553.73 and 1013.37 relating to : 
	(e) Any other provisions that limit the ability of a school to operate in a facility on the same basis as a charter school pursuant to s. 1002.33(18) so l ong as the county regional planning council determines that there is sufficient s helter capacity within the school district as documented in the Statewide Emergency Shelter Plan . 
	Section 14. Subsection (4) of section 1013.74, Flor ida Statutes, is amended to read: 1013 . 74 University authorization for f i xed capital outlay projects.
	-

	(4) The university board of trustees shall, in consultation with local and state emergency management agencies, assess existing facilities to identify the extent to which each campus has public hurricane evacuation shelter space. The board shall 
	Page 16 of 84 CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions . 
	466 467 468 469 
	471 472 473 474 
	476 477 478 479 
	481 482 483 484 
	486 487 488 489 
	491 492 493 
	578-01357-21 202162cl submit to the Governor and t he Legislature by August 1 of each year a 5-year capital improvements program that identifies new or retrofitted facilities that will incorporate enhanced hurricane resistance standards and that can be used as public hurricane evacuation shelters. Enhanced hurricane resistance standards include fixed passive protecti on for window and door applications to provide mitigation protection, security protection with egress, and energy efficiencies that meet stand
	252 . 385(3). Until a regional planning council region, as such region existed on January 1, 2021, in which a campus is located has sufficient public hurr icane evacuation shelter space, any campus building for which a design contract is entered into subsequent to Jul y 1, 2001, and which has been identif i ed by t he board, with the concurrence of the local emergency management agency or the Division of Emergency Management, to be appropriate for use as a public hurricane evacuation shelter, must be constr
	Section 15. Paragraph (f) of subsection (1) of section 
	68 
	68 
	68 
	. 082, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 

	68 
	68 
	68 
	. 082 False claims against the state; defini tions; liability.
	-


	(1) As used in this section, the term: 

	(f) 
	(f) 
	"State" means the government of the state or any department, division, bureau, commission, regional planning agency, board, district, authority, agency, or other 
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	578-01357-21 202162cl instrumentality of the state. Section 16. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section 
	120 
	120 
	120 
	120 
	. 52, Florida Statutes , is amended to read: 

	120.52 Definitions.-As used in this act : 

	(1) 
	(1) 
	"Agency" means the following officers or governmental entities if acting pursuant to powers other than those derived from the constitution: 

	(a) 
	(a) 
	The Governor; each state officer and state department, and each departmental unit described ins . 20.04; the Board of Governors of the State University System; t he Commission on Ethics; the Fish and Wildlife Conservat ion Commission; a regional water supply authority; a regional planning agency; a multicounty special district, but only if a majority of its governing board is comprised of nonelected persons; educational units ; and each entity described in chapters 163, 373, 380, and 582 ands . 186.504. 


	This definition does not include a municipal ity or legal entity created solel y by a municipali ty; a legal entity or agency created in whole or in part pursuant to part II of chapter 361; a metropolitan planning organization created pursuant to s . 339.175; a separate legal or administrative entity created pursuant to s . 339 . 175 of which a metropolitan planning organizati on is a member; an expressway authority pursuant to chapter 348 or any transportation authority or commission under chapter 343 or c
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	578-01357-21 202162cl Section 17. Subsection (4) of section 120.525, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 
	120.525 Meetings, hearings, and workshops.
	-

	(4) For purposes of establishing a quorum at meetings of regional planning councils that cover three or more counties, a voting member who appears vi a telephone, real time videoconferencing, or simil ar real time electronic or video communication that is broadcast publicly at the meeting location may be counted toward the quorum requirement if at least one third of the voting members of the regional planning council are physically present at the meeting location. A member must provide oral, written, or ele
	Section 18 . Subsection (9) of section 120.65, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 
	120.65 Administrative law judges.
	-

	(9) The division shall be reimbursed for administrative law judge services and travel expenses by the following entities : water management districts, regional planning councils, school districts, community colleges, the Division of Florida Colleges, state universities, t he Board of Governors of the State University System, t he State Board of Education, the Florida School for the Deaf and t he Blind, and the Commission for Independent Education . These entities shall contract with the division to establis
	Page 19 of 84 CODING : Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are addi tions . 
	552 553 554 
	556 557 558 559 
	561 562 563 564 
	566 567 568 569 
	571 572 573 574 
	576 577 578 579 
	578-01357-21 202162cl hearings conducted on behalf of these entities. The contract rate must be based on a total-cost-recovery methodology . 
	Section 19. Subsections (41) and (45) of section 163.3164, Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 163.3164 Community Planning Act; definitions .-As used in this act: 
	(41) "Regional planning agency" means the council created 
	pursuant to chapter 186. (44)--(--4-§+-"Structure" has the same meaning as ins. 
	380.031 (18) G. 380.031 (19). Section 20. Paragraph (h) of subsection (6) of secti on 163.3177, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 
	163.3177 Required and optional elements of comprehensive plan; studi es and surve ys .
	-

	(6) In addition to the requirements of subsections (1 )-(5), the comprehensive plan shall include the fol lowing elements: 
	(h)l . An intergovernmental coordination element showing relationships and stat ing principles and guidelines to be used in coordinating the adopted comprehensive p l an with the pl ans of school boards, regional water supply authori t i es, and other units of local government providing services but not having regulatory authority over the use of land, with t he comprehensive plans of adjacent municipalities, the county, adjacent counties, or the region, with the state comprehensive plan and with the applic
	Page 20 of 84 CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions. 
	581 582 583 584 
	586 587 588 589 
	591 592 593 594 
	596 597 598 599 
	601 602 603 604 
	606 607 608 609 
	578-01357-21 202162cl development of adjacent municipalities, the county, adjacent counties, or the region, or upon the state comprehensive plan, 
	as the case may require . 
	a. The int ergovernmental coordination element must provide procedures for identifying and implementing joint planni ng areas, especially for the purpose of annexation, municipal incorporation, and joint infrastructure service areas . 
	b 
	b 
	b 
	. The intergovernmental coordination element shall provide for a dispute resolution process, as established pursuant to s. 186.509, for bringing intergovernmental disputes to closure in a timely manner . 

	c. 
	c. 
	The intergovernmental coordination e l ement shall provide for interlocal agreements as established pursuant to s . 333.03(1) (b) . 


	2. The intergovernmental coordination element shall also state principles and guidelines to be used in coordinating the adopted comprehensive plan with the plans of school boards and other units of local government providing facilities and services but not having regulatory authority over the use of land. In addition, the intergovernmental coordination element must describe joint processes for collaborative planning and decisionmaking on popul ation projections and public school siting, the l ocation and ex
	3 . Within 1 year after adopting their intergovernmental coordination elements, each county, all the municipalities within that county, the district school board, and any unit of 
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	578-01357-21 202162cl local government service providers in that county shall establish by interlocal or other formal agreement executed by all affected entities, the joint processes described in this subparagraph consistent with their adopted intergovernmental coordination e l ements . The agreement must: 
	a. 
	a. 
	a. 
	Ensure that the local government addresses through coordination mechanisms the impacts of devel opment proposed in the local comprehensive plan upon development in adjacent municipalities, the county, adjacent counties, the region, and the state. The area of concern for municipalities shall i nclude adjacent municipalities, the county, and counties adjacent to the municipality. The area of concern for counties shall include all municipalities within the county, adjacent counties, and adj acent municipalitie

	b. 
	b. 
	Ensure coordination in establishing level of servi ce standards for publ ic facilities with any state, regional, or local entity having operational and maintenance responsibility for such facilities. 


	Section 21 . Subsection (5) of section 163 . 3178, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 163 .3178 Coastal management .
	-

	(5) ~ The appropriate dispute resolution process provided under s . 186.509 must be used to reconcile inconsistencies between port master plans and local comprehensi ve plans . In recognition of the state's commitment t o deepwater ports, the state comprehensive plan must include goals, objectives, and policies that establish a statewide strategy for enhancement of existing deepwater ports, ensuring that priority is given to water-dependent land uses . As an incentive for promoting plan 
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	578-01357-21 202162cl 639 consistency, port facilities as defined ins. 315.02(6) on lands 
	owned or controlled by a deepwater port as defined ins. 641 311.09(1) , as of the effective date of this act shall not be 642 subject to development-of-regional-impact review provided the 643 port either successfull y completes an alternative comprehensive 644 development agreement with a local government pursuant toss. 
	163.3220-163.3243 or successfully enters into a development 646 agreement with the state land planning agency and applicabl e 647 local government pursuant to s . 380.032 or, where the port i s a 648 department of a local government, successfully enters into a 649 development agreement with the state land planni ng agency 
	pursuant to s . 380 . 032 . Port facilities as defi ned ins. 651 315 .02(6) on lands not owned or controlled by a deepwater port 652 as defined ins. 311.09(1) as of the effective date of this act 653 shall not be subject to development-of-regional-impact review 654 provided the port successfully enters int o a devel opment 
	agreement with the state land planning agency and applicabl e 656 local government pursuant to s . 380.032 or, where the port is a 657 department of a local government, successfully enters into a 658 development agreement with the state land planning agency 659 pursuant to s . 380.032. 
	Section 22 . Paragraph (c) of subsecti on (1) and paragraph 661 (b) of subsection (3) of section 163.3184, Florida Statutes, are 662 amended to read: 663 163 . 3184 Process for adoption of comprehensive plan or plan 664 amendment .
	-

	(1 ) DEFINITIONS.-As used in this section, the term : 666 (c) "Reviewing agencies" means : 667 1. The state land planning agency; 
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	2 
	2 
	2 
	. The appropriate regional planning council; -3-. The appropriate water management district; 3 .4--,-The Department of Environmental Protection; 

	4 
	4 
	..§... The Department of State; 5.-6-. The Department of Transportation; 6.:::J.-In the case of plan amendments relating to public 


	schools, the Department of Education; 
	7.-8--,-In the case of pl ans or plan amendments that affect a military installation listed ins . 163.3175, the commanding officer of the affected military installation; 
	~-9-,-In the case of county plans and plan amendments, the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission and the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services; and 
	9.±-0.-In the case of municipal plans and plan amendments, the county in which the municipality is located. 
	(3) EXPEDITED STATE REVIEW PROCESS FOR ADOPTION OF COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENTS.
	-

	(b)l . The local government, after the i nitial public hearing he ld pursuant to subsection (11), shall transmit within 10 working days the amendment or amendments and appropriate supporting data and analyses to the r eviewing agencies . The local governing body shall also transmit a copy of the amendments and supporting data and analyses to any other local government or governmental agency that has filed a written request with the governing body. 
	2. The reviewing agencies and any other local government or governmental agency specified in subparagraph 1 . may provide comments regarding the amendment or amendments to t he local government. State agencies shall only comment on important state 
	Page 24 of 84 CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions. 
	697 698 699 
	701 702 703 704 
	706 707 708 709 
	711 712 713 714 
	716 717 718 719 
	721 722 723 724 
	578-01357-21 202162cl resources and facilities that will be adversel y impacted by the amendment if adopted. Comments provided by state agencies shall stat e with specificity how the plan amendment will adversely impact an important state resource or facility and shall identify measures the l ocal gover nment may take to eliminate, reduce, or mitigate the adverse impacts. Such comments, if not resolved, may result in a challenge by the state land planning agency to the plan amendment. Agencies and local gov
	agency. 
	3 
	3 
	3 
	. Comments to the local government from a regional 7 or municipality shall be limited as follows: 
	planning eouncil, county


	a. 
	a. 
	The regional planning council review and comments shall be limited to adverse effects on regional resources or facilities identified in the strategic regional policy plan and entrajuriodictional impacts that would be inconsistent with the comprehensive plan of any affected local government within the region. A regional planning council may not review and comment on a proposed comprehensive plan amendment prepared by ouch council unless the plan amendment has been changed by the local government subsequent t


	b.-County comments shall be in the context of the relationship and effect of the proposed plan amendments on the 
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	county plan. 
	~e. Municipal comments shall be in the context of the relationship and effect of the proposed plan amendments on the municipal plan. 
	c.€l--.-Military installation comments shall be provided in accordance withs. 163.3175. 
	4 
	4 
	4 
	. Comments to the local government from state agencies shall be limited to the following subjects as they relate to important state resources and facilities that will be adversel y impacted by the amendment if adopted: 

	a 
	a 
	. The Department of Environmental Protection shall limit its comments to the subjects of air and water pollution; wetlands and other surface waters of the state; federal and state-owned lands and int erest in lands, including state parks, greenways and trails, and conservation easements; solid waste; water and wastewater treatment; and the Everglades ecosystem restoration. 

	b 
	b 
	. The Department of State shall limit its comments to the subjects of historic and archaeological resources . 

	c. 
	c. 
	The Department of Transportation shall limit its comments to issues within the agency' s jurisdiction as it relates to transportation resources and facilities of state importance. 

	d 
	d 
	. The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission shall limit its comments to subjects relating to fish and wildlife habitat and listed species and their habitat. 

	e. 
	e. 
	The Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services shall limit its comments to the subjects of agri culture, forestry, and aquaculture issues . 


	Page 26 of 84 CODING: Words strieken are deletions; words underlined are additions. 
	756 757 758 759 
	761 762 763 764 
	766 767 768 769 
	771 772 773 774 
	776 777 778 779 
	781 782 783 
	578-01357-21 202162cl 
	f 
	f 
	f 
	. The Department of Education s hall l imit its comments to the subject of public school facilities. 

	g. 
	g. 
	The appropriate water management district shall limit its comments to flood protection and floodplain management, wetlands and other surface waters, and regional water supply. 

	h. 
	h. 
	The state land planning agency shall limit its comments to important state resources and facilities outside the jurisdiction of other commenting state agencies and may include comments on countervailing planning policies and objectives served by the p l an amendment that should be balanced against potential adverse impacts to important state resources and facilities. 


	Section 23 . Subsection (2) of section 163 . 3245, Florida Statutes, is amended to read : 163.3245 Sector plans .
	-

	(2) The Upon the request of a local government having jurisdiction, the applieable regional planning council shall conduct a scoping meeting with affected local governments and those agencies identified ins. 163.3184(1) (c) before preparation of the sector plan . The purpose of this meeting is to assist the state land planning agency and the local government in the identification of the relevant pl anning issues to be addressed and the data and resources available to assist in the preparation of the sector 
	Page 27 of 84 CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underl ined are additions. 
	784 
	786 787 788 789 
	791 792 793 794 
	796 797 798 799 
	801 802 803 804 
	806 807 808 809 
	811 812 
	578-01357-21 202162cl is within the jurisdict ion of two or more l ocal governments , some or all of them may enter into a joint planning agreement 
	pursuant to s. 163.3171 with respect to the geographic area t o be subject to the sector plan, the planning issues t hat will be emphasized, procedures f or intergovernmental coordination to address extrajuri sdictional impacts, supporting application material s including data and analysis, procedures for publ ic parti cipation, or other issues. 
	Section 24 . Paragraph (i) of subsection (2) of sect ion 163.568, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 
	163.568 Purposes and powers.
	-

	(2) 
	(2) 
	(2) 
	The authority is granted the authori ty to exercise all powers necessary, appurtenant, convenient, or incidental to the carrying out of the aforesaid purposes, including, but not limited to, the following rights and powers : 

	(i) 
	(i) 
	To develop transportation plans, and to coordi nate its planning and programs with those of appropriate municipal, county, and state agencies and other poli tical subdivisions of t he s t ate . All transportation plans are subject to review and approval by the Depar tment of Transportation and b y the regional planning a gency, if any, for consistency with programs or planning for the area and region. 


	Section 25 . Subsection (2 ) of section 164.1031, Fl orida Statutes, is amended to read: 164.1031 Definitions.-For purposes of this act : 
	(2) "Regional governmental entitiesu includes regional planning councils, metropolitan planning organizations, water supply authorities that include more than one county, l ocal health councils, water management districts, and other regional 
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	578-01357-21 202162cl entities that are authorized and created by general or special law that have duties or responsibilities extending beyond the jurisdiction of a single county. Section 26. Subsection (5) of sect ion 186.003, Florida Statutes, i s amended t o r ead: 
	186.003 Definitions; ss. 186.001-186.031, 186.801-186.901.­As used in ss. 186.001-186.031 and 186 . 801-186.901, the term: 
	(5) "Regional planning agency" means the regional planning council ereated pursuant toss. 186.501 186 .515 to C}(ereise responsibilities under ss. 186.001 186 . 031 and 186 . 801 186 . 901 in a particular region of the state . 
	Section 27. Subsection (7) of section 186 .006 , Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 
	186 
	186 
	186 
	. 006 Powers and responsibilities of Executive Office of the Governor.-For the purpose of establishing consistency and uniformity in the stat e and regional planning process and in order to ensure that the intent of ss. 186.001-186.031 and 186.801-186.901 is accomplished, the Executive Office of the Governor shall : 

	(7) 
	(7) 
	Act as the state clearinghouse and designate the regional planning councils as the regional data elearinghouses . 


	Section 28. Subsection (1) of section 186.008, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 
	186.008 State comprehensive plan; revision; implementation .
	-

	(1 ) On or before Oct ober 1 of every odd-numbered year, the Executive Office of the Governor shal l prepare, and the Governor shall recommend to the Administration Commission, any proposed revisions to the state comprehensive plan deemed necessary. The 
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	578-01357-21 202162cl Governor shall transmit his or her recommendations and explanation as required bys. 186 . 007(8) . Copies shall also be provided to each state agency, to each regional planning agency, to any other unit of government that requests a copy, and to any member of the public who requests a copy . 
	Section 29 . Section 186.803, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 
	186.803 Use of geographic information by governmental entitics.-When state agencies, water management districts, regional planning councils, local governments, and other governmental entities use maps, including geographic information maps and other graphic information materials, as the source of data for planning or any other purposes, they must take into account that the accuracy and reliability of such maps and data may be limited by various factors, including the scale of the maps, the timeliness a nd a
	Section 30 . Paragraph (b) of subsection (20) of section 187.201, Florida Statutes, is amended to read : 
	187 . 201 State Comprehensive Plan adopted. -The Legislature hereby adopts as the State Comprehensive Plan the following specific goals and policies: 
	(20 ) GOVERNMENTAL EFFICIENCY .­
	(b) Policies.
	-

	1 . Encourage greater cooperation between, among, and within 
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	578-01357-21 202162cl all levels of Florida government through the use of appropriate i nterlocal agreements and mutual partici pation for mutual benefit. 
	2. Allow the creation of independent special taxing districts which have uniform general law standards and procedures and do not overburden other governments and their taxpayers while prevent ing the proliferation of i ndependent special taxing districts which do not meet these standards . 
	3 . Encourage the use of muni cipal services taxing units and other dependent special districts to provide needed infrastructure where the fiscal capacity exists to s upport such an approach. 
	4. 
	4. 
	4. 
	Eliminat e regulatory activities that are not tied to specific public and nat ural resource protection needs. 

	5. 
	5. 
	Eliminate needless duplication of, and promote cooperation in, governmental activit i es between, among, and within state, regional, county, city, and other governmental units . 

	6. 
	6. 
	Ensure, wherever possible, that the geographic boundaries of water management districts, regional planning eouncils, and substate districts of the executive departments shall be coterminous for related s t ate or agency programs a nd function s and promote interagency agreements i n order to reduce the number of districts and councils wit h jurisdiction in any one county . 


	7 . Encourage and provide for the restructuring of city and county political jurisdictions with the goals of greater efficiency and high-quality and more equitable and responsive public service programs . 
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	8. 
	8. 
	8. 
	Replace multiple, small scale, economically inefficient local public facilities with regional facilities where they are proven to be more economical, particularly in terms of energy efficiency, and yet can retain the quality of service expected by the public. 

	9. 
	9. 
	Encourage greater efficiency and economy at all l evels of government through adoption and implementation of effective records management, information management, and evaluation procedures. 

	10. 
	10. 
	Throughout government, establish citizen management efficiency groups and internal management groups to make recommendations for greater operating efficiencies and improved management practices. 

	11. 
	11. 
	Encourage governments to seek outside contracting on a competitive-bid basis when cost-effective and appropriate . 


	12 . Discourage undue expansion of state government and make 
	every effort to streamline state government in a cost-effective manner. 
	13 . Encourage joint venture solutions to mutual problems 
	between levels of government a nd private enterprise. Section 31 . Paragraph (c) of subsection (1) and subsection 
	(2) of section 218.32, Florida Statutes, are amended to r ead: 
	218.32 Annual financial reports ; l ocal governmental entities .
	-

	( 1 ) 
	(c) Each regional planning council created under s . 
	186. 504, each local government finance commission, board, or council, and each municipal power corporat ion created as a separate legal or administrative entity by interlocal agreement 
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	578-01357-21 202162cl under s. 163.01(7) shall submit to the department a copy of its audit report and an annual financial report for the previous 
	fiscal year in a format prescribed by the department . 
	(2) 
	(2) 
	(2) 
	The department shall annually by December 1 file a verified r eport with the Governor, t he Legislature, the Auditor General, and the Special District Accountability Program of the Department of Economic Opportunity showing the revenues, both locally derived and derived from intergovernmental transfers, and the expenditures of each local governmental entity, regional planning council, local government finance commission, and municipal power corporation that is required to submit an annual financial report. 

	(a) 
	(a) 
	The total revenues and expenditures of each local governmental entity that is a component unit included in the annual financial report of the reporting entity. 

	(b) 
	(b) 
	The amount of outstanding long-term debt by each local governmental entity. For purposes of this paragraph, the term "long-term debt" means any agreement or series of agreements to pay money, which, at inception, contemplate terms of payment exceeding 1 year in durati on . 


	Section 32 . Paragraph (a) of subsection (7 ) of section 
	258.501 , Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 
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	258.501 Myakka River; wild and scenic segment.
	-

	(7) MANAGEMENT COORDINATING COUNCIL.
	-

	(a) Upon designation, the department shal l create a permanent council to provide interagency and intergovernmental coordination in the management of the river . The coordinating council shall be composed of one representative appointed from each of the following: the department, the Department of Transportation, the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, the Department of Economic Opportunity, the Florida Forest Service of the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, the Division of Historical 
	Section 33 . Subsections (1) and (3) of section 260 . 0142, Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 260.0142 Florida Greenways and Trail s Council; composition; powers and duties .
	-

	(1 ) There is created within the department the Florida Greenways and Trails Council which shall advi se the department in t he execution of the department' s powers and duties under this chapter . The council shall be composed of 19 -2-8-members, consisting of : 
	(a) l . Five members appointed by the Governor, with two members representing the trail user community, two members representing the greenway user community, and one member 
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	representing private landowners. 
	2 
	2 
	2 
	. Three members appointed by the President of the Senate, with one member representing the trail user community and two members representing the greenway user community. 

	3 
	3 
	. Three members appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives, with two members representing the trail user community and one member representing the greenway user community. 


	Those eligible to represent the trail user community shall be chosen from, but not be limited to, paved trail users, hikers, off-road bicyclists, users of off-highway vehicl es, paddlers, equest rians, disabled outdoor recreational users, and commercial recreational interests . Those eligible to represent the greenway user community shall be chosen from, but not be limited to, conservation organizations, nature study organizations, and scientists and university e xperts. 
	(b) 
	(b) 
	(b) 
	The~~ remaining members shal l include: 

	1 
	1 
	. The Secretary of Environmental Protection or a designee. 


	2 . The executive director of t he Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission or a designee. 
	3. The Secretary of Transportation or a designee. 
	4. 
	4. 
	4. 
	The Director of the Florida Forest Service of the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services or a designee . 

	5. 
	5. 
	The director of the Division of Historical Resources of the Department of State or a designee . 

	6. 
	6. 
	A r epr esentative of the water management districts . Membership on the council shall rotate among t he five districts. The districts shall determine t he order of rotation . 
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	7. 
	7. 
	7. 
	A representative of a federal land management agency. The Secretary of Environmental Protection shal l identify the appropriate federal agency and request designation of a representat ive from the agency to serve on the council . 

	8. 
	8. 
	A representative of the regional planning counci ls to be appointed by the Secretary of Environmental Protection. Membership on the council shall rotate among the seven regional planning councils. The regional planning councils shall determine the order of rotation. 


	-9--. A representative of local governments to be appointed by t he Secretary of Environmental Protection. Membership shall alternate between a county representative and a municipal representative . 
	(3) The term of al l ~ppointees shall be for 2 years unless otherwise specified. The appointees of the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives may be reappointed for no more than four consecutive terms . The representatives of the water management districts, regional planning councils, and local governments may be reappoi nted for no more than two consecutive terms. All other appointees shall serve until replaced. 
	Section 34. Paragraph {a) of subsection (6) of section 288.0656, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 288.0656 Rural Economic Development Initiative .
	-

	(6) {a) By August 1 of each year, the head of each of the fol lowing agencies and organizations shall designate a deputy secretary or higher-level staff person from within the agency or organization to serve as the REDI representative for the agency or organization: 
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	1. 
	1. 
	1. 
	The Department of Transportation. 

	2. 
	2. 
	The Department of Environmental Protection . 

	3. 
	3. 
	The Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services . 

	4. 
	4. 
	The Department of State . 

	5. 
	5. 
	The Department of Health. 


	6 
	6 
	6 
	. The Department of Children and Families. 

	7 
	7 
	. The Department of Corrections . 

	8 
	8 
	. The Department of Education . 

	9 
	9 
	. The Department of Juvenile Justice. 


	10. The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission. 
	11 . Each water management district . 
	12. 
	12. 
	12. 
	Enterprise Florida, Inc. 

	13. 
	13. 
	CareerSource Florida, Inc. 

	14. 
	14. 
	VISIT Florida. 


	15 . The Florida Regional Planning Council Association. -l-6--.-The Agency for Health Care Administration. 16.-l---+-.-The Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences 
	(IFAS) . 
	An alternate for each designee shall also be chosen, and the names of the designees and alternates shall be sent t o the executive director of t he department. 
	Section 35 . Subsection (2) , paragraph (c} o f subsection (4), and subsections (7), (8), and (9) of section 288 . 975, Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 
	288.975 Military base reuse plans .
	-

	(2) As used in this section, t he term: 
	(a) "Affected local government" means a local government adjoining t he host l ocal government and any other unit of local 
	Page 37 of 84 CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions . 
	1074 
	1076 1077 1078 1079 
	1081 1082 1083 1084 
	1086 1087 1088 1089 
	1091 1092 1093 1094 
	1096 1097 1098 1099 
	1101 1102 
	578-01357-21 202162cl 
	government that is not a host local government but that is 
	identified in a proposed military base reuse plan as providing, operating, or mai ntaining one or more public facilities as defined ins. 163.3164 on lands within or serving a military 
	base designated for closure by the Federal Government . 
	(b) 
	(b) 
	(b) 
	(b) 
	"Affected person" means a host local government; an affected local government; any state, regional, or federal agency; or a person who resides, owns property, or owns or operates a business within the boundaries of a host local government or affected local government. 

	(c) "Base reuse activities" means development as defined in 

	s 
	s 
	. 380.04 on a military base designated for closure or closed by the Federal Government. 

	(d) 
	(d) 
	"Host local government" means a local government within the jurisdiction of which all or part of a military base designated for closure by the Federal Government is located. This shall not include a county if no part of a military base is located in its unincorporated area. 


	(e ) "Military base" means a military base designated for closure or closed by the Federal Government. 
	(f) "Regional policy plan" means a strategic regional policy plan that has been adopted by rule by a regional planning council pursuant to s . 186.508 . 
	-fg+-"State comprehensive plan" means the plan as provided in chapter 187. 
	( 4) 
	(c) Military base reuse plans shall identify projected impacts to significant regional resources and natural resources of regional significance as identified by applicabl e regional 
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	(7) 
	(7) 
	(7) 
	A mil itary base reuse plan shall be consistent with the comprehensive plan of the host local government and shall not conflict with the comprehensive plan of any affected local governments . A military base reuse plan shall be consistent with the nonprocedural requirements of part II of chapter 163 and rules adopted thereunder, applicable r egional policy plans, and the state comprehensive plan. 

	(8) 
	(8) 
	At the request of a host local government, the department shall coordinate a presubmission workshop concerning a military base reuse plan wi thin the boundaries of the host jurisdiction. Agencies that s hall participate in the workshop shall include any affected local governments; the Department of Environmental Prot ection; the department; the Department of Transportation; the Department of Health; the Department of Children and Families; the Department of Juvenile Justice; the Department of Agriculture an

	(9) 
	(9) 
	If a host local government elects to use the optional provisions of this act, it shall, no later than 12 months after 
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	(a) 
	(a) 
	(a) 
	Send a copy of the proposed military base reuse plan for review to any affected local governments; the Department of Environmental Protection; the department; the Department of Transportation; the Department of Health; the Department of Children and Fami lies; the Department of Juvenile Justice; the Department of Agricultu re and Consumer Servi ces; the Department of State; the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission; and any applicable water management districts; and regional planning councils, or 

	(b) 
	(b) 
	Petition the department for an extension of the deadline for submitting a proposed reuse plan . Such an extension request must be justified by changes or delays in the closure process by the federal Department of Defense or for reasons otherwise deemed to promote the orderly and beneficial planning of the subject mil itary base reuse . The department may grant extensions to the required submission date of the reuse plan . 


	Section 36. Paragraph (b) of subsection (3) of section 
	335.188 , Florida Statutes, is amended to read : 
	335 
	335 
	335 
	. 188 Access management standards; access control classification system; criteria.
	-


	(3) 
	(3) 
	The control classification system shall be developed consistent with the following: 

	(b) 
	(b) 
	The access control classification system shall be developed in cooperation with counties, municipalities, the state l and planning agency, regional planning councils, metropolitan planning organizations, and other local governmental entiti es. 


	Page 40 of 84 CODING : Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions . 
	1161 1162 1163 1164 
	1166 1167 1168 1169 
	1171 1172 1173 1174 
	1176 1177 1178 1179 
	1181 1182 1183 1184 
	1186 1187 1188 1189 
	578-01357-21 202162cl 
	Section 37 . Paragraph (c} of subsection (3) of section 338.2278, Florida Statutes, as amended by section 91 of chapter 2020-114, Laws of Florida, is amended to read: 
	338 . 2278 Multi-use Corridors of Regional Economic Significance Program.
	-

	(3) 
	(c)l. During the project development phase, t he department shall utilize an inclusive, consensus-building mechanism for each proposed multiuse corridor identified in subsection (2 ). For each multiuse corridor identi fied in subsection (2) , the department shal l convene a corridor task force composed of appropriate representatives of: 
	a 
	a 
	a 
	. The Department of Environmental Protection; 

	b 
	b 
	. The Department of Economic Opportunity; 

	c 
	c 
	. The Department of Education; 

	d 
	d 
	. The Department of Health; 

	e 
	e 
	. The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission; 

	f 
	f 
	. The Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services; 

	g 
	g 
	. The local water management district or districts; 


	h. A local government official from each local government within a proposed corridor; 
	i. 
	i. 
	i. 
	Metropolitan planning organizat ions; 

	j. 
	j. 
	Regional planning councils; 


	h The community, who may be an individual or a member of a nonprofit community organizati on, as determined by t he department; and 
	~-1----.-Appropriate environmental groups , such as 1000 Friends of Fl orida, Audubon Florida, the Everglades Foundation, The Nature Conservancy, the Florida Sierra Club, and the Florida 
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	Wildlife Corridor, as determined by the department . 
	2. 
	2. 
	2. 
	The secretary of the department shall appoint the members of the respective corridor task forces by August 1 , 2019 . 

	3. 
	3. 
	Each corridor task force shall coordinate with the department on pertinent aspects of corridor analysis, including accommodation or colocation of multiple types of infrastructure, addressing issues such as those identif ied in subsection (1), within or adjacent to the corridor. 

	4. 
	4. 
	Each corridor task force shall evaluate the need for, and the economic and environmental impacts of, hurricane evacuation impacts of, and land use impacts of, the related corridor as identified in subsection (2) . 


	5 . Each corridor task force s hall hold a public meeting in accordance with chapter 286 in each local government jurisdiction in which a project within an identified corridor is being considered . 
	6. To the maximum extent feasible, the department shall adhere to the recommendations of the t ask force created for each corridor in the design of the multiple modes of transportation and multiple types of infrastructure associated with the corridor. The task force for each corridor may consider and recommend innovative concepts to combine right-of-way acquisition with the acquisition of lands or easements to facilitate environmental mitigation or ecosystem, wil dlife habitat, or water quality protection o
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	7 
	7 
	7 
	. The Southwest-Central Florida Connector corridor task force shall : 

	a. 
	a. 
	Address the impacts of the construction of a pr oject within the corridor on panther and other critical wildlife habitat and evaluate in its final repor t the need for acquisition of lands for state conservation or as mitigation for p roject construction; and 

	b 
	b 
	. Evaluate wildlife crossing design features to protect panther and other critical wildlife habitat corridor connect ions . 

	8 
	8 
	. The Suncoast Connector corridor task force and the Northern Turnpike Connector corridor task force shall evaluate design features and the need for acquisition of state conservation lands that mitigate the impact of project construction within the respective corridors on: 

	a 
	a 
	a 
	. The water quality and quantity of springs, rivers, and aquifer recharge areas; 

	b. Agricultural land uses; and 
	c . Wildlife habitat. 

	9 
	9 
	. Each corridor task force shall issue its evaluations in a final report that mus t be submitted to the Governor, t he President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives by November 15, 2020 October 1 , 2020 . 

	10 
	10 
	. The department shall provide affected l ocal governments with a copy of the applicable task force report and project alignments. Not later than December 31 , 2023, a local government that has a n interchange within its jurisdiction shall review the applicable task force report and its local comprehensive plan as adopted under chapter 163. The local government review must 
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	Section 38 . Subsection (4) of section 339 . 155, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 
	339.155 Transportati on planning.
	-

	(4) ADDITIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLANS.
	-

	(a) Upon request by local governmental entities, the department may in its discretion develop and design transportation corridors, arterial and collector streets, vehicular parking areas, a nd other support facilities which are consistent with the plans of the department for major transportation facilities . The department may render to local governmental entities or their planning agencies such technical assistance and services as are necessary so that local plans and facilities are coordinated with the pl
	(b) Eaeh regional pl anning council, as provided for in s. 
	186.50 4, or any suceessor agency thereto, shall develop, as an element of its strategic regional policy plan, transportation goals and policies . The transportation goals and policies must be prioritized to comply with the prevailing prineiples provided in subsection (1) ands. 334.046(1). The transportation goals and policies shall be consistent, to the maximum extent feasible, with the goals and policies of the metropol itan planning organization and the Florida Transportation Plan . The transportation go
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	-fe-1-Regional transportation plans may be developed in regional transportation areas i n accordance with an interlocal agreement entered into pursuant to s. 163.01 by two or more contiguous metropolitan planning organizat ions; one or more metropolitan planning organizations and one or more cont iguous counties, none of which is a member of a metropolitan planning organization; a multicounty regional transportation authority created by or pursuant to law; two or more contiguous counties that are not member
	M-fEl+-The interlocal agreement must, at a minimum, identify the entity that will coordinate the development of the regional transportation plan; delineate the boundaries of the regional transportation area; provide the durati on of the agreement and speci fy how the agreement may be terminated, modified, or rescinded; describe the process by which the regional transportation plan will be developed; and provide how members of the entity will resolve disagreement s regarding interpretation of the interlocal 
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	(d)-fe+-The regional transportation plan developed pursuant to this section must, at a minimum, identify regionally significant transportation facilities located within a regional 
	transportation area and contai n a prioritized list of regionally significant projects. The projects shall be adopted into the capital improvements schedule of the local government comprehensi ve plan pursuant to s. 163.3177(3). 
	Section 39 . Paragraph (g) of subsection (6) of section 
	339 
	339 
	339 
	339 
	. 175, Florida Statutes, is amended to r ead: 

	339.175 Metropolitan planning organization.
	-


	(6) 
	(6) 
	POWERS, DUTIES, AND RESPONSIBILITIES.-The powers, privileges, and authority of an M. P.O. are those specified in this section or incorporated in an interlocal agreement authorized under s. 163.01. Each M.P.O. shall perform all acts required by federal or state laws or rules, now and subsequently applicable, which are necessary to qualify for federal aid. It is the intent of this section that each M.P.O. shall be involved in the planning and programming of transportation facilities, including, but not limite

	(g) 
	(g) 
	Each M.P.O. shall have an executive or staff director who reports directly to t he M.P.O. governing board for all matters regarding the administration and operation of the M. P .O. and any additional personnel as deemed necessary. The executi ve director and any additional personnel may be employed either by an M.P.O. or by another governmental entity, such as a county, or city, or regional planni ng council, t hat has a staff services agreement signed and in effect with the M. P.O. Each M.P.O. may 
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	339 
	339 
	339 
	. 63 System facilities designated; additions and deletions.
	-


	(3) 
	(3) 
	After the initial designation of the Strategic Intermodal System under subsection (1), the department shall, in coordination with the metropolitan planning organizations, local governments, regional planning eouneils, transportation providers, and affected public agencies, add facilities to or delete facilities from the Strategic Intermodal System described in paragraphs (2) (b) and (c) based upon criteria adopted by the department. 

	(4) 
	(4) 
	After the initial designation of the Strategic Intermodal System under subsection (1), the department shall, in coordination with the metropolitan planning organizations, l ocal governments, regional planning councils, transportation providers, and affected public agencies, add facilities to or delete facilities from the Strategic Int ermodal System described in paragraph (2) (a) based upon criteria adopted by the department. However, an airport that is designated as a reliever airport to a Strategic Interm
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	Sect ion 41. Subsection (1) and paragraph (a) of subsection 
	Sect ion 41. Subsection (1) and paragraph (a) of subsection 
	578-01357-21 
	(3) 
	(3) 
	(3) 
	(3) 
	of section 339 . 64, Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 

	339 . 64 Strategic Intermodal System Plan.
	-


	(1) 
	(1) 
	The department shall develop, in cooperation with metropolitan planning organizations, regional planning councils, local governments, and other transportation providers, a Strategic Intermodal Syst em Plan . The plan shall be consistent with the Florida Transportation Pl an developed pursuant to s. 

	339 
	339 
	. 155 and shall be updated at least once every 5 years, subsequent to updates of the Florida Transportation Plan . 

	(3) 
	(3) 
	(a) During the development of updates to the Strategic Intermodal System Plan, the department shall provide metropolitan planning organizations, regional planning councils, local governments , transportation providers, affected public agencies, and citizens with an opportunity to participate in and comment on the development of t he update. 


	Section 42. Subsection (1) of section 341 . 041 , Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 
	341.041 Transit responsibilities of the department.-The department shall, within the resources provided pursuant to chapter 216 : 
	(1) Develop a statewide plan that provides for public transit and intercity bus service needs at least 5 years in advance. The plan shall be developed in a manner that will assure maximum use of exi sting facilities, and optimum 
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	integration 
	integration 
	and 
	coordination of 
	the various modes 
	of 

	transpor tation, 
	transpor tation, 
	i ncl uding both 
	governmental ly owned a nd 

	privat ely owned 
	privat ely owned 
	resources, 
	i n 
	t he 
	most 
	cost-effective manner 


	possible. The plan shall al so incorporate plans adopted by local 
	and regional pl anning agencies which are consi stent, to t he 
	maximum extent feasible, with adopted st rategic policy plans and 
	approved local government comprehensive plans for t he region and 
	units of l ocal government covered by the p l an and shal l , insofar 
	as practical, conform to federal planning requirements. The pl an 
	shall be consist ent with the goals of t he Florida Transportation 
	Plan developed pursuant t o s. 339 . 155 . 
	Section 43 . Paragraph (m) of subsection (3) of section 
	343 
	343 
	343 
	343 
	.54, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 

	343.54 Powers and dut ies.
	-


	(3) 
	(3) 
	The authority may exercise all powers necessary, appurtenant , convenient, or i ncidental t o the carrying out of the aforesaid purposes, including, but not limited to, the following rights and powers : 

	(m) 
	(m) 
	To cooperate wi th other governmental ent ities and to contract with other governmental agencies, including the Department of Transportation, the Fede ral Government, regional p l anning councils, counties, and municipalities . 


	Se ction 44. Subsection (1) of section 369.303, Florida Statute s , i s amended to read: 
	369.303 Defi nitions.-As used in this part: 
	(1) "Couneil" me ans t he East Central Fl orida Regional 
	Planning Council. Section 45. Paragraph (e ) of subsection (1) of sect i on 
	373.309, Florida Statutes, is ame nded to read: 
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	373.309 Authority to adopt r ules and procedures .
	-

	(1) 
	(1) 
	(1) 
	The department shall adopt, and may from time to time amend, rules governi ng the location, construction, repair, and abandonment of water wells and s hall be responsible for the administration of this part. Wit h r espect thereto, the department shall : 

	(e) 
	(e) 
	Encourage prevention of potable water well contamination and promote cost-effective remedi ation of contaminated potable water supplies by use of the Water Qual ity Assurance Trust Fund as provided ins. 376.307(1) (e) and establish by rule : 

	1 
	1 
	. Delineation of areas of groundwater contamination for implementation of well location and construction, testing, permitting, and clearance requirements as set forth in subparagraphs 2 ., 3 . , 4., 5 ., and 6 . The department shall make available to water management districts, regional planning councils, the Department of Health, and county building and zoning departments , maps or other information on areas of contamination, including areas of ethylene dibromide contamination. Such maps or other informati

	2 
	2 
	. Requirements for testing for suspected contamination in areas of known contamination, as a prerequisite for clearance of a water well for drinking purposes. The department is authorized to establish criteria for acceptance of water quality testing results from the Department of Health and laboratories certi f i ed by the Department of Health, and i s a uthorized to establish 
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	requirements for sample collection quality assurance. 
	3 . Requirements for mandatory connection to available potable water systems in areas of known contamination, wherein the department may prohibit the permitting and construction of new potable water wells . 
	4. 
	4. 
	4. 
	Location and construction standards for public and all other potable water wells permitted in areas of contamination . Such standards shall be designed to minimize the effects of such contamination. 

	5. 
	5. 
	A procedure for permitting all potable water wells in areas of known contamination. Any new water well that is to be used for drinking water purposes and t hat does not meet construction standards pursuant to subparagraph 4. must be abandoned and plugged by the owner. Water management districts shall implement, through delegation from the department, the permitting and enforcement responsibilities of this subparagraph. 


	6 
	6 
	6 
	. A procedure for clearing for use all potable water wells, except wells that serve a public water supply system, in areas of known contamination. If contaminants are found upon testing pursuant to subparagraph 2. , a well may not be cleared for use without a filter or other means of preventing the users of the well from being exposed to deleterious amounts of contaminants. The Department of Health shal l implement the responsibilities of this subparagraph. 

	7 
	7 
	. Fees to be paid for well construction permits and clearance for use . The fees shall be based on the actual costs incurred by the water management districts, the Department of Health, or other political subdivisions in carrying out the 
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	a. 
	a. 
	a. 
	The wel l construction permit fee may not exceed $500. 

	b. 
	b. 
	The cl earance fee may not exceed $50. 


	8. Procedures for implementing well-location, construction, testing, permitting, and clearance requirements as set forth in subparagraphs 2 .-6 . wit hin areas that research or monitoring data indicate are vulnerable to contaminati on with nitrate, or areas in which the department provides a subsidy for restoration or replacement of contaminated drinking water supplies through extending existing water lines or developing new water supply systems pursuant to s . 376.307(1) (e) . The department shall consult 
	All fees and funds collected by each delegated enti ty pursuant to thi s part shall be deposited in the appropriate operating account of that entity. 
	Section 46. Paragraph (k) of subsection (2 ) of section 377.703, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 
	377 . 703 Additional functions of t he Departme nt of Agriculture and Consumer Services.
	-

	(2 ) DUTIES.-The department shall perfor m the following functions , unless as otherwise provided, consistent with the development of a state energy policy: 
	(k) The department shall coordinate energy-related programs of state government, including, but not limited to, the programs provided in this section. To this end, the department shal l : 
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	1 . Provide assistance to other state agencies, counties , and municipalities, and regional planning agencies to further and promote their energy planning ~ctivities . 
	2. Require, i n cooperation with the Department of Management Services, all state agencies to operate state-owned and state-leased buildings in accordance with energy conservation standards as adopted by the Department of Management Services . Every 3 months, the Department of Management Services shall furnish the department data on agencies' energy consumption and emissions of greenhouse gases in a format prescribed by t he department . 
	3 . Promote the development and use of renewable e nergy 
	resources, energy efficiency technologies, and conservation measures. 
	4. Promote the recovery of energy from wastes, including, but not limited to, the use of waste heat, the use of agricultural products as a source of energy, and recycling of manufactured products . Such promotion s hall be conducted in conjunction with, and after consultation with, the Department of Environmental Protection and the Florida Public Service Commission where electrical generation or natural gas is involved, and any other relevant federal , state, or local governmental agency having responsibili
	Section 47. Subsection (3) of section 378.411, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 
	378.411 Certification to receive notices of intent to mine, to review, and to inspect for compliance.
	-

	(3) In making his or her determination, the secretary sha l l 
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	management district. Section 48. Subsection (15) of section 380 . 031 , Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 
	380 . 031 Definitions .-As used in this chapter : 
	(15) "Regional planning agencyn means the agency designated by the state land planning agency to e}cerci se responsibilities under this chapter in a particular region of the state. 
	Section 49. Subsection (2) of section 380.045, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 
	380 
	380 
	380 
	. 045 Resource planning and management committees; objectives; procedures.
	-


	(2) 
	(2) 
	The committee shall include, but shall not be limited to, representat ion from each of the following: elected officials from the local governments withi n the area under study; the planning office of each of the l ocal governme nts withi n the area under study; the state land planning agency; any other state agency under chapter 20 a representative of which the Gover nor feels is relevant to t he compilation of the committee; and a water management district, if appropriate, and regional planning council all
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	578-01357-21 202162cl the demand of three or more members of the committee . The committee will act on a simple majority of a quorum present and 
	shall make a report within 6 months to the head of the state land planning agency . The committee shall, from t he time of appointment, remain in existence for no less than 6 months. 
	Section 50. Subsection (3) of section 380 . 055, Florida Statutes, i s amended t o read: 
	380.055 Big Cypress Area .
	-

	(3) DESIGNATION AS AREA OF CRITICAL STATE CONCERN.-The "Big Cypress Area," as defined in this subsection, is hereby designated as an area of critical state concern. "Big Cypress Area" means t he area generally depicted on the map entitled "Boundary Map, Big Cypress National Freshwater Reserve, Florida, " numbered BC-91 , 001 and dated November 1971, which is on file and available for public inspection in the office of the National Park Service, Department of the Interior, Washington, 
	D.C. , and in the office of the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund, which is the area proposed as the Federal Bi g Cypress National Freshwater Reserve, Florida, and that area descri bed as follows : Sections 1 , 2, 11, 12 and 13 in Township 49 South, Range 31 East; and Township 49 South, Range 32 East, less Sections 19, 30 and 31; and Township 49 South, Range 33 East; and Township 49 South, Range 34 East; and Sections 1 through 5 and 10 through 14 in Township 50 South, Range 32 East; a
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	578-01357-21 202162cl Preserve Addition, Florida," together with such contiguous l and and water areas as are ecologically linked with the Evergl ades 
	National Park, certain of the estuarine fisheries of South Florida, or the freshwater aquifer of South Florida, the definiti ve boundaries of which shall be set in the following manner : Within 120 days following the effective date of this act, the state land planning agency shall recommend definitive boundaries for the Big Cypress Area to the Administration Commission, after giving notice to all local governments and regional planning agencies which include wi thin their boundaries any part of the area pro
	Area . Section 51 . Subsection (6) and paragraph (b) of subsection 
	(12) 
	(12) 
	(12) 
	(12) 
	of section 380.06, Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 

	380.06 Developments of regional impact.
	-


	(6) 
	(6) 
	REPORTS.-Notwithstanding any condition in a development order for an approved development of regional impact, the developer is not required to submit an annual or a biennial report on the development of regional impact to the local government, the regional planning agency, t he state land planning agency, and all affected permit agencies unless required to do so by the local government that has jurisdict ion over the development. The penalty for failure to file such a required report is as prescribed by the
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	(12) 
	(12) 
	PROPOSED 
	DEVELOPMENTS.
	-


	(b) 
	(b) 
	This subsection does 
	not 
	apply 
	to: 

	1. Amendments 
	1. Amendments 
	to 
	a 
	development 
	order governin
	g 
	an 
	exis t i ng 

	devel opment of regional impact . 
	devel opment of regional impact . 


	2 . An appl ication for development approval filed with a concurr ent plan amendment application pending as of May 14, 2015, if t he applicant e lects to have the application reviewed pursuant to this section as it existed on that date. The election shall be in writing and filed with the affect ed l ocal government, regional planning council, and stat e land planning agency before December 31, 2018 . 
	Section 52 . Subsection (2) of section 380 .061, Florida Statutes, i s amended to read: 
	380 . 061 The Florida Quality Developments program.
	-

	(2) Following written notification to the state land planning agency and t he appropriate regional planning agency, a local gover nment wi th an approved Florida Quality Development within its jurisdiction must set a public hearing pursuant to its local procedures and shall adopt a local development order to r eplace and supersede the development order adopted by the state land planning agency for the Florida Qual ity Development . Thereafter, the Fl orida Quality Development shall follow the procedures and
	Section 53. Subsection (2) of section 380.07, Florida St atutes, is amended to read: 
	380 .07 Florida Land and Water Adjudicatory Commission.
	-

	(2 ) Whenever any local government issues any development order in any a r ea of criti cal state concern, or i n regard to the 
	Page 57 of 84 CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions. 
	Florida Senate -2021 
	1654 
	1656 1657 1658 1659 
	1661 1662 1663 1664 
	1666 1667 1668 1669 
	1671 1672 1673 1674 
	1676 1677 1678 1679 
	1681 1682 
	202162cl
	578-01357-21 abandonment of any approved development of regional impact, copies of such orders as prescribed by rule by the state land planning agency shall be transmitted to the state land planning agency, the regional planning agency, and the owner or developer of the property affected by such order. The state land planning agency shall adopt rules descri bing development order rendition and effectiveness in designated areas of critical state concern . Within 45 days after the or der is rendered, the owne
	380.507 Powers of the trust.-The trust shall have all the powers necessary or convenient to carry out the purposes and provisions of this part, including: 
	(3) To provide technical and financial assistance to local governments , state agencies, water management districts, regional planning councils, and nonprofit agencies to carry out projects and activities and develop programs to achieve the purposes of this part . 
	Section 55. Subsection (6) of section 403 . 0752, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 403.0752 Ecosystem management agreements .
	-

	(6) The secretary of the department may form ecosystem management advisory teams for consultation and participation in the preparation of an ecosystem management agreement. The secretary shall request the participat ion of at least the state 
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	578-01357-21 202162cl and regional and local government entities having regulatory authority over the activities to be subject to the ecosystem 
	management agreement. Such teams may also include representatives of other participating or advisory government agencies, which may include regional planning councils, private landowners, public landowners and managers, public and private utilities, corporations, and environmental i nterests . Team members shall be selected in a manner that ensures adequate representati on of the diverse interests and perspectives within the designated ecosystem. Participation by any department of state government is at the
	Section 56. Subsection (26) of section 403 . 503 , Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 
	403.503 Definitions relating to Florida Electrical Power Plant Siting Act .-As used in this act: 
	(26) "Regional planning council" means a regional planning council as defined ins. 186.503(4) in the jurisdiction of which the electrical power plant is proposed to be located. 
	Section 57. Subsection (1) of section 403.50663, Florida Statutes, i s amended to read: 403.50663 Informational public meetings .
	-

	(1) A local government within whose jurisdiction the power plant is proposed to be sited may hold one informational public meeting in addition to the hearings specifically authorized by this act on any matter associated with the electrical power plant proceeding . Such informational public meetings shall be held by the local government or by the regional planning council if the local government does not hold such meeting within 70 days after the filing of t he application. The purpose of an 
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	202162cl i nformational public meet ing is for the local government er regional planning eouneil to further inf or m the public about the proposed electrical power plant or associated facilities , obtain comment s from the public, and formulate its recommendation with respect to the proposed electrical power plant. 
	Section 58. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section 
	578-01357-21 
	403 
	403 
	403 
	. 507 , Florida Statut es, is amended t o read: 

	403 
	403 
	. 507 Preliminary statements o f issues, reports, project analyses, and s t udies .
	-


	(2) 
	(2) 
	(a) No later t han 100 days after the certification application has been determined complete, the following agencies shall prepare reports as provided below and shall submit them to the de partment and the applicant, unless a final order denying the determination of need has been issued under s. 403.519: 

	1 
	1 
	. The Department of Economic Opportunity shall pr epare a report containing recommendations which address the impact upon the public of t he proposed electrical power plant, based on the degree to which the electrical power plant is consistent with the applicable portions of the state comprehensi ve plan, emergency management, and other such matters within its jurisdiction . The Department of Economic Opportunity may also comment on the consi stency of the proposed e l ectrical power plant with applicabl e 

	2 
	2 
	. The water management district shall prepare a report as to matters withi n its jurisdict ion, including but not limited to, the impact of the proposed electrical power pl ant on water resources, regional water supply planni ng, and district-owned lands and works . 
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	578-01357-21 
	3. 
	3. 
	3. 
	Each local government in whose jurisdiction the proposed electrical power plant is to be located shall prepare a report as to the consistency of the proposed electrical power plant with all applicable local ordinances, regulations, standards, or criteria that apply to the proposed electrical power plant, i ncluding any applicable local environmental regulations adopted pursuant to s. 403.182 or by other means . 

	4. 
	4. 
	The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission shall prepare a report as to matters within its jurisdiction. 


	5 
	5 
	5 
	5 
	. The Department of Transport ation shall address the impact of the proposed electrical power plant on matters within 

	its jurisdiction. Section 59 . Paragraph (c) of subsection (2) of section 

	403 
	403 
	. 518, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 


	403.518 Fees; disposition.-The department shall charge the applicant the following fees, as appropriate, which, unless otherwise specified, shall be paid into the Florida Permit Fee 
	Trust Fund: 
	(2) An application fee, which shall not exceed $200, 000. The fee shall be f i xed by rule on a sliding scale related to the size, type , ultimate site capacity, or increase in electrical generating capacity proposed by the application. 
	(c )l. Upon written request with proper itemized accounting within 90 days after final agency action by the board or department or withdrawal of the application, the agencies that prepared reports pursuant to s . 403.507 or participated in a hearing pursuant to s. 403 . 508 may submit a written request to the department for reimburseme nt of expenses incurred during t he certification proceedings. The request shall contain an 
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	578-01357-21 202162cl accounting of expenses incurred which may include time spent reviewing the application, preparation of any studies required 
	of the agencies by this act, agency travel and per diem to attend any hearing held pursuant to this act, and for any l ocal government's or regional planning eouncil' s provision of notice 
	of public meetings required as a result of the application for certification. The department shall revi ew the request and verify that the expenses are valid. Vali d expenses shall be r eimbursed; however, in the event the amount of funds available for reimbursement is insufficient to provide for full compensation to the agencies requesting reimbursement, reimbursement shall be on a prorated basis . 
	2 . If the application review is held in abeyance for more than 1 year, the agencies may submit a request for reimbursement . This time period shall be measured from the date the applicant has provided written notification to the department that it desires to have the application review process placed on hold . The fee disbursement shall be processed in accordance with subparagraph 1. 
	Section 60. Subsection (21) of section 403.522, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 
	403.522 Definitions relating to the Florida Electric Transmission Line Siting Act. -As used in this act : 
	(21) "Regional planning councilu means a regional planning council as defined ins. 186.503(4) in the jurisdiction of which the project is proposed to be located. 
	Section 61. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section 403.526, Florida Statutes, i s amended to read: 
	403.526 Preliminary statements of issues, reports, and 
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	project analyses; studies.
	-

	(2) (a) No later than 90 days after the f i ling of the application, the following agencies shall prepare reports as provided below, unless a final order denying the determination of need has been issued under s. 403.537: 
	1. 
	1. 
	1. 
	The department shall prepare a report as to the impact of each proposed transmission line or corridor as it relates to matters within its jurisdiction. 

	2. 
	2. 
	Each water management district in the jurisdiction of which a proposed transmission line or corridor is to be located shall prepare a report as to the impact on water resources and other matters within its jurisdiction. 


	3 . The Department of Economic Opportunity shall prepare a report containing recommendati ons which address the impact upon the public of the proposed transmission line or corridor, based on the degree to which the proposed transmission line or corridor is consistent with the applicable portions of the state comprehensive plan, emergency management, and other matters within its jurisdiction. The Department of Economic Opportunity may also comment on the consistency of the proposed transmission line or corri
	4. The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission shall prepare a report as to the impact of each proposed transmission l ine or corridor on fish and wildlife resources and other matters within its jurisdiction . 
	5 . Each local governme nt shall prepare a report as to the impact of each proposed transmission line or corridor on matters within its jurisdiction, including the consistency of the 
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	proposed transmission line or corridor with a l l applicabl e local ordinances, regulations, standards, or criteria that apply to the proposed transmission line or corridor, including local comprehensive plans, zoning regulat ions, land development regulations, and any applicable local environmental regulations adopted pursuant to s . 403 . 182 or by other means . A change by the responsible local government or local agency in local comprehensive plans, zoning ordinances, or other regulations made after the
	6 . The Department of Transportation shall prepare a report as to the impact of the proposed transmission line or corridor on state roads, railroads, airports, aeronautics, seaports, and other matters within its jurisdiction . 
	7. 
	7. 
	7. 
	The commission shall prepare a report containing its determination under s. 403.537, and the report may include the comments from the commission with respect to any other subject within its jurisdiction . 

	8. 
	8. 
	Any other agency, if requested by the depart ment, shall also perform studies or prepare reports as to subjects within the jurisdiction of the agency which may potentially be affected by the proposed transmission line. 


	Section 62. Subsection (1) of secti on 403.5272, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 403.5272 Informational public meetings.
	-

	(1) A local government whose jurisdiction is to be crossed 
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	578-01357-21 202162cl by a proposed corridor may hold one informational public meeting in addition to the hearings specifically authorized by this act 
	on any matter associated with the transmission line proceeding . The informational public meeting may be conducted by the loeal government or the regional planning council and shall be hel d no 
	later than 55 days aft er the application is filed. The purpose of an informational public meeting is for the local government or regi onal planning council to further inform the public about the t ransmission line proposed, obtain comments from the public, and formulate its recommendation with respect to the proposed transmission line . 
	Section 63 . Subsection (4), paragraph (a) of subsection (5), and paragraph (a) of subsection (6) of section 403.5363, Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 
	403 . 5363 Public notices; requirements.
	-

	(4) 
	(4) 
	(4) 
	A local government or regional planning eouncil that proposes to conduct an informational public meeting pursuant to 

	s 
	s 
	. 403.5272 must publish notice of t he meeti ng in a newspaper of general circulation within the county or counties in which the proposed electrical transmission l ine will be located no later than 7 days before prior to the meeting . A newspaper of general circulation shall be the newspaper that has the largest dail y circulation in that county and has its principal office iri that county. If the newspaper with the largest daily circulation has its principal office outside the county, the notices shall app


	(5) (a ) A good faith effort shall be made by the applicant 
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	578-01357-21 202162cl to provide direct notice of the filing of an application for certificati on by United States mail or hand delivery no later than 45 days after filing of the application to all local landowners whose property, as noted in the most recent local government tax records , and residences are located wit hin one­quarter mil e of the proposed boundaries of a transmission line corridor that only includes a transmission line as defined bys . 403.522 (21 ) G. 403.522 (22). 
	(6) (a) A good faith effort s hall be made by the proponent of an al ternate corridor that includes a transmission line, as defined bys. 403.522(21) s. 403.522(22), to provide direct notice of the filing of an alternate cor ridor for certification by United States mail or hand delivery of t he filing no later than 30 days after filing of the alternate corridor to all l ocal landowners whose property, as noted in the most recent local government tax records, and residences are located within one­quarter mile
	403.522 (21) s. 403 . 522 (22) . Section 64 . Paragraph (d) of subsection (1) of section 
	403 
	403 
	403 
	. 5365, Florida Statutes, is amended t o read: 

	403 
	403 
	.5365 Fees; disposition.-The depart ment shall charge the applicant the following fees, as appropriate, which, unless otherwise specified, shall be paid into the Florida Permit Fee Trust Fund: 


	(1) An application fee . 
	(d)l. Upon written request with proper itemized accounting within 90 days after final agency action by the siting board or the department or the written notification of the withdrawal of 
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	the application, the agencies that prepared report s under s. 
	403.526 ors. 403.5271 or participated in a hearing under s . 
	403.527 ors . 403.5271 may submit a written request to the department for reimbursement of expenses incurred during the certification proceedings. The request must contain an accounting of expenses incurred, which may include time spent reviewing the application, preparation of any studies required of the agencies by this act, agency travel and per diem to attend any hearing held under this act, and for the local government or regional planning council providing additional notice of the informational public
	2. If the application review is held in abeyance for more than 1 year, the agencies may submit a request for reimbursement under subparagraph 1 . This time period shall be measured from the date the applicant has provided written notification to the department that it desires to have the application review process placed on hold. The fee disbursement shall be processed in accordance with subparagraph 1. 
	Section 65 . Paragraphs (a) and (d) of subsection (1) of section 403.537 , Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 
	403.537 Determination of need for transmission line; powers and dut ies .
	-

	(1) (a) Upon request by an applicant or upon its own motion, the Florida Publ ic Service Commission shall schedule a public 
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	578-01357-21 hearing, after notice, to determine t he need for a transmission line regulated by the Flori da El ectric Transmission Line Siting Act, ss. 403.52-403 . 5365 . The noti ce shall be published at least 21 days before the date set for the hearing and shall be published by the applicant in at least one-quarter page size notice in newspapers of general circulation, and by the commission in the manner specified in chapter 120, by giving notice to counties and regional planning eouncilo in whose juris
	(d) The determination by the commission of the need for the transmission line, as defined ins. 403 . 522(21) o . 403 . 522(22) , is binding on all parti es to any certification proceeding under the Florida Electric Transmission Line Siting Act and is a condition precedent to the conduct of the certification hearing prescribed therein. An order entered pursuant to this section constitutes final agency action. 
	Secti on 66 . Subsection (17) of section 403 . 704, Florida Statutes, is amended to read : 
	403 . 704 Powers and duties of the department.-The department shall have responsibility for the implementation and enforcement of this act . In addition to other powers and duties, the department shall : 
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	(17) Provide technical assistance to local governments and regional agencies to ensure consistency between county hazardous waste management assessments; coordinate the development of such assessments with the assistance of the appropriate regional planning councils; and review and make recommendations to the Legislature relative to the sufficiency of the assessments to meet state hazardous waste management needs . 
	Section 67. Subsection (1) of section 403.7226, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 403.7226 Technical assistance by the department .-The department shall : 
	(1 ) Provide technical assistance to county governments a--ne regional planning councils to ensure consistency in implementing local hazardous waste management assessments as provided i n ss . 
	403 . 7225, 403 . 7234 , and 403.7236 . In order to ensure t hat each local assessment is properly implemented and that all information gathered during the assessment is uniformly compiled and documented, each county or regional planning council shall contact the department during the preparation of the local assessment to receive technical assistance . Each county er regional planning council shall follow guidelines established by the department, and adopted by rule as appropriate , in order to properly im
	Section 68 . Subsection (22) of section 403 . 9403, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 
	403.9403 Definitions.-As used in ss. 403.9401-403.9425, the term: 
	(22) "Regional planning council" means a regional planning council created pursuant to chapter 186 in the jurisdiction of 
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	578-01357-21 202162cl which the project is proposed to be located. Section 69. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section 
	403.941 , Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 
	403 
	403 
	403 
	. 941 Preliminary statements of i ssues, reports, and studies.
	-


	(2) 
	(2) 
	(a) The affected agencies shall prepare reports as provided in this paragraph and shall submit them to t he department and the applicant wi thi n 60 days after the application is determined suffi c i ent: 


	1. The department shall prepare a report as to the impact of each proposed natural gas transmission pipeline or corridor as i t relates to matters withi n its jurisdiction . 
	2 
	2 
	2 
	. Each water management district in the jur isdiction of which a proposed natural gas transmission pipeline or corridor is to be located shal l prepare a report as to the impact on water resources and other matters within its jurisdiction. 

	3 
	3 
	. The Department of Economic Opportunity shall prepare a report containing recommendations which address the i mpact upon the public of the proposed natural gas transmission pipeline or corridor, based on the degree to which the proposed natural gas transmission pipeline or corridor is consistent with the applicable portions of t he state comprehensive plan and other matters within its j urisdiction . The Department of Economic Opportunity may a l so comment on the consistency of the proposed natural gas tr


	4. The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission shall prepare a report as to the impact of each proposed natural gas 
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	578-01357-21 202162cl transmission pipeline or corri dor on fish and wildlife resources and other matters within its jurisdiction. 
	5. Each l ocal government in which the natural gas transmission pipeline or natural gas transmission pipeline corridor will be located shall prepare a report as to the impact of each proposed natural gas transmission pipel ine or corridor on matters within its jurisdiction, incl uding the consistency of the proposed natural gas transmission pipeline or corridor with all applicable local ordinances, regulations, standards, or criteria that apply to the proposed natural gas transmission pipeline or corridor, 
	s. 403 . 182 or by other means . No change by the responsible local government or local agency in local comprehensive plans, zoning ordinances, or other regulations made after the date required for the filing of the local government's report required by this section shall be applicable to the certification of the proposed natural gas transmission pipeline or corridor unless the certification is denied or the application is withdrawn. 
	6. The Department of Transportation shall prepare a report on the effect of the natural gas transmission pipeline or natural gas transmission pipeline corridor on matters wi thin i ts jurisdiction, including roadway crossings by the pipeline. The report shall contain at a minimum: 
	a . A report by the applicant to the department stating that all requirements of the department's utilities accommodation guide have been or wil l be met in regard to the proposed pipeline or pipeline corridor; and 
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	b. A statement by the department as to the adequacy of the report to the department by the applicant. 
	7. The Department of State, Division of Historical Resources, shall prepare a report on the impact of the natural gas transmi ssion pipeline or natural gas transmission pipeline corridor on matters within its jurisdict ion. 
	8 
	8 
	8 
	8 
	. The commission shall prepare a report addressing matters within its jurisdiction . The commission's report shall include its determination of need issued pursuant to s . 403.9422. 

	Section 70 . Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section 403.9422, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 403.9422 Determination of need for natural gas t ransmission pipeline; powers and duties.
	-


	(1) 
	(1) 
	(a) Upon request by an applicant or upon its own motion, the commission shall schedule a public hearing, after notice, to determine the need for a natural gas transmission pipeline regulated by ss. 403.9401-403 . 9425. Such notice shall be published at least 45 days before the date set for the hearing and shall be published in at least one-quarter page size in newspapers of general circulation and in the Florida Administrative Register, by giving notice to count ies a-rui regional planning councils in whose
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	578-01357-21 202162cl such filing. Secti on 71 . Subsection (4) of section 403 . 973, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 
	403.973 Expedited permitting; amendment s to comprehensive plans .
	-

	(4) The regional teams shall be established t hrough the execution of a project-specific memorandum of agreement devel oped and executed by the applicant and the secretary, with input solicited from the respective heads of the Department of Transportation and its district offices, the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, appropriate regional planning eouncils, appropriate water management districts, and voluntarily participating municipalities and c
	Section 72 . Paragraphs (b) and (d) of subsection (1) of sect ion 408 . 033, Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 
	408 
	408 
	408 
	. 033 Local and state health pl anning.
	-


	(1) 
	(1) 
	LOCAL HEALTH COUNCILS .
	-


	(b) 
	(b) 
	Each local health council may: 


	1. Develop a district area health plan that permits each local health council to deve lop strategies and set priorities for implementation based on its unique local health needs. 
	2 . Advise the agency on health ca re issues and resource allocations. 
	3. Promote public awareness of community health needs, emphasizing health promotion and cost -effective health service 
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	selection. 
	4 . Collect data and conduct analyses and studies related to health care needs of the district, including the needs of medically indigent persons, and assist the agency and other state agencies in carrying out data collection activities that relate to the functions in this subsection . 
	5. 
	5. 
	5. 
	Monitor the onsite construction progress, if any , of certificate-of-need approved projects and report council findings to the agency on forms provided by the agency . 

	6. 
	6. 
	Advise and assist any regional planning councils within each district that have elected to address health issues in their strategie regional policy plans with the development of the health element of the plans to address the health goals and policies in the State Comprehensive Plan. 


	+. Advise and assist local governments within each district on the devel opment of an optional health plan element of the comprehensive plan provided in chapter 163, to assure compatibility with the health goals and policies in the State Comprehensive Plan and district health plan . To facil itate the implementation of this section, the local health council shall annually provide the local governments i n its service area, upon request, with : 
	a. 
	a. 
	a. 
	A copy and appropriate updates of the district health plan; 

	b. 
	b. 
	A report of hospital and nursing home utilization statistics for facilit ies within the local government jurisdiction; and 

	c. 
	c. 
	Applicable agency rules and calculated need methodologies for health facilities and services regulated under 
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	s. 408.034 for the district served by the local health council . 
	7.-&--,-Moni tor and evaluate the adequacy, appropriateness, and effectiveness, within the district, of local, state, federal, and private funds distributed to meet the needs of the medically indigent and other underserved population groups . 
	8.-9--. I n conjunction with the Depart ment of Health, plan for services at the local level for persons infected with the human immunodeficiency virus. 
	9.-±--G----.--Provide technical assistance to encourage and support activities by providers, purchasers, consumers, and local, regional, and state agencies in meeting the health care goals, objectives, and policies adopted by the local health council. 
	10 .H--. Provide the agency with data required by rule for the review of certificate-of-need applications and the projecti on of need for health services and facilities in the district. 
	(d) Each l ocal health council shall enter into a memorandum of agreement with each regional planning council in its district that e l ects to address health issues in its strategic regional policy plan . In addition, each local health council shall enter into a memorandum of agreement with each local government that includes an optional health element in its comprehensive plan . Each memorandum of agreement must specify the manner in which each local government, regional planning council, and local health 
	Section 73 . Subsection (1) of section 420.609, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 
	420 . 609 Affordabl e Housing Study Commission .-Because the 
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	(1) 
	(1) 
	(1) 
	There is created the Affordable Housing Study Commission, which shall be composed of 20 U members to be appointed by the Governor: 

	(a) 
	(a) 
	One citizen actively engaged in the residential home building i ndustry. 

	(b) 
	(b) 
	One citizen activel y engaged in the home mortgage lending profession . 

	(c) 
	(c) 
	(c) 
	One citizen actively engaged in the real estate sales profession. 

	(d) One citizen actively engaged in apartment development. 

	(e) 
	(e) 
	One citizen actively engaged in the management and operation of a rental housing development. 

	(f) 
	(f) 
	Two citizens who represent very-low-income and low­income persons . 

	(g) 
	(g) 
	One citizen representing a community-based organization with experience in housing development. 

	(h) 
	(h) 
	One citizen representing a community-based organization with experience in housing development in a community with a population of less than 50,000 persons . 

	(i) 
	(i) 
	Two citizens who represent elderly persons' housing interests . 


	(j) One representative of regional planning eouncils . -fM--One representati ve of the Florida League of Cities. ill-f-l+-One representative of the Florida Association of 
	Counties. fil-fm+-Two citizens representing statewide growth management organizations. 
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	578-01357-21 202162cl (m)--f-R+-One citizen of the state to serve as chair of the commission. _i&-te+-One citizen representing a residential community 
	developer . M--ft+ One member who is a resident of the state . J.El+tt--One representative from a local housing authority . J.gl-fr+-One citizen representing the housing interests of 
	homeless persons . Section 74 . Subsection (8) of section 427.012, Florida Statutes, i s amended to read: 
	427.012 The Commission for the Transportation Disadvantaged .-There is created the Commission for the Transportation Disadvantaged in the Department of Transportation . 
	(8) The commission shall appoint a t echnical working group that includes representatives of private paratransit providers . The technical working group shall advise the commission on issues of importance to the state, including information, advice, and direction regarding the coordination of services for t he transportation disadvantaged. The commission may appoint other technical working groups whose members may include representatives of community transportation coordinators; metropolitan planning organi
	Section 75 . Paragraph (f) of subsection (1) of section 501.171, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 
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	501.171 Security of confidential personal information.­
	(1) DEFINITIONS .-As used in this section, the term: 
	(f) "Governmental entity" means any department, division, bureau, commission, regional planning agency, board, district, authority, agency, or other instrumentality of this state that acquires, maintains, stores, or uses data i n e l ectronic form containing personal information. 
	Section 76 . Subsection (6) of section 1013 . 30, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 1013 . 30 Universit y campus master plans and campus development agreements.
	-

	(6) Before a campus master plan is adopted, a copy of the draft master plan must be sent for review or made available electronicall y to the host and any affected local governments, the state land planning agency, the Department of Environmental Protection, the Department of Transportation, the Department of State, the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, and the applicabl e water management district and regional planning council . At the request of a governmental entity, a hard copy of the draft mast
	Page 78 of 84 CODING : Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions. 
	2263 2264 
	2266 2267 2268 2269 
	2271 2272 2273 2274 
	2276 2277 2278 2279 
	2281 2282 2283 2284 
	2286 2287 2288 2289 
	2291 
	578-01357-21 202162cl host j urisdiction , the university board of trustees shall adopt the campus master plan . It is the intent of the Legislature that the university board of trustees comply with the notice requirements set forth ins. 163 . 3184(11) to ensure full public participation in t his planning process. The informal public 
	information session must be held before the first public hearing. The first public hearing shall be held before the draft master plan is sent to the agencies specified in t his subsection. The second public hearing shall be held in conjunction with the adopt ion of the draft master plan by the university board of t rust ees. Campus master plans developed under this section are not rules and are not subject to chapt er 120 except as otherwise provided i n this section . 
	Section 77. Subsection (6) of section 339.285, Florida Statutes, is amended t o read: 
	339 
	339 
	339 
	. 285 Enhanced Bridge Program for Sustainable Transportati on .
	-


	(6) 
	(6) 
	Preference shall be given to bridge projects located on corridors that connect to the Strategic Intermodal System, created under s . 339 . 64 , and that have been identified as regional ly significant in accordance with s. 339 . 155 (4) (b), (c), and (d) s . 339.155 (4) (e), (d), and (e). 


	Section 78 . Subsections (1) and (2) of secti on 373 .415, Florida Statutes, are amended to read: 
	373.415 Protection zones; duties of the St . Johns River Water Management District .
	-

	(1) Not l ater than November 1, 1988, the St . Johns River Water Management District shall adopt rules establishing protection zones adjacent to the watercourses in the Wekiva 
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	578-01357-21 202162cl River System, as designated ins. 369 . 303(9) s. 369.303(10). Such protection zones shall be sufficiently wide to prevent harm to the Wekiva River System, including water quality, water quantity, hydrol ogy, wetlands, and aquatic and wetland-dependent wildlife species, caused by any of the activi ties regulated under this part. Factors on which the widths of the protection zones shall be based shall include, but not be limited to : 
	(a) 
	(a) 
	(a) 
	The biological significance of the wetlands and upl ands adjacent to the designated watercourses in the Wekiva River System, including the nesting, feeding, breeding, and resting needs of aquatic species and wetland-dependent wildlife species. 

	(b) 
	(b) 
	The sensitivity of these species to disturbance, including the short-term and long-term adaptability to disturbance of the more sensitive species , both migratory and resident. 

	(c) 
	(c) 
	The susceptibility of these lands to erosion, incl uding the slope, soils, runoff characteristics, and vegetative cover . 


	In addition, the rules may establish permitting thresholds , permitting exemptions, or general permit s, if such thresholds, exemptions, or general permits do not a l low significant adverse impacts to the Wekiva River System to occur individually or cumulativel y. 
	(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of s. 120.60, the St. Johns River Water Management District shall not issue a ny permi t under this part within the Wekiva River Protection Area, as defined i n s. 369.303(8) s. 369.303(9) , until the appropriate local government has provided written notification to the district that the proposed acti vity is consist ent with the l ocal 
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	comprehensive plan and is in compliance with 
	comprehensive plan and is in compliance with 
	any land 

	development regulation 
	development regulation 
	in effect in the 
	area where 
	the 

	development will take place. 
	development will take place. 
	The 
	district may, 
	however, 
	inform 


	any property owner who makes a request for such information as 
	to the location of the protection zone or zones on his or her 
	propert y. However, if a development proposal is amended as the 
	result of the review by the district, a permit may be issued 
	before prior to the development proposal being returned, if 
	necessary, to the local government for additional review . 
	Section 79 . Paragraph (a) of subsection (6) and paragraph 
	(a) 
	(a) 
	(a) 
	(a) 
	of subsection (7) of section 403.5115, Florida Stat utes, are amended to read: 

	403 . 5115 Public notice.
	-


	(6) 
	(6) 
	(a) A good faith effort s hall be made by t he applicant to provide direct written notice of the filing of an application for certification by United States mail or hand delivery no later t han 45 days after filing of the application to all local landowners whose property, as noted in t he most recent local government tax records, and residences are located within the fol lowing distances of the proposed project: 

	1 
	1 
	. Three miles of the proposed main site boundaries of the proposed electrical power plant. 

	2 
	2 
	. One-quarter mil e for a transmission line corridor that only includes a transmission l ine as defined bys. 403.522(21) s. 403 . 522 (22). 


	3. One-quarter mile for all other l inear associated facilities extending away from the main site boundary except for a transmission line corridor that includes a transmission line that operates below those defined bys. 403 . 522 (21 ) -s.
	-
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	403. 522 (22) . 
	(7) (a) A good faith effort shall be made by the proponent of an alt ernate corridor that includes a transmission line, as defined bys . 403. 522(21) s. 403.522(22), to provide direct written notice of the filing of an alternate corridor for certification by United States mail or hand delivery of the filing no l ater than 30 days after filing of the alternate corridor to all local landowners whose property, as noted in the most recent local government tax records , and residences, are located within one-qua
	Section 80 . For the purpose of i ncorporating t he amendment made by this act to section 120.52, Florida Statutes, in a reference thereto, subsection (5) of section 57 .105, Florida Statutes, is reenacted to read : 
	57.105 Att orney' s fee; sanctions for raising unsupported claims or defenses; exceptions ; service of motions; damages for delay of litigation .
	-

	(5) In administrative proceedings under chapter 120, an administrative l aw judge shall award a reasonable attorney' s fee and damages to be paid to the prevailing party in equal amounts by the losing party and a losing party' s attorney or qualified representative in the same manner and upon the same basis as provided in subsections (1)-(4). Such award shall be a final order subject to judicial review pursuant to s. 120 . 68 . If the losing party is an agency as defined ins. 120.52(1) , the award to the pr
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	578-01357-21 202162cl 2379 the administrative law judge of jurisdiction to make the award 
	described in this subsection . 2381 Section 81. For the purpose of incorporating t he amendment 2382 made by thi s act to section 120 . 52 , Florida Statutes, in a 2383 reference thereto, paragraph (f) of subsection (3) of section 2384 57.111, Fl orida Statutes, is reenacted to read: 
	57 . 111 Civil actions and administrative proceedings 2386 i nitiated by state agencies ; attorneys' fees and costs .2387 (3) As used in this section: 2388 (f) The term "state agency" has the meaning described ins. 2389 120.52(1). 
	-

	Section 82 . For the purpose of incorporating the amendment 2391 made by this act to section 120 . 52, Florida Statutes, in a 2392 reference thereto, subsection (3) of section 216.241, Florida 2393 Statutes, is reenacted to read : 2394 216.241 Initiation or commencement of new programs; 
	approval; expenditure of certain revenues .2396 (3) Any revenues generated by any t ax or fee imposed by 2397 amendment to the State Constitution after October 1, 1999, shall 2398 not be expended by any agency, as defined ins. 120.52(1), 2399 except pursuant to appropriation by the Legislature. 
	-

	Section 83 . For the purpose of incorporating the amendment 2401 made by this act to section 380.045, Florida Statutes, in a 2402 reference thereto, subsection (6) of section 380 . 0552, Florida 2403 Statutes, is reenacted to read: 2404 380 . 0552 Florida Keys Area; protection and designation as 
	area of critical s t ate concern.2406 (6 ) RESOURCE PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE. -The 2407 Governor, acting as the chief pl anning officer of the state, 
	-

	Page 83 of 84 CODING : Words stricken are deletions ; words underlined are additions . 
	2408 2409 2410 2411 2412 2413 2414 2415 2416 2417 2418 2419 2420 2421 2422 2423 2424 2425 2426 2427 2428 2429 2430 2431 
	578-01357-21 202162cl s hall appoint a resource planning and management committee for the Florida Keys Area with the membership as speci fied ins. 380.045(2). Meetings shall be called as needed by the chair or on the demand of t hree or more members of the committee. The committee shall : 
	(a) 
	(a) 
	(a) 
	Serve as a liaison between the state and local governments within Monroe County. 

	(b) 
	(b) 
	Develop, with local government officials in the Florida Keys Area, recommendations to the state land planning agency as to the sufficiency of the Flori da Keys Area' s comprehensive plan and land development regulations. 

	(c) 
	(c) 
	Recomme nd to the state land planning agency changes to state and regional plans and regulatory programs affecting the Florida Keys Area. 

	(d) 
	(d) 
	Assist units of local gover nment within the Florida Keys Area in carryi ng out the planning functions and other responsibilities required by this section. 

	(e) 
	(e) 
	Review, at a mi nimum, all reports and other materials provided to it by the state land planning agency or other governmental agencies . 


	Section 84 . Local government s may enter into agreements to create regional planning entities pursuant to chapter 163, Florida Statutes. 
	Section 85 . Th is act shall take effect July 1, 2021. 
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	HB 159 2021 
	A bill to be entitled An act relating to affordable housing residency requirements; creating s . 420.616, F.S.; requiring able-bodied persons residing in certain affordable housing to participate in programs and training that encourage job skill s; providing a maximum length of residency for certain affordable housing; providing that residency may be terminated upon conviction of a felony; providing an effective date . 
	Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 
	Section 1. Section 420.616, Florida Statutes, is created to read: 
	420 
	420 
	420 
	. 616 Affordable housing built on county or municipal property.-If affordable housing is built on county or municipal property: 

	(1) 
	(1) 
	All able-bodied persons 18 years of age or older residing in the affordable housing must: 

	(a) 
	(a) 
	Enroll in a career and professional academy or a career-themed course as defined ins. 1003.493(1) , a trade school, a preapprenticeship or apprenticeship program, or some other on-the-job training program. 

	(b) 
	(b) 
	Attend training on resume writing, preparing for a job interview, and creating a budget. 
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	HB 159 2021 
	26 
	26 
	26 
	(2) 
	The maximum 
	length of time 
	a 
	person may 
	reside in the 

	27 
	27 
	affordable housing is 3 
	consecutive years. 

	28 
	28 
	(3) 
	A person's residency shall be 
	terminated if the person 

	29 
	29 
	is convicted of 
	a 
	felony while living in the affordable housing. 

	30 
	30 
	Section 2 . 
	This 
	act 
	shall 
	take 
	effect July 1, 
	2021 . 
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	7-00273-21 2021132 
	A bill to be entitled An act relating to the rental of homestead property; amending s. 196 . 061, F.S.; revising criteria under which rental of homestead property is allowed for tax exemption purposes and not considered abandoned; providing an effective date. 
	Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida : 
	Section 1 . Subsection (1) of section 196 . 061, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 
	196.061 Rental of homestead to constitute abandonment.
	-

	(1) The rental of all or substantially all of a dwelling previously claimed to be a homestead for tax purposes constitutes shall eonstitute the abandonment of such dwelling as a homestead, and the abandonment continues until the dwelling is physically occupied by the owner . However, such abandonment of the homestead after January 1 of any year does not affect the homestead exemption for tax purposes for that particular year unless the property is rented for more than 30 days per calendar year for 2 consecu
	Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2021. 
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